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Soonenough,nightfellandtheentireareawascompletelyengulfedindarkness.Withhowsilentitwas,

thecracklingofthebonfire—thatGeraldandhispartyhadstartedintheyardandwerecurrentlysitting

around—wascrispasday…

Withthepresenceofaverylargepieceofmeatfordinner—thatwascurrentlycookingoverthe

bonfire—,itwasevidentthatGeraldhadsavedsomefoodforarainyday.Geraldhadmadesuretokeep

somerationsinhisownbag,anticipatingthepossibilityofthevillagersexchangingallofthefoodin

Ray’sbackpack.

Duetohowlargethemeatwas,allfiveofthemweresufficientlyfullbythetimedinnerwasover.

Withtheirbelliesnowfilled,Raycouldn’thelpbutaskinaslightlyworriedtone,“…DoyouthinkFane

andhisgangwillcomelookingfortroublewithustonight,Mr.Crawford?”

“Don’tworry,we’lljusttaketurnsbeingonguardtonight.Youcansleepfirst,andaftertwohours,we’ll

switchplaces.Thatway,nobodywillbeabletosneakuponus!”saidGerald.

EvenifFanewasn’tpresent,Geraldwould’vestillsuggestedforthesamethingtobedone.Afterall,

theywerecurrentlyinunfamiliarterritory.Withthatinmind,theyneededtobeonguardatalltimesto

preventgettingsneakattacked.

InclusiveofOldFlint,GeraldwasmoreworriedaboutJunoandNori’ssafety.Hesworetohimselfthat

hewouldn’talloweitherofthemtosufferfromanyinjuriesorgethurtduringthisjourney…

Regardless,RaywasnaturallynotagainstGerald’ssuggestion,andhenoddedinagreement.

ItwaslateintothenightwhenJunoandNorifinallyfellasleep,theirshouldersleaningagainsteach

other.OldFlinthimselfcouldbeseenmeditatingatthesidewhileRayeventuallydozedoffasheleaned

againstapillar.



AsforGerald,hesatbeforethebonfire,keepingalookoutfordangerwhileoccasionallylookingatthe

sky…

Fromwherehesat,thenightskylookedutterlypicturesque.Soonenough,abrightcrescent

moon—thathadearlierbeenblockedbyclouds—revealeditselfalongwithcountlessdazzlingstars…

Duetoalltheneonlightsandstreetlampsincities,suchbeautifulsightswereimpossibletoenjoyin

urbanareas.Withthatinmind,thenaturalbeauty—thatcouldonlybewitnessedouthereinthe

wilderness—wouldsurelybeabletorefreshanyone’smind…

Whateverthecasewas,thenightwasuneventfulandendedpeacefully.

ItappearedthatdespiteFaneandhisgang’srashness,theyknewtheirlimitationswell.Afterall,that

groupofbullieshadn’tcausedtroubleforGeraldandhispartyatallthatnight.

Evenso,Geraldwasabruptlyawokenearlythatmorningwhenheheardaracketnearby.

Withthat,theawakenedGerald—whohadfallenasleepatdawnsincehefiguredthatnobodywouldbe

dumbenoughtoattackthemindaylight—instantlyranouttohavealook.

Shortlyafter,hecameacrossagroupofvillagerswhowerediscussingsomethingwhilestandingaround

awell.Withhowunpleasanttheirexpressionswere,Geraldcouldonlyassumethatsomethingbadhad

happened.

WhenthevillagersnoticedthatGeraldwascuriouslywalkingtowardthem,theyquicklysurroundedhim.

BeforeGeraldcouldevenaskwhattheyweredoing,oneofthevillagerspointedathimbeforeasking,

“Wasityou?”



Raisingaslightbrowinhisbewilderment,Geraldthenreplied,“…Wasitme,what?Whathappened?”

Uponhearingthat,thevillagerthenharrumphedbeforefuriouslyretorting,“WasityouwhokilledFane?

Afterall,heoffendedyouyesterday!”

Aftertheangryvillagersaidthat,theothervillagersquicklypointedatthewell,promptingGeraldto

walkoverandlookdown…

Thesecondhedid,Geraldwasinstantlygreetedbythesightofamassivefloatingcorpse…Withhowfat

itwas,hehadnodoubtthatthebodybelongedtoFane…

StunnedthatFanewoulddiesosuddenly—andbefounddeadinthewellofallplaces—Geraldthen

facedthevillagersbeforeasking,“How…Didhedie?”

“…Whatdoyoumean,howdidhedie?Areyouseriouslypretendingtobesurprisedthathisbodyis

here?You’retheonlyoneherewhohasagrudgeagainsthim,youknow?Whoelsecould’vekilledhim?”

blamedanothervillager.“Look,Ididn’tevenleavethehouse!HowcouldIhavekilledhim?”explained

Gerald.

Whilethatwasthetruth,heknewthevillagersweren’tgoingtobuyitsoeasily.Withthatinmind,the

bestwaytoclearthingsoutwouldbebyinvestigatinghowFanetrulydied.

Still,Fane’sdeathcertainlyexplainedwhyheandhisganghadn’tcausedGeraldandhispartyany

troublethepreviousnight.

ThoughFanewasdefinitelyavillainouscharacterthatdeservedretributionsoonerorlater,Geraldhad

toadmitthathisdeathwasabittoountimely.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldthenadded,“…Look,beforewestartpointingfingers,let’sjustgetthe

corpseupfirsttoseehowhereallydied!”



Hearingthat,thevillagerscouldn’targuewithGerald’slogic,sotheybegantugginghiscorpseup.

Thesecondthefatcorpsewasoutintheopen,everyonesawthathisfacehadbeencompletelyruined.

Withhowbadlyhisfacehadbeenclawedup,Fanebarelyhadanynotablefacialfeaturesleft.

SquattingdowntogetacloserlookatFane’scorpse,GeraldeventuallyfoundadeepgashinFane’sneck.

Withthatinmind,Geralddeducedthathehaddiedfrombloodloss.

Oncehegotbacktohisfeet,Geraldthenturnedtolookatthevillagersbeforedisplayinghishands

whilesaying,“FromwhatIcansee,whateverkilledFanehadsharpclaws.Imean,justtakeagoodlook

athismangledface!There’sadeepgashinhisnecktoothatcould’veonlybeeninflictedbyextremely

sharpclaws!Withthatinmind,Icouldn’thavebeenthekiller!”

RealizingthatGerald’sstatementmadesense,thevillagersquicklyacceptedthathewasn’tthekiller.

However,ifthatwasthecase,thenwhowasthemurderer?Whathappenedthepreviousnight?Also,

whyweren’tFane’ssubordinateswithhim?Allthesewerestillmysteries…

Allofasudden,everyonesuddenlyheardayoungvoiceshouting,“S-somethingterriblehashappened!

D-deadbodies!”

Turningaroundtoseethenervousboywhowasrunningtowardthem,thevillagersexchangedglances

beforeoneofthemsaid,“Calmyourself.Whathappened?”

“F-Fane’sunderlings…Allofthemhavediedattheirhome!”exclaimedtheterrifiedyouth.

Uponhearingthat,everyoneinstantlybegantrembling.Nobodycould’veseenthiscoming…

Regardless,GeraldandthevillagersthenhurriedovertowhereFane’ssubordinateswerestaying.Upon



arrivingattheshabby-lookingyard,everyonecouldseetheirdeadbodieslyingallovertheyard.Upon

closerinspection,allofthemhaddiedthesamewayFanehad,withbloodygashesontheirnecks.With

thatinmind,Geraldknewthatthesamepersonhaddonethedeed.

“Whatonearthcouldhavecausedallthistohappen…?”

“Indeed…could…couldtheghosthavecomeoutoftheforest?”

“T-that’simpossible!”

Thoughthevillagerswerenowtheorizingthecurrenteventsamongthemselves,Geralddidn’tbother

aboutthem.Instead,hequicklyreturnedtowheretheywerestaying,onlytofindthatRayandthe

othershadawoken.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturned,Raywaspromptedtoask,“Wheredidyouheadoffsoearlyinthe

morning,Mr.Crawford?”

IgnoringRay’squestion,GeraldinsteadturnedtofaceOldFlintbeforesaying,“OldFlint,please,come

withme!”

Uponhearingthat,theoldmanquicklyfollowedGeraldout.

Curious,Rayfollowedbothofthemoutaswell.WhileRayhadnoideawhatwashappening,judging

fromGerald’sexpression,heknewthatitwasaseriousincident.

Itwasn’tlongbeforethetrioarrivedatthewell.

PointingatFane’scorpse—thatwasnowlyingontheground—Geraldthensaid,“Pleasehavealookat

thiscorpse,OldFlint!Somethingattackedhimyesterdaybeforetossinghimdownthewell!”



Uponseeingthecorpse,theshockedRaythenshoutedindisbelief,“…I-isn’tthatFane,Mr.Crawford?

Wejustmethimyesterday!Howcouldhediesoabruptly?”

NotevenbotheringtoanswerRay’squestion,GeraldsimplykepthisgazeonOldFlint.

OldFlinthimselfsimplystaredatthecorpse,clearlyanalyzingit.Afterashortperiod,hethensaid,

“…Thisistheworkofferalvampires!”

“Feralvampires?”repeatedGerald,surprisedbyOldFlint’sanswer.

“Indeed.Onlytheirkindwouldhavesuchsharpclawsthatcouldeasilykill.Whatmore,ifyoupaycloser

attention,you’llbeabletoseebitemarksonhisneck!Itcanonlysignifythathisbloodhadbeensucked

up!”explainedOldFlint.

“So,whatyou’resayingisthatthereareferalvampiresintheforestsaroundus?Whyweren’twe

attackedlastnightinstead?”askedGerald.

SeeingthatGeraldwasratherdoubtfulabouthisclaim,OldFlintthenreplied,“That’sbecausetheferal

onesareafraidoffire.Wehadabonfireburninglastnight,remember?That’swhytheferalvampires

didn’tgoafterus.MyguessisthatthisFanepersonmusthavegoneoutinthemiddleofthenight.

Seeingthattheycouldn’ttargetus,theferalvampiresmusthavegoneafterhiminstead!”

OldFlint’sdeductionmadesensetoGerald,soheboughthiswords.Tothinkthatallthishadbeenthe

workofferalvampires!

Whateverthecasewas,OldFlintthenadded,“Wemustn’tlingeraroundforanylonger.Wehavetoset

offimmediately!”



WatchingasOldFlintthenturnedtoleave,GeraldtookonefinalglanceatFane’scorpsebefore

followingOldFlinttogetherwithRay.

Oncetheywerebackhome,theyquicklypackedtheirstuffandsilentlyleftthevillage.Afterall,ifthe

villagersknewthattheywereleavingundersuchshortnotice,they’dsurelyattempttostopGeraldand

hisparty.

Regardless,afterwalkingforabit,theyeventuallymanagedtoentertheoldforestdeepinthe

mountain…

Nowenshroudedbytrees,thegroupremainedvigilantastheyslowlyproceeded.

Whilewalkingon,Raycouldn’thelpbutask,“…Whatdoferalvampiresevenlooklike,Mr.Crawford?”

Hearingthat,Geraldwasn’ttoosurehowtoreply.Afterall,hehadneverpersonallymetaferalvampire

either.Withthat,hethenturnedtolookatOldFlintbeforesaying,“Notaclue.Doyouknowwhatthey

looklike,OldFlint?”

“Feralvampireshaveparticularlysharpfingernailsthatcaneasilytearthroughhumanskin,notunlikea

predatoryanimal’sclaws.They’realsoreliantonandenjoydrinkingblood,somuchsothattheyhavea

keensensetowardblood!”explainedOldFlint.

Nowunderstandingthattheyrequiredbloodtolive,Raythenasked,“…Ifthey’reasscaryasyousay,

thenwhyareweevenlookingforthem?”

Hearingthat,neitherGeraldnorOldFlintresponded.OnlyGeraldandtheoldmanwereallowedto

knowthereasonfornow,anduntiltheyarrivedatthevampires’territory,theremainingtriowasn’t

goingtogetaclearexplanationabouttheirmissionfromeitherofthem.

Untilthen,thetriosimplyhadtofocusonhelpingGeraldandOldFlintremainvigilantagainstsurprise



feralvampireattacks.

Notlongafter,thegroupwasabletohearratherloudrustlingfromwithinthetrees.Stoppingintheir

tracks,Geraldandtheothersimmediatelyheightenedtheirvigilance!

Secondslater,agroupofpeople—whoweredressedinclothingthatmadethemblendwellwiththeir

surroundings—rushedoutfromthetreesbeforequicklysurroundingGerald’sparty!“…Whoarethese

people,Mr.Crawford?”whisperedRayasGeraldshookhishead,adeepfrownonhisface.Quitefrankly,

hehadnoideawhotheywereeither.

Followingthat,amanwithabuzzcutsteppedforward,staringatGeraldandhisgroupbeforeasking,

“Whoareyoupeople?”

“Kindsir,we’remerelymerchantswhoareheretohavesomefun!”repliedGerald.

“…Merchantsyousay?Outhereinthemiddleofnowhere?Whoareyoutryingtofool?”retortedthe

manasheglaredatGerald.

“You’refreetochoosenottobelieveus.Regardless,whatareyouandyourmendoingallthewayout

here?”repliedGerald.

“We’reheretolookforthevampires’territory!”declaredthemanwiththebuzzcut,notseeinga

reasontolie.

“…Oh?You’reheretolookfortheirterritoryaswell?”repliedGeraldinsurprise.Tothinkthatthese

menhadthesamegoalashehad!

“Hmm?So,you’resayingweshareagoal?”saidthemanashesignaledfortherestofhismentolower

theirweapons.



“Wellthen,ifthat’sthecase,allowmetointroducemyself!IgobyLechZak,andI’mtheleaderofmy

team!”saidLechashestretchedhishandout.

Hearingthat,Geraldthenreturnedafirmhandshakeashereplied,“GeraldCrawford!”

Followingthat,Lechthensaid,“Didn’texpecttobumpintootherteamslookingforthevampires’

territoryaswell!”

Noddinginagreement,GeraldthenturnedtolookatOldFlintwhohadbeenstandingbehindhim.

Seeingthattheoldmanwasn’tshowinganyresponse,Geraldwasinstantlyrelieved.Afterall,this

meantthatOldFlintdidn’thavetoomuchanimositytowardLechandhissubordinates.

Withthatinmind,GeraldthenturnedtofaceLechbeforeasking,“Doyouknowwhereexactlythe

vampires’territoryislocated?”

Retrievingamapfromhispocket,LechthenspreaditoutforGeraldtohavealook.

“We’recurrentlyhere,yousee,andthevampires’territoryiswithinthismountain.Withthatinmind,

we’llneedtodigourwayintotheirterritory!”explainedLech.

Hearingthat,Geraldcouldinstantlytellhowwell-preparedLechandhissubordinateswere.

Regardless,sincebothpartieswerelookingforthevampires’territoryanyway,theyfiguredthatthey

mayaswelljustworkasateam.

Withthat,afterashortrest,thetwogroupsthenresumedtheirjourney.



Eventually,theyfinallyarrivedattheareawheretheyhadplannedtostartdigging.

“Thisisit,Gerald!”exclaimedLechashewavedhishandathisteammembers—whowerefollowing

behind—,indicatingthattheyhadarrived.

Withthat,Lechandhisteammatesretrievedtheirshovels—alongwithanyrelevantequipment—before

startingtodigtheearthbeneaththem.

“Youguyskeepaneyeonthingswhilewedig!Let’sgetourwell-deservedrestoncewemakeittothe

otherside!”saidLech.

Knowingthatitwasn’teasytodigoutapassagewayandthatitwouldbesometimebeforeLechandhis

menweredone,Geraldnaturallyhadnoobjections.

Afternoddinginagreement,hethenreturnedtohisownpartytostartkeepingwatch.

SeeingthatGeraldhadreturned,Raythenaskedinaslightlyworriedtone,“…Doyoutrustthesepeople,

Mr.Crawford…?”

UnderstandingwhereRaywascomingfrom,Geraldthenreplied,“Don’tworry,Icansensethathe’sa

righteousman!”

Uponhearingthat,Ray’sworriesquicklysubsided.Afterall,hetrustedGerald’sjudgment.

“Whataboutyou,OldFlint?WhatdoyouthinkaboutLechandhismen?”askedGeraldasheturnedto

lookattheoldmanwhowassittingclosetothem.Throughouttheirjourney,OldFlinthadremained

strangelyquiet…

Regardless,theoldmansimplyreplied,“We’llhavemorehelpwithanadditionalteam.There’ssafetyin



numbers!”

Hearingthat,Geraldthennoddedinagreement…

Aftertwohours,aloudsoundcouldbeheardcomingfromwhereLechandtheothershadbeendigging.

GuessingthatLechandhismenhadmanagedtodigoutapassageway,Geraldandhispartyquicklyran

towardthesound.

Astheyhadguessed,agiantpassagewaywasnowvisibleforalltosee…Withhowdarkitwasinside,it

wasprettymuchimpossibletotellwhatwasdownthere…

Regardless,GeraldandhispartywerejustintimetoseeLechorderinghismen,“Youtwo!Getinthere

andscoutahead!Ifyoufindthatanything’samiss,getoutimmediately!”

“Copythat!”repliedthetwomenastheyswitchedtheirflashlightsonandbeganwalkingintothenewly

formedpassageway…

Reappearingminuteslater,thetwomenthenreported,“Everything’snormalinside!Wecango

through!”

“Excellent!Still,pleasebecareful,everyone!Don’tmovearoundrecklesslyandalwayskeepalookout

foryourteammembers!”declaredLech.

“Loudandclear!”yelledeveryoneinresponse.

“Come,Gerald!Let’sheadintogether!”saidLechashelookedatGerald.

Hearingthat,GeraldnoddedslightlybeforeenteringthepassagewaybyLech’sside,therestofGerald’s

partyfollowingcloselybehindthem.



Onceinside,theysoonsawallsortsofcolorfulpaintingsoneithersideofthestonewalls.Fromhow

primitivetheylooked,onecouldeasilyguessthatthesepaintingshadbeenhereforages…

“…Canyoudiscernanythingfromthesepaintings,OldFlint?”askedGeraldashecuriouslyturnedtolook

attheoldman.

Afterlookingforawhile,OldFlintthenreplied,“…Thepicturesdescribethehistoryofthevampires’

developmentinancienttimes!Itveryclearlydescribesthestartoftheirspeciesuptilltheireventual

decline!Withthatinmind,Icansafelysaythatwe’vemadeitintothevampires’territory!”

Uponhearingthat,Geraldandtheotherswerepleasantlysurprised.Aftergoingthroughsomucheffort,

theyhadfinallymanagedtoenterthevampires’territory!

“…However,thefactthatthosecorpseswerefounddeadlikethat…Itcanonlymeanthatsome

vampiresarestillalive!They’reincrediblydangerousopponents,sopleasebecareful,everyone!”added

OldFlint.

Vampiresingeneralwereanindependentracethatalmostneverhadcontactwithpeoplefromthe

outsideworld.Itdefinitelyexplainedwhytheyresentedthosefromtheoutsideworldsomuch.Itwas

alsothereasonwhytheyusuallyattackedanynon-vampiresonsight.

Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatvampireswerenaturallyfastandcouldeasilykillanynumberofpeoplethey

wanted.

“Nottoworry,sir!Allofusareexpertsatfighting,sowearen’ttobetrifledwitheither!Withthatin

mind,Ibelievethatthevampireswon’tdaretoactallunrestrainedonus!”repliedLechinaconfident

tone.

Uponhearingthat,OldFlintgavenoreply…



Regardless,afterabouttenminutesofwalking,everyonefinallymadeitoutofthepassagewaythat

spannedatleastafewhundredfeet.Thoughtheycould’vemadeitacrossmuchfasterhadtheywanted

to,theyhadtakentheirtimewhilewalkingacrosssinceallmannerofsharpgravelwerescattered

throughoutthearea.Withthatinmind,theywereallhonestlygladthattheyhadthick-soledshoeson…

Eitherway,attheendofthepassagewaylayagigantichall…Inthemiddleofthehall,wasawheelof

sortsthatonlyservedtoaddtothearea’sstrangenessandmysteriousness…

Afterlookingaround,theastonishedRaycouldn’thelpbutsay,“Colormesurprised!Tothinkthatsucha

largepalace-likeplacewouldexistuphereinthemountains!”

Trueenough,thisplacewasmuchlargerthanthetombtheyhadseeninGhostCountry.Withthatin

mind,itappearedthatthevampireswereextremelypowerful…

Whateverthecasewas,theothersthenbegancuriouslyinspectingtheirsurroundings…Gerald

himself—aswellasafewothers—immediatelywentforthewheelinthemiddleoftheroom…

Lookingatthewheel,Raythenasked,“Anyideawhatthiswheelsymbolizes,Mr.Crawford?”

BeforeGeraldcouldevenreply,OldFlintexplained,“That’sthevampires’WheeloftheSunandMoon!

Theyuseittocalculatetime!”

“Calculate…time?Whywouldtheyrequiresuchabigwheeljusttocalculatetime?”askedRay.

“Oh,theydidn’tuseittocalculateregulartime.Instead,thewheelcalculateswhentheyneedto

replenishtheirblood!”repliedOldFlint,instantlycausingachilltorundownRay’sspine.

Asitturnedout,thevampiresusedthiswheeltocalculatewhenexactlytheyneededtosuckfreshblood,



andthethoughtofitalonewashonestlyspinetingling…

Atthatmoment,oneofLech’steammemberscouldbeseenstretchingouthishandtograbwhat

seemedtobeapearl—thatwasembeddedononeofthestonewalls—asheshouted,“Heycaptain,

there’sapearlhere!I’msureit’llsellforalot!”

Uponrealizingwhatwashappening,Geraldinstantlyyelled,“Don’tpluckitoffthewall!”

Unfortunately,Geraldwastoolate.

Theteammemberhadalreadytakenitoffthewall,andhewasnowlookingatGeraldinbewilderment,

wonderingwhyhewasgettingsoworkedupaboutthepearlinhishand.

Beforeanyonecouldreactanyfurther,athunderoussoundcouldsuddenlybeheard!

Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,everyone’seyeswidenedinhorrorwhentheyrealizedthata

massivestonehadfallenandcompletelyblockedthepalace’sentrance!

“Everyone,duck!”shoutedGeraldasheinstantlypushedOldFlintandtherestofhispartymembersto

theground.

Thesecondhissentenceended,countlessarrowsbeganshootingoutfromthesurroundingstonewalls!

Sadly,someofLech’steammembersweren’tquickenoughtoreact,whichledtothemgettingpierced

byvolleysofarrows!Soonenough,thosemembersfloppedtotheground,deadandlyingintheirown

poolsofblood…

Forthosewhomanagedtoduckintime,noneofthemdaredtoevenraisetheirheads,afraidthat

arrowswouldpiercerightthroughtheirskulls…



Nobodycould’veanticipatedtheretobesuchadeathmachineinthisplace…Itwasn’tlongafterbefore

theplacewentsilentagain…

Sincenomorearrowswerebeingshotout,itwasonlyfairtoassumethattheterrifyingmechanismhad

finallyended…

Breathingasighofrelief,Lechthenfearfullysaid,“Tothinkthatsuchadeathtrapwouldbehereofall

places,Mr.Crawford…!”

Nobodycouldhaveforeseenthis…However,thatdidn’tchangethefactthatthishadbeencausedby

oneofLechs’men.Theculprithimselfhadbeenpiercedbydozensofarrowsandwascurrentlylyingin

hisslowlyencroachingpoolofblood…Whataterriblewaytodie…

Still,thiswaswhathappenedwhenpeoplerandomlytouchedthingsinhere.Withthatinmind,Lech

thenglaredathismenbeforeyelling,“Listenup!Therestofyouaren’tallowedtomoveuntilIsayso!”

Hearingthat,allofLech’smensimplynoddedandremainedstandingwheretheycurrentlywere…Not

thatanyofthemweredaringenoughtotouchanythinganymore.Afterall,whoknowswhattheycould

triggernext?Thenexttraptheytriggeredcouldverywellbetheendofthem!

Seeingthathismenweren’tobjecting,LechthenturnedtofaceGeraldagainbeforeasking,“Whatdo

youthinkweshoulddo,Gerald?Theexit’sbeensealedshut!”

AsLechhadsaid,therewasnowagiganticstoneblockingtheexit,whichmeantthattherewasnoway

theyweregoingtobeabletoleavethewaytheycameinfrom.Withthatinmind,theycouldonlylook

foranotherexit…

“…Cave-likestructuresdefinitelyhavemorethanoneexit,thoughtheproblemliesinhowdifficultitis

tofindthem!”repliedGerald.



Hearingthat,Lechthenordered,“Alright,listenup,men!Therehastobeawaytoleavethisplace,so

let’sstartlookingforanexit!”

Withthat,everyonefromLech’steambeganscanninghighandlowforawaytoleavetheunderground

palace…

Geraldandhisparty,ontheotherhand,stoodbeforethewheel,studyingittoseeifithadanywayof

gettingthemoutofthere…

Sometimelater,Raydeclared,“…Mr.Crawford!Thereappearstobeamechanismofsortsdownhere

thatcanbeturned!”

Uponhearingthat,GeraldsquatteddownandsawthatRaywasright.Therewasindeedaround

mechanismthatlookedlikeitcouldbeturned…

OldFlinthimselfthensaid,“Ifmyguessiscorrect,turningthatroundmechanismshouldactivatethis

wheel!”

MomentarilyturningtofaceOldFlint,Geraldthennodded.Hebelievedintheoldman’swisdom,sohe

quicklybeganturningthemechanismwithoutanyhesitation…

Soonenough,aloud‘clank’couldbeheard.

Afterrealizingthatthewheelitselfwasstartingtoturn,Geraldandtheothersquicklytookafewsteps

back,fullyvigilantsincenobodyknewwhatwasgoingtohappennext.

Thewheelitselfonlystoppedturningafteritslowlyspunbyahundredandeightydegrees…Andthe

secondtheturningended,anexplosivesoundwasheard!



Turningtofacethesourceofthesound,everyonewatchedasanopeningslowlyrevealeditselfonthe

wallwherethewheelendedupfacingonceitstoppedmoving.Bythetimethestoneslabwasfullylifted,

everyonecouldonlystarewide-eyedatthenewentrancebeforethem.

Quicklyshakingtheshockoff,Geraldthensaid,“Let’sgo!”

Withthat,heandhispartyinstantlyenteredthenewopening.Naturally,Lechandhismenquickly

followedafteraswell.

Whiletheyhadanticipatedthistobetheirticketoutofhere,itwasanythingbut…Asitturnedout,it

wastheentranceofyetanotherundergroundpalace!

Thereweretoweringstonepillarsoneithersideofthenewlyuncoveredundergroundpalace,and

besideeachpillarwasaplatform.Themiddleofeachplatformgaveoffafaintlight,illuminatingjust

enoughforallofthemtoseewheretheyweregoing…

PreviousChapter

“Hotd*mn!Tothinkthattherewasanotherpalacedownhere!Infact,thisonelooksmuchlargerthan

thepreviousone!”exclaimedRay.

“Pleasebecareful,everyone!Anddon’tdoanythingstupid!”warnedGerald,hopingthateveryonehad

learnedtheirlessonaboutrandomlytouchingthings.

“Copythat!Still,whatarethosethings,Mr.Crawford…?Theylooksoluxurious!”askedRayashewalked

towardoneoftheplatformstogetacloserlook.

“ThoseareTreasureGlazePlatforms.They’respeciallyusedtolightupcandlesticksusedforsacrificial

rituals.Thefiresinthemcanlastforever!”explainedOldFlintwhenhesawthatGeraldwasmakingno

efforttoreply.



Uponhearingthat,Raywasrightfullyshocked.Tothinkthatsuchmagicalitemsexisted…

Hisawewascutshort,however,wheneveryonesuddenlyheardoneofLech’smenscreaminagony!

Bythetimetheyturnedtolookathim,hisentirebodywasalreadyburning!Withscorchedskinand

eerilyhollowed-outeyes,itwasn’tlongbeforeallthatremainedofthemanwasapoolofbloodonthe

ground!

Withhowgruesomelyhehaddied,everyonewasunderstandablyterrified.

Thoughtheymadesuretodistancethemselvesfromthatpoolofblood,thesamethingsoonhappened

toyetanotherofLech’steammembers!Beforethesecondmemberdied,however,Geraldandthe

otherswereabletonoticeseveralblack,spider-likecreepy-crawliescrawlingalloverthepoorman’s

body.

Beforetheycouldevenregisterwhatwasgoingon,everyonefrozewhenmillionsoftiny‘squeaks’could

suddenlybeheardallaroundthem!

Immediatelylookingaroundtoinvestigate,Geraldrealizedthatcountlessofthespider-likecreatures

hadappearedandwerecurrentlyalloverthesurroundingpillarsandontheground!

“Run!Hurry!”yelledGeraldasheimmediatelydraggedhispartytowardtheinnermostpartofthe

undergroundpalace.

Ofcourse,Lechandhisremainingmenfollowedcloselybehind,thoughsoonenough,bothpartiesfound

thatitwasuseless.Theywerecompletelysurroundedbyendlessspiders!Therewassimplynowhereto

retreat!



“W-whatshouldwedo,Mr.Crawford?!”askedtheanxiousRayinafearfulvoice.

Asinglespiderwasscaryenough,butnowthatthereweremillions?Itwasbeyondterrifying,tosaythe

least.

Frowningdeeply,Geraldthenyelled,“Tryusingfire!”

Hearingthat,everyonequicklygatheredwhatevertheysawthatcouldbeburnedbeforelightingthem

upandtossingthemtotheground.

Totheirhorror,manyofthespiderspersevered,andthefirewasnothingmorethanatemporary

obstructionforthem!

Withthatinmind,itwasn’tlongbeforemoreofLech’steammembersgotintocontactwiththespiders

andturnedintopoolsofbloodaswell…

Seeingthat,Geraldandtheremainingsurvivorswereterrifiedoutoftheirminds…Noneofthem

wantedtodiesoterribly…

Calminghimself,Geraldrackedhismindforasolution,untilsuddenly,anideacametohim.

LookingatJuno,Geraldthenquicklyasked,“Juno!Doyouhaveanythingthatrepelsinsectswithyou?”

Uponhearingthat,shenoddedbeforereplying,“I-Idohaveacanofinsecticidewithme!Idon’tknow

howusefulit’llbe,though!”

“Justgiveittome!Hurry!”instructedGeraldasJunoquicklyfishedoutherinsecticidefromherbag.



Thankfully,Junohadbroughtalongthatcanofinsecticidetodeterinsectsfrombitingthemwhilethey

wereintheforest.Tothinkthatitwouldactuallybealifesaver…

Regardless,thesecondtheinsecticidewasinGerald’shand,heimmediatelysprayeditonthe

surroundingspiders…anditseemedtowork!

Thesecondtheycameintocontactwiththeinsecticide,thespidersrapidlybeganretreating!Theywere

saved!“…Thankgodyoubroughtalongthisyoungwoman,Gerald…!Otherwise,wewould’veallmetour

makertoday…!”mutteredthestillfearfulLech,asheexpressedhisgratitudetowardbothJunoand

Gerald.

HadJunonotbroughtalongthatcanofinsecticide,they’dsurelyhavediedtoday…

Followingthat,Geraldthenbrokethecanopenbeforerubbingsomeoftheliquidinsideonhisclothes.

“Rubsomeofitonyourbodies!Withanyluck,it’llcontinuewardingoffthespiders!”instructedGerald.

Hearingthat,everyonethenquicklybegandoingjustthat,makingsuretorubasmuchoftheinsecticide

aspossibleontotheirclothesandshoes.Hopefully,thiswouldkeepthespidersaway…

Nowthatthecrisiswasover,OldFlintthensaid,“…I’mguessingthevampiresraisedthosespiders.Ifmy

analysisiscorrect,anybloodthatthespiderssuckcanlaterberetrievedbythevampiresfortheirown

consumption…”

“Howabominable!Tothinkthattheywouldactuallyraisesuchhorriblecreatures!”scowledGerald.

Thenagain,itmadesense.Onlythevampirescouldthinkofsuchaviletactic…

Regardless,Geraldandtheothersthenresumedinspectingtheareasoonafter…



Sometimelater,oneofLech’smencamerunningtowardthem—fromthedeeperpartsofthe

undergroundpalace—asheshouted,“Captain!We’vemanagedtolocateastonedoordeeperin!”

Hearingthat,bothpartiesimmediatelyrushedtowardthatplace,andsoonenough,theyweregreeted

bythesightofamassivestonedoor…

“Pushthedooropen!”yelledLech.

“Copythat!”repliedhisremainingmenastheyinstantlybeganpushingthedoorinhopesofopeningit…

Totheirdismay,nomatterhowmuchtheypushed,thestonedoornevermovedaninch!

Seeingthat,Geraldthensaid,“Sinceitcan’tbeopenedbyforce,I’msurethere’samechanism

somewherethat’llgetittoopen!”

Followingthat,Geraldquicklybeganinvestigatingtheareainsearchofmechanismsthatwouldtrigger

thedoortoopen…

JustasGeraldhadanticipated,itwasn’tlongafterbeforehefoundaspotonthewallsthatcouldbe

pushed.Pushingitdownhard,thestonebeganmovingbackward…andsoonenough,aloudsound

couldbeheard!

Withthemechanismnowtriggered,thestonedoorbeganquivering,andsoonenough,itbeganrising!

“Marvellous!Youtrulyareamazing,Mr.Crawford!”praisedLech.

Eitherway,bythetimethestonedoorwasfullyopened,everyonecouldn’thelpbutmomentarilygape



inawe.Pastthedoor,wasalarge,glazedhouse,alongsidetwostonebridges.Addingthattothefact

thatthefloorwaspavedwithbluestone,thesightwasnothingshortofextraordinary…

Oncetheysnappedoutofit,everyonerushedtooneofthestonebridges.However,uponpeering

below,whatawaitedthemwasn’tarivernorapool…Instead,itappearedtobeabottomlessabyssthat

struckfearintoanyonewhosawit…

Regardless,thegroupthenmovedpastthebridgeandsoonfoundthemselvesstandingrightbeforethe

glazehouse.

“…Thehouseappearsancient…Ifmyguessiscorrect,thenthisshouldbethecentermostpartofthe

vampires’territory!”declaredOldFlintashesighedratheremotionally.

Tothinkthatallofthemhadfinallyreachedthedeepestpartofthevampires’territory…Theentire

journeytrulyhadbeendifficult,andmanylargesacrificeshadundeniablybeenmadetogetthisfar…

However,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldandtheothersnoticedaproblem,thatbeingthefactthat

thehouse’slargedoorwaslocked.

Seeingthat,Lechimmediatelyordered,“Men,unlockthedoor!”

Hearingthat,aspecialistfromLech’steamquicklytookafewtoolsoutfromhisfannypackandgotto

work…

Nottoolongafter,aclattercouldbeheard,signifyingthattheunlockingprocesswasasuccess!

Withthat,Lechthenpushedthedooropenandeveryoneelsemadesuretofollowbehindhim.Upon

entering,however,theyquicklyrealizedthattheinsidesweremostlybarrenasidefromalargediscin

themiddleofthehousethatwassurroundedbyfourpillars…



“Nowwhatcouldthatbe…”mutteredtheslightlycuriousGerald.

Hearingthat,OldFlintthensaid,“…Thisshouldbewherethevampirescultivatethemselves.Lookingat

thedisc,I’mguessingthatonlytheleaderofthevampiresisallowedtositthere!”

AsGeraldnoddedinunderstanding,Lechhimselfcouldbeseenfrowningasheaskedinadissatisfied

tone,“…Whateverthecaseis,there’snothinginhere!Areyousurewe’vefoundtherightplace?”

TherewassimplynothingofvaluethatLechcouldsee.

“Thisisdefinitelythevampires’territory!I’msureofit!”repliedOldFlint,histoneresolute.

Uponhearingthat,thedisappointedLechcouldonlychoosetobelievetheoldman’swords.

Shortlyafter,Lechledhismenawaytostartsearchingtheplaceforvaluables.Geraldandhisparty,on

theotherhand,remainedintheglazehouse,hopingtouncoveranyinformationfromthedisc.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeLechandhisteammatesdiscoveredasecretroomatthesideofthehouse…

Uponentering,theireyesinstantlywidened.Thisplacewasfilledwithrichesandtreasuresofallkinds!

Uponcloserinspection,therewasevenagiantpellet-makingfurnaceinthemiddleoftheroom!

Walkingtowardthetablebythefurnace,Lechwasquicktonoticeseveralbottles—rangingfromsmall

tolarge—placedneatlyonit.

“Therearelotsofpelletshere,captain!Arewetakingthemawayaswell?”askedoneofLech’smen.



“Whatkindofbullsh*tquestionisthat?Ofcourse,we’retakingthem!They’revaluablemedicines,you

know?They’llsurelysellforaheftyprice!”retortedLech.

Hearingthat,hismenthenimmediatelybegantakingaction,carryingeverythingvaluable—thatthey

could—outoftheroom.Naturally,thisincludedthepellets.

Bythatpoint,Geraldandtheothershadalreadyleftthehouse.WhentheysawLechandhisteam

memberstakingsomanyspoilswiththem,allofthemwerenaturallyshocked.

Evenso,Geralddidn’ttrytostopthem.Afterall,unlikeLech—whohadspecificallycomehereinsearch

oftreasure—,Geraldandhispartyhadotherobjectives.Withthatinmind,therewasnoreasonforhim

tofightforanyspoilswithLechandhisteammembers.

Still,thatdidn’tstopRayfromwhispering,“Thosepeoplearewaytoocrazy,Mr.Crawford!”

“Paythemnoheed.Let’sjustfocusontakingcareofourselves!”repliedGeraldwithasubtlesmile.

OldFlinthimselfthenaddedinaserioustone,“They’llbepunishedsoonerorlater.Afterall,those

treasuresarecursed!Whoevertakesthemwillsurelynothaveagoodend.Withthatsaid,don’teven

thinkabouttouchinganyofthetreasuresyousee!”

“OldFlintisright.Nomatterhowprecioustheitemsyouencounterare,nevertakethem!Actually,tobe

onthesafeside,don’teventouchthem!”GeraldmadesuretorepeatOldFlint’smessagejustto

emphasizehowdangerousitwastoeventouchthetreasuresinthisplace.Whilehumangreedwasnear

endless,self-controlwaskeyinsurviving,especiallyintheircurrentsituation…

Regardless,afternearlyhalfanhouroftransferringallmanneroftreasuresoutofthatroom,Lechand

hismenhadcompiledenoughrichestofillatleasttwolargecars…Seeinghowmuchtreasuretherewas,

itwasnowonderwhyLechandhismenhadbeendrawntothisplace…



Eitherway,onceLechgotoutofthesecretroomforthefinaltime,hethenwalkedtowardGerald

beforesmilingashesaid,“Thesearethetreasureswegotfromthatsecretroom,Gerald!Sinceboth

partieshavecontributedalottogetthisfar,I’mwillingtosharesomeofourspoilswithyou!”

Smilingsubtlyinreturn,Geraldthenreplied,“Iappreciatetheconsideration,Mr.Zak,butwedidn’t

comehereforthevampires’treasures.Withthatinmind,you’refreetokeepallthespoils!”

Uponhearingthat,Lechwasmomentarilystunned.TothinkthatGeraldwouldactuallyrejecttreasure!

‘Ifheandhispartydidn’tcomeherefortreasure,thenwhatdidtheycomeherefor…?’wonderedLech.

Afterabriefpause,Lechthensmiledashesaid,“…Wellthen!Sinceyou’rebeingsokind,I’llgladlyjust

takeallthetreasurewithmymen!”

Withthat,Lechandhismenthenbeganleavingthearea.

Oncetheywerequiteadistanceaway,oneofLech’scouldn’thelpbutaskinanastonishedtone,

“Were…theyuninterestedinthetreasure,captain?Butifthat’sthecase,whydidtheycomehereinthe

firstplace…?”

Lechonlysneeredinresponse,hisexpressiongloomy.

‘Thereareclearlyonlytworeasonswhytheywouldhaverejectedmyoffer…Eithertheyreallydohave

anotherobjective…Orthere’ssomethingevenmorevaluabledownhereasidefromwhatwe’vefound!’

Lechthoughttohimself.

Attheveryleast,hehadmoreorlessaccuratelyguessedthatGeraldandhispartyhadnointerestinthe

treasuresincetheywereaftersomeotherimportantthingthatwasuselesstoLechandhismen.



Geraldandhispartythemselveswould’veneveranticipatedthatLechwouldactuallythinkaboutthem

thatway…

Allofasudden,oneofLech’smenbeganscreaming,“S-spiders!Massivespidersupahead!”

Turningtolookatthemanwhohadshouted—whowascurrentlyattemptingtofleebackward—Lech

staredwide-eyedasseveralhumongousspidersbeganleapingoutfromtheabyssunderthestone

bridge!WithoutevengivingLechandhismenafightingchance,thelargespidersinstantlyattacked

them!

Astheyattemptedtodefendthemselves,Lechandhismenquicklyrealizedthathundredsofsmall

spidershadalsorushedoutandhadnowcompletelysurroundedthem!

Seeingthat,GeraldandRayinstantlywantedtohelpthem.However,theywerepromptlystoppedby

OldFlintwhodeclared,“Stop!Notastepfurther!”

“What?Whycan’twehelpthem?”askedthevexedGerald.

“Haveagoodlook!Thespidersaren’tcomingforusatall!They’reonlyrushingforthatgroup,which

provesthatthecurseofthetreasuresisstartingtotakeeffect!”explainedOldFlint.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldfinallyunderstoodwhyallthiswashappening.“Sowhatyou’resayingisthat

thespiderswillonlyattackthosewhotouchthetreasures?”askedGerald.

WatchingasOldFlintnodded,Geraldandhispartywereinstantlyshocked.Tothinkthatthespiders

wouldactuallyselecttheirpRay…

Meanwhile,Lechandhisremainingteammemberswerebeingswallowedalivebythegiganticspiders!



Itwastrulyagruesomesight…

StaringatGerald—whowasstillstandingbythedoor—thepitifulLechwhowasgettingdevouredcould

onlyplead,“B-brotherCrawford…!Please,saveus…!”

“H-Help!Please…!”screamedtheotheragonizedmembersofLech’steamaswell.

Evenso,therewasnothingthatGeraldcoulddo.Allofthemhadtakenthecursedtreasuresduetotheir

immensegreed.Inotherwords,theyhadbroughtallthisuponthemselves.Withthatinmind,Gerald

couldonlywatchhelplesslyastheycontinuedscreamingandgettingeaten…

Lechhimselfwastorncleaninhalfbeforebeingtossedrightintotheabyss…

Asfortherestofhisteammembers,theywerecompletelyswallowedupbythesmallerspiders,andall

thatwasleftofthemnowwerepuddlesofblood…

IthadbarelyeventakenminutesforLechandhisgrouptobecompletelytakenout…

Regardless,nowthatLechandhismenhadbeendealtwith,thegiantspidersthenturnedtoeyeGerald

andhisparty.

ThoughGeraldandhispartyvigilantlystaredbackatthem,intheend,thespidersnevermadeamove

onthem.Instead,theysimplyreturnedintotheabyssunderthestonebridgealongwiththesmaller

spiders…

ThiswasnaturallyapleasantsurpriseforGeraldandhisgroup.Tothinkthatthespiderswouldactually

leavethembe!Withtheirworstfearsnowover,theycouldallfinallytakebreathsofrelief…

Rayhimself—whohadearlierbeenanxiousoutofhismind—couldn’thelpbutsitontheground,finally



abletocatchhisbreathnowthatthedangerhadpassed.Afterawhile,thestilljitteryRaythenturned

tofaceGeraldandOldFlintbeforesaying,“Thatwaswaytoonerve-wracking,Gerald!Thankfullyyou

warnedusaboutnottouchingthetreasure,OldFlint!Otherwise,wewould’vesurelysufferedthesame

fate!”

Afternoddinginagreement,GeraldandOldFlintthenbeganheadingovertowhereLech’steammates

haddied…Evenfromafar,allthetreasuretheyhadbeencarryingcouldbeseenlyinginpilesonthe

ground…

Astheygotcloser,Gerald’snosecouldn’thelpbuttwitch,promptinghimtoask,“…Doyousmellthat?”

SmellingthesamelightscentthatGeraldwas,OldFlintthenexplained,“…Thisissandalwoodincense.

Thevampiresmusthaveusedthistolurethespiders!Itappearsthatthisishowthe‘curse’operates!”

Feelingenlightened,Geraldthenreplied,“Sowhatyou’resayingisthatthesmell—thathadoriginated

fromthetreasure—endeduptransferringontoLechandhismenaftertheytouchedthem?Andthatthe

spidersonlyattackthosewhohavethesmelllingeringaroundthem?Ifthat’sthecase,everything

makessensenow!”

Asitturnedout,the‘curse’wasmerelyanoverstatement.Intheend,itwasanexplainable

phenomenonthatsimplyrequiredalittlemoreinvestigation…

Shakinghishead,OldFlintthensighedbeforesaying,“Still,theyonlyhavethemselvestoblame…Had

theynotbeengreedyenoughtotouchthetreasure,thespiderswouldn’thaveattackedtheminthefirst

place!”

Asthesayingwent,youreapwhatyousow…

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldwasn’tinterestedinthinkinganyfurtheraboutitanymore.Somethings

andpeopleweresimplydestinedtoberuined.WhilehewantedtosaythatLechwassimplyunlucky,it

washonestlynotthatmuchofasurprisethatheendedupdyingthisway…



Soonafter,Geraldandtheothersreturnedtothechamberoncemore…

However,onceinside,theyweresuddenlygreetedbyoddknockingsounds…

Nowfeelingvigilant,Raycouldn’thelpbutlookatGeraldasheasked,“…Doyouhearthat,brother

Gerald?”

Nodding,Geraldthenreplied,“Ido.”

Withthat,allfiveofthemimmediatelybeganlookingfortheexactsourceofthesound…until

eventually,Geraldrealizedthatitwascomingfromtheverycenteroftheroundplatforminthe

chamber…

“…Thesoundiscomingfromoverthere!”saidGeraldashepointedattheplatform.

Hearingthat,everyonequicklygatheredaroundtheplatformbeforepressingtheirearsontoit…True

enough,nowthattheirearsweredirectlyontheplatform,theconstantknockingbecameevenclearer!

Uponcloserinspection,theknockingsoundedalmostrhythmicaswell.

“…Do…youthinksomeonecouldbetrappedinside,Gerald…?”askedRay.

“…Judgingfromtherhythmicknocking,thatmayjustbethecase!”repliedGerald,feelingthatonlya

livingthingwouldbecapableofmakingsuchvariedknocking.

Afteraslightpause,Geraldtheninstructed,“…Investigatetheplatform,Ray!Wemaybeabletoopenit

up!”



Hearingthat,Rayinstantlydidashewastold.Afterawhile,henoticedsomethingodd.

Pointingatanobscurepullringontheroundplatform,Raythensaid,“Gerald,IthinkI’vefound

something!”

Walkingovertohavealook,Geraldcouldseethatachainwasattachedtothepullring.Inotherwords,

itcoulddefinitelybepulled.

“…Allofyou,standback!I’mpullingthering!Thesecondyoufeelthatsomething’swrong,Iwantyouto

leavethisplaceimmediately!”orderedGeraldashelookedattherestofhispartymembers.

Oncetheywerequiteadistanceawayfromhim,Geraldthenbegantuggingthepullring…

AsGeraldclosedhiseyestight—sinceheneededquiteabitofforcetoeventugthepullring—the

othersheldtheirbreathsastheykepttheireyesgluedontheroundplatform,readytoboltifanything

badhappened.

Regardless,theclankingofchainssoonbeganechoingacrossthechamber…

Afteralittlewhile,Geraldcouldn’tbebotheredtuggingslowlyanymoreandsimplyyankedthe

chain—thatwasseveralmetersinlength—tillitcouldnolongerbetugged.

Nowthatthechaincouldn’tbetuggedanyfurther,theroundplatformslowlysplitintwo,revealingan

openinginthemiddleofit!

Seeingthat,Rayandtheothersdidn’tdaretomoveaninch,simplyremainingvigilantastheywaitedto

seewhatwouldhappennext…

Gerald—beingthefearlesspersonhewas—ontheotherhand,simplytossedthechainontotheground



beforewalkingtowardthenowopenplatform…

Staringintothehole,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutraisehiseyebrows…Imprisonedatthebottom,appeared

tobeastrong,long-haired,ape-likecreature…

“…What’sdownthere,BrotherGerald?”askedRayinawhisperyvoice.

Lookingatthem,Geraldthenquietlysignaledforthemtocomeovertohavealookforthemselves.

Seeingthat,theothermembersofGerald’spartythencreptoverbeforepeeringdownaswell.

LookingatOldFlint,Geraldthenasked,“…Doyouhaveanyideawhatthatis,OldFlint…?”

Afterseeminglythinkingforawhile,OldFlintthenreplied,“…Ifmyeyesdonotdeceiveme,thatshould

beablackgibbon.Irecallataleaboutthevampiresraisingablackgibbonandusingittohelpthem

catchhumans…Perhapsthisistheone!”

AsGerald’seyeswidened,Rayquicklysaid,“Then…thisblackgibbonmustbeafiercebeast!It’sbest

thatwekeepitlockedundertheplatform!”

Trueenough,suchaviciousblackgibboncouldn’tbeallowedtorunfree.Otherwise,itwouldsurely

spelltrouble!Unfortunately,Rayhadsaidthatabittoolate.

Afterall,thebeasthadlongbrokenfreeofitschains,andithadsimplybeentrappedbeneaththeround

platformforthelongesttime.Nowthattheplatformwasfinallyopen,however,itnaturallywantedto

escape.

Withthatinmind,thesecondRay’ssentenceended,anear-piercingroarcouldbeheard!Asplitsecond

later,theblackgibbonleapedrightoutfromthebottomoftheplatformthatwasatleastafewmeters



high!Whatsuperiorjumpingcapabilities!

Seeingthat,Geraldandtheothersinstantlybackedawayastheyvigilantlystaredintotheeyesofthe

beast.Thegibbonitselfstaredbackateachofthembeforebeatingitschest!

Beforeanyonecouldreact,thebeastboltedrightoutofthechamber,disappearingfromview!

Sinceithadn’tattackedthem,allofthemfoundthemselvesfeelingslightlyconfused.Thenagain,they

weren’tcomplaining.Afterall,attheveryleast,theynowhadonelessproblemtoworryabout…

“…Alright,weneedtostartlookingfortheexit.Weshouldn’tstayhereanylonger!”declaredGerald.

Afterall,whoknowswhatotherdangerstheywouldfacehere.

Whileitwastruethatthegibbonandspidershadn’tchosentoattackthem,itdidn’tmeanthatthere

weren’tanyotherthreatsdownhere.Geraldhimselfbelievedthattheyshouldn’tpushtheirluckby

stayingdownhereforanylonger…

Regardless,afterhearingthat,Ray,Juno,andNorireadilyagreed.Afterall,theyhadallbeeneagerto

leavethisplaceforawhilenow.OldFlinthimselfsimplyagreedcalmly.Afterall,beingusedtosuch

situations,fearwasthelastthingonhismind.

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldandtheothersthenbeganlookingfortheexit…

Insteadofanexit,however,thepartysoonbumpedintowhatappearedtobetheentranceofanother

chamber…

Uponentering,theywereinstantlygreetedbythesightofasandalwoodcasketdecoratedwithgold

trims…Thecasketitselfwassuspendedafewmetersabovethegroundbyfourchainsthatheldontoits

corners…



“Mygod!Ineverimaginedallthistobewithinamountain!Whatamassiveplace!”exclaimedRay,his

eyeswidened.ForRay,thisentiretriphadbeenincredible,andnearlyeverythingthathadhappened

hadamazedhim…

OldFlinthimselfslowlywalkedtothebottomofthecasket.Afterexaminingitforawhile,hisvoice

almostsoundedemotionalashemuttered,“This…Thismustbewherethevampiresburiedtheir

ancestors…!Thiscasketmusthavebelongedtothefirstancestorofthevampires…!”

“What?Butthatmeansthiscasketmusthavebeenhereforthousandsofyears!”exclaimedGerald.

Indeed.Countlesspeoplehaveattemptedtolocatethecasketofthefirstvampireancestorinorderto

obtainthevampiricpearlwithinit…”repliedOldFlintwithanod.

“Thevampiricpearl?Youcameherelookingforthat,right?”askedGerald.

“Idid.Thevampiricpearlisatreasureofthevampiresthat’llallowmetoobtainanewbody!”explained

OldFlint.

Uponhearingthat,Geraldsimplynodded.Whilethetreasurecertainlysoundedintriguing,hewasn’tall

thatinterestedinit.Afterall,hehadonlycomeheretohelpOldFlintout.

Regardless,afterproperlyinspectingit,Geraldthensaid,“…Well,itseemssafeenough.Let’sopenthe

casket!”

Hearingthat,OldFlintthennodded,eagertofinallybeabletogethishandsonthevampiricpearl.

SeeingnoobjectionsfromOldFlint,GeraldthenturnedtofaceJunoandNoribeforesaying,“Youtwo,

stayadistancefromus!Ifanythinggoeswrong,runforit,understand?”



Naturally,JunoandNoriobeyed.Quicklywalkingtowardtheentrance,bothofthemthenstoodstill,not

daringtomovearoundtoomuchastheywaitedforGeraldandtheothertwotobeginuncoveringthe

casket…

Seeingthatthegirlswerenowatasafedistance,GeraldthenfacedRaybeforeinstructing,“Ray,come

overhere!You’reinchargeofunchainingthosetwocornerswhileIunchainthesetwo!”

Oncebothofthemgotintoposition,GeraldandRaythenslowlybeganunchainingthecasket…and

oncethefinalchainswerereleased,thecasketfelltothegroundwithaloud‘thud’,instantlysendinga

cloudofdustflyingallovertheplace!

Sincethecaskethadbeenhereforthousandsofyears,itwasn’tallthatsurprisingforittobethisdusty.

Whateverthecasewas,theirnextstepwastoopenit…

“…Alright,standthereandhelpmepushthelidoff!”orderedGerald.

“Surething,Gerald!”repliedRayashedidashewastold…

Followingthat,Geraldthenpushedhardtoopenthelidofthecasket…andsoonenough,thecontents

insidewereplainforalltosee.

Everyonecloseenoughwasgreetedbythesightofabodythatcouldn’tdecayanyfurtheraswellas

severaltreasuresthathadbeenplacedalongwiththecorpse.

Seeingthat,OldFlintinstantlybeganinvestigatingthecontentsofthecoffin…

“Wherecouldthevampiricpearlbe…?”askedGeraldinacurioustone.



However,beforeOldFlintcouldcomeupwithananswer,Gerald—whohadnoticedthatthevampire’s

throatwasbulgingslightly—quicklyadded,“…I…Ithinkit’sinhisthroat!”

Withthatsaid,Geraldthentookasmallknifeoutbeforeslicingopenthecorpse’sthroat…Andsure

enough,ablood-redpearlsoonrevealeditself!Itwasthelegendaryvampiricpearl!

HandingittoOldFlint,Geraldthenasked,“Thisshouldbeit,right?”

Theoldman’shandsnowquivering,OldFlintthenemotionallyreplied,“…Yes…Yes,itis…I’vefinally

foundit…Thevampiricpearl…!Tothinkthatitwouldbesowellpreserved…!”

Despitethejoyousoccasion,itwasaroundthenwhenthevampire’sbodycrumbledintoashesbefore

promptlydisappearing…

Seeingthis,Geraldcouldn’thelpbutfrownslightly.Forsomereason,hefeltthatsomethingwasoff…

Regardless,theoldmanquicklybeganmumblingexcitedlytohimselfashewalkedovertoalonecorner

toadmirethepearl…

Whilehisbehaviorwasslightlyodd,GeraldandRaysimplyexchangedglanceswithoneanother.

Whateverthecasewas,theirmissionwascompletenowthattheyhadobtainedthepearl.Withthatin

mind,itmeantthatitwashightimetheyfinallyleftthishorribleplace…

Withthat,Geraldthensaid,“…Alright,sincewe’vegotwhatwewanted,let’shurryandleavethisplace

already!”

Naturally,Nori,Juno,andRayagreedtothatwithoutasecondthought.

Astheyquicklygatheredtheirthingstopreparetoleave,Raycouldn’thelpbutnoticethatOldFlintwas



stillstandinginthesamecorner,thoughhewasnowtremblingforsomereason…

Findingitslightlyodd,Raythencalledout,“OldFlint,we’reabouttoleavenow!”

However,thesecondhissentenceended,Ray’seyeswidenedwhenOldFlintturnedbacktoglareathim,

hiseyesnowfullycrimson…

Shiveringinfear,Raythenyelled,“Um,G-Gerald?Something’swrongwithOldFlint…!”

Hearingthat,heturnedtolookattheoldmanandquicklyfoundhimselfshockedtoseeOldFlint’sstate

aswell.

“…OldFlint…?What’swrong?”askedGeraldinaserioustone,hiseyebrowsfurrowed.

Unfortunatelyforthem,thiswasn’ttheOldFlinttheyusedtoknowanymore.Whilehisappearance

remainedthesame,thered-eyedbeingbeforethemwasnownothingmorethanablood-craving

monster…

“Gerald,lookathisthroat!There’saredglowthere!”yelledRay,promptingGeraldtofocushisgaze

there.

TruetoRay’sobservation,therereallywasaredglowthere,anditwasthenwhenGeraldunderstood

whatwashappening.OldFlintmusthaveswallowedthevampiricpearl!Asaresult,hewasnowa

bloodthirstyvampire!

Withabloodcurdlingroar,everyonewatchedwide-eyedasblooddrippedfromthecornersofOldFlint’s

widenedmouth…beforetheoldmanboltedforGeraldandhisparty!

Vampireslovedconsumingthefreshbloodofthelivingthemost…Withthatinmind,Geraldknewthat



OldFlintnowsawhimandhispartyasnothingmorethanameal!

Understandingthat,Geraldquicklyrushedforwardwhileyelling,“Getout!Allofyou!I’lldealwithhim!”

Uponhearingthat,RayinstantlybegandraggingJunoandNorioutofthearea,thetriothenhidingnot

toofarofftoobservewhatwouldhappennext.

GeraldhimselfimmediatelysummonedhisAstrabyssSwordbeforeslashingitontoOldFlint!

However,whatfollowedwasaloud,‘clunk’!Asitturnedout,notonlywastheswordineffectiveagainst

theoldman,butOldFlint’sbodywasnowashardassteel!Fromthelooksofit,theoldman’sskinwas

nowprobablyswordandbulletproof!

SeeingthatGeraldwasfightingback,OldFlint—whonolongerrecognizedGerald—attemptedtoclawat

theyouth,thoughGeraldwasabletododgehisattackbytakingastepback.

Growlinginannoyance,theoldmanthenleapedatGerald,attemptingtopinhimdown!Ofcourse,

Geraldwasn’tabouttogivehimthatchance.Afterwaitingfortheperfectmoment,Geraldretaliated

withakick,sendingtheoldmanflyingbackward!

WhileGeraldmanagedtoavoidgettingattacked,OldFlinthimselflookedperfectlyfineashegottohis

feetagain.Fromthelooksofit,Gerald’spowerfulkickprobablyfeltlikenothingmorethanatickleto

theoldman…

Roaringinanger,OldFlintquicklybeganchargingtowardGeraldagain,thistimemorefranticthan

before!

Inresponse,Geraldtossedoutwhatseemedtobeaghostlychainasheyelled,“SoulChain!”



ThechainitselfflewtowardtheoldmanbeforewrappingitselfaroundOldFlint’sbody!Nowbound,Old

Flintbeganthrashingaround,desperatelytryingtofreehimself.Withhowviolenttheoldmanwas,

Geraldcouldn’thelpbutthinkthathadheusedropeinsteadoftheSoulChain,OldFlintwould’ve

brokenfreebynow…

Regardless,seeingthattheoldmanwastemporarilybound,GeraldwordlesslyboltedtowardOldFlint

beforepokingathisthroat!

Andjustlikethat,thevampiricpearlcameflyingrightoutofOldFlint’smouth!

Theseconditwasout,OldFlintappearedtocalmdownconsiderably,hiseyesquicklyreturningtotheir

initialcolor…Asitturnedout,thevampiricpearltrulywastheculprit…

Whateverthecasewas,OldFlintsoonregainedhisconsciousness…Nowsoberedup,thefirstthingthe

oldmanaskedwas,“…What…Whathappenedtome…?”“…Don’ttellme…Youdon’tremember

anythingatall?”repliedGerald.

Shakinghisheadinhisslightconfusion,ittrulyappearedthathehadnomemoryofwhathadjusttaken

place.

“…Tellme,whydidyouswallowthevampiricpearl?”askedGerald.Afterall,hadtheoldmannot

swallowedit,hewouldn’thaveenteredthatmaddenedstate.

“I…What?I…swallowedit…?!”repliedOldFlint,hiseyeswidenedindisbeliefashestaredatGerald.

“Youdid!Afterswallowingit,youturnedintoamadmanandstartedattackingus!”explainedGerald.

AfterhearingeverythingthathadhappenedfromGerald,OldFlintcouldn’thelpbutlookatthe

pearl—thatwasstillontheground—ashemutteredinhisbewilderment,“…I…ThelastthingI

rememberwasyougivingthepearltome…IhadnoideaIdidallthatafterthat!”



Staringattheoldman,Geraldhadafeelingthathewasn’tlying.Callitagutfeeling,butGeraldchoseto

believeOldFlint’spointofview.

However,ifOldFlinttrulyhadn’tbeenincontrolofhimselfwhenhestartedattacking,thatclearly

meantthatthevampiricpearlwasthesourceoftheproblem.

Still,ifthatwasthecase,whydidn’tanythinghappentoGeraldwhenhetouchedthepearlearlier?

Whatbizarresecretslaybehindallthis…?

Whateverthecasewas,afterthinkingforabriefmoment,GeraldtoldRaytohandhimapieceofcloth.

Onceheobtainedit,Geraldthenwrappedthepearlinitbeforeslippingitintohisbag.

Itwasbetternottohavesuchaterrifyingitemtooclosetohim.Otherwise,whoknewwhatwouldend

uphappening?

Eitherway,itwasn’tlongafterbeforeGeraldandtheothersmanagedtofindawayoutofthevampires’

territory.However,nowthattheywerefinallyfree,thepartyoffivedidn’tdescendthemountain.

Instead,theywentupward.

Soonenough,itbegansnowingratherheavily…Itcertainlydidn’thelpthatthenorthwindwasblowing

sohard.

“Whythehellisitsnowingallofasudden?!Whatevenisthisplace?”exclaimedRayinhissurprise.

“Let’snotthinkaboutthatfirst…Weneedtofocusonfindingshelter!”repliedGeraldashekeptaneye

outonanyplacetheycouldhidefromthesnow.

AgreeingwithGerald,thefivepeoplequicklybeganscoutingthroughthearea…andeventually,they



foundadarkcave.

Bythatpoint,thesnowwasfallingsoheavilythatitwasevidentthatasnowstormwascomingsoon.

Withthatinmind,Geraldandtheotherswerethankfulthattheyhadmanagedtofindshelterbefore

thathappened.

Uponentering,theyfoundthatitwasaprettysuitableplacetowaitoutthesnowstorm.Evenifitwasn’t,

itstillbeatbeingburiedbysnowinthemiddleofnowhere…

Oncetheyenteredabitdeeper,however,Rayquicklypinchedhisnoseashegrumbled,“Thehell?What

onearthisthishorriblesmell?”

HearingRay’scomplaint,Geraldandtheothersquicklycaughtontothepungentodoraswell.Soon

enough,itgotsoterriblethattheyfeltlikevomiting!Evenso,theydidn’thavemuchofachoicebutto

remainhere.Itwaseitherthis,ordyingunderlayersofsnow…

“…Justbearwithit.Someanimalsmayhavebeenherebefore!”repliedGerald.

Noddinginresignation,everyonesimplysatdown,hopingthatthesnowstormwouldendsoon…

Totheirdismay,itshowednosignsofstopping,evenafterquiteawhile.

Whiletheydidn’trealizeit,allfiveofthemslowlybegandozingoff…Tobefair,theyhadn’trestedforan

entireday,soitonlymadesenseforallfiveofthemtofeelcompletelydrained…

Thoughhavinganapwasn’treallyanissue,therealproblemwasthattheydidn’tknowwhatinhabited

thiscave…

Andsoonenough,tworedglintscouldbeseencomingfromdeeperwithinthecave…Asthetwoglints



camecloser,itwasslowlyrevealedthattheyweretheeyesofahugewhitebear!

SinceGeraldandtheotherswerecurrentlyfastasleep,noneofthemknewhowdangeroustheircurrent

situationwas!

Regardless,afterlookingatthefivepeoplewhohaddozedoffatthecave’sentrance,thebearseemed

particularlyinterestedinRay.ThefactthatRaywassnoringonlyattractedthebear’sattentioneven

more!

SlowlymovingtowardRay,thebearquicklybeganlickinghisface!

“…Fivemoreminutes…WhatisitGerald…?Hasthesnowstopped…?”mumbledthesleepyRayashe

beganpattingthebear’sface…

Thesecondhefelthowunnaturallyfurry‘Gerald’was,Rayinstantlyfroze.This…Thiswasn’tGerald,was

it.

Bythetimeheopenedhiseyes,Geraldandtheotherswerealreadystaringvigilantlyatthebear.To

thinkthatsuchadangerouscreaturewouldbelivinginthiscave!Withhowclosethebearwas,allof

themcouldsmellitandevenfeelthewarmthitsbodywasexuding…!

SlowlymotioningforRaynottomovehastily,Raygulpedbeforeslowlyturningtoseewhathewas

patting…andthenextthingheknew,hewasstaringstraightintotheeyesofthewhitebear…!

Instantlyoverwhelmedwithfear,thebearappearedtosensethat,anditimmediatelyletoutaterrifying

roar!

Seeinghowwidethebear’sjawsnowwere,GeraldimmediatelyyankedRayawayfromthebearbefore

yelling,“Run!”



Hearingthat,therestofthepartyinstantlyboltedoutofthecavetogetherwithGerald!

Quitehonestly,theywould’vebeenmuchbetteroffiftheyhadn’tchosentorun.Afterall,thewhite

bearimmediatelygotexcitedwhenitsawhowfastGeraldandhispartywererunning.Intheend,itwas

acarnivore,anditcravedfreshmeat,especiallyfromsuchlivelyhumans!

Withthat,thewhitebearquicklybeganchasingafterthem!

Instinctivelyturningbacktolook,Raywashorrifiedwhenhesawthatthebearwaschasingafterhim!

“H-hey,now!I’mallskinandbones,brother!Stopchasingmealready…!”yelledRayinhisdesperation

ashecontinuedfleeingfromthehungrybear.Itwashisfirsttimebeingchasedbyawhitebear,andhe

hopedthatifhesurvived,therewouldn’teverbeasecondtime.Whatanutterlyhorribleexperience!

Bythatpoint,GeraldhadmanagedtofindasafespotforJunoandthetwootherstohidein.

RunningtowardRay,Geraldthenyelled,“Overhere!Hurry!”

Uponhearingthat,RayinstantlybeganrunningtowardGerald!

SeeingthatthebearwasstilltargetingthefranticRay,GeraldquicklysummonedtheAstrabyssSword,

hopingtofinishoffthewhitebear.

“Leaveittome,Ray!Gohidewiththeothers!”orderedGeraldasthebearcamedangerouslycloseto

him.

Aimingclosely,Geraldthenslashedtheswordthesecondthebeargotcloseenough!Whiletheattack

wasabletohit,Geraldhadonlymanagedtoinflictaminorcuttothebear’sunderbelly!Inotherwords,

thebearwasn’tallthathurtyet!



Nowirritated,thebearstompeditspawsbeforechargingfiercelytowardGerald!

Inbarelyasecond,thebearwasalreadyinchesbeforeGerald!Evenifhedidn’tdiefrombeingsmacked

bythewhitebear,hewassuretostillgetseriouslyinjured!

Ofcourse,Geraldwasn’tabouttograntitthatopportunity.

Dodgerollingtillhewasrightunderthewhitebear’sbelly,Geraldthenstabbeditrightintothebeast!

Withhowloudlythebearhadroaredinresponse,Geraldknewthathehadfinallymanagedtodeal

substantialdamageonthebear!

Evenso,thatstabwasn’tenoughtokillit.Infact,itonlymadethebearevenmoreenraged!Now

lookinglikeithadgonemad,thebearbeganattackingGeraldwithallthatithad!

Ifitwasn’tforthefactthatthiswasalife-or-deathsituation,thesightofGeraldandthebearleapingall

overthemountainwashonestlyquiteamusing.

Regardless,afterrealizingthatitwasn’tgoingtobeabletogetitshandsonGerald,thebearsuddenly

switchedtargetstotheotherswhowerehiding!

Realizingthatthebearwasrunningtowardhisfriends,Geraldthenyelled,“Careful!It’scoming!”

Seeingtheincomingbear,therestofGerald’spartyquicklyattemptedtodispersefromthetreethat

theyhadbeenhidingbehindthisentiretime!

Beforetheyknewit,however,thebearhadrammeditsheadrightintothetree!Whilenoneofthem



weredirectlyhitbythebear,theimmenseimpactofthecollisioncausedallfourofthemto

momentarilylosetheirfooting!

Unluckily,Junotookasteptoofarbackwardandwasnowfranticallyattemptingtobalanceherselffrom

fallingrightintothevalley!

Uponseeingthat,Geraldinstantlyboltedtowardthescene!

Givingthewhitebearahardkick,thebeastendedupflyingrightdownthevalley!Withthemainthreat

nowgone,GeraldthenrushedtosaveJuno!

Whilehewasjustintimetograbontoherhand,thesoilattheirfeetwasabittooloose,andbothof

themendedupfallingrightintothevalley!

Eyeswidenedinhorrorastheywatchedtheirfriendsfalldownthevalley,RayandNoricouldonlyyell,

“Gerald!Juno…!”

Itwassometimelaterbeforetheduofinallyawokeagain…Somehow,theyhadmanagedtosurvivethe

fall…Lookingaround,theyquicklyrealizedthatastraybranchhadbrokentheirfall!

Whateverthecasewas,Geraldfoundhimselfquicklyaskinginaconcernedtone,“Areyoualright,

Juno?”

Noddingsubtly,Junothenreplied,“I’mfine…Ijusthurtmyarmabit…I’mguessingit’sasprain!”

Watchingassherubbedherarm,Geraldquicklybeganexaminingitbygentlypinchingit…Afterawhile,

Geraldbreathedasighofreliefashesaid,“…Yeah,itshouldjustbeasprain.Thankfullyit’snota

fracture!”



Hearingthat,Junofeltmuchmorerestassured.

Still,shecouldn’thelpbutlookdown.Theywerestillquiteadistanceofftheground…Itcertainlydidn’t

helpthatitwaspitchdarkdownthere.Neitherofthemknewwhatlaydownthereatall…

“…Say…howareweevengoingtogetdown…?”mutteredJuno.

“Hush.Doyouhearthat?”repliedGeraldashelookedatthegirl.

Uponhearingthat,bothofthemmomentarilyfellsilentastheyperkedtheirears…

Afterashortwhile,bothofthemwidenedtheireyesbeforeshoutingatthesametime,“…That’sthe

soundofflowingwater!”

“…Say,Gerald…?Doyouthink…?”mumbledGeraldassheturnedtolookatGerald.

“Indeed!Fromthesoundofit,thereappearstobeariverdownthere!”repliedGeraldashenodded

confidently.

“…Then,areyouthinkingof…?”askedJunoasshepaidcloseattentiontohisresponse…

SeeingthesubtlesmileonGerald’sfaceaftershesaidthat,sheknewthatGeraldhadgotthemessage.

Intheend,Junowasprobablytheonlypersonwhocouldunderstandhimsoquickly…

“Youknowme,Juno!Sincewedon’thaveanyfurtheroptions,wecanonlytakerisks!”repliedGerald.

Sinceitwasquiteadistancedownandtheydidn’thaveanyotherwayofdescending,theyjusthadto



taketheriskandhopetheyfellintotheriver…

“…Agreed!I’mwithyou!”

JunotrustedGeraldalot,whichwaswhyshewasn’tagainstGerald’sdare-devilishsuggestion.

Whatmore,iftheyleapedtogether,they’datleastdietogether…Thoughneedlesstosay,surviving

togetherwasdefinitelystillJuno’smaingoal.

Regardless,afterreadyingthemselves,GeraldthenlookedatJunobeforeasking,“Ready?”

Watchingasshenoddedfirmly,Geraldthenhuggedhertight…beforebothofthemplungeddeepinto

thevalley!

Fallingfaster,andfaster,itwasonlyafewsecondslaterwhenbothofthemfellintoabodyofrunning

waterwithamassivesplash!

Astheyhadguessed,therereallywasariveratthebottom,andthankgodtheywereright.Theriver

savedtheirlives…

Whateverthecasewas,nowthattheywerestillalive,Gerald—whohadn’tletgoofJunothisentire

time—quicklyswamJunototheriverbank…

Nowsoakingwetandfreezing—sincetheriverwaterconsistedoffreshlymeltedsnowfromthe

mountains—Junocouldn’thelpbutfindherselfshivering.

Seeingthat,heknewhehadtogetthemwarmassoonaspossible.



Withthatinmind,Geraldthenwordlesslybeganrunningintoanearbyforesttogatherdrybranches

andtwigs.Oncetherewasenough,hequicklyrubbedtwostickstogether,andwithenoughfriction,a

firewaseventuallystarted…

Pleasedwithhowwellthebranchesandtwigswereburning,Geraldthencalledout,“Overhere,Juno!

Hurryandtakewhateverclothesyoucanofftoletthemdryaswell!”

Toocoldtoevenreply,Junothenshiveredoverandremovedeverything—buther

undergarments—beforesittingrightbesidehimbythefire…

SeeingthatGeraldthenwrappedhisarmsaroundherforextrawarmth…

Whenshefinallygotwarmenough,Junocouldn’thelpbutblushwhensherealizedhowcloseshenow

wastoGerald…

Geraldhimselfcouldn’thelpbutfeelthattheshygirllookedextremelylovelyunderthelightofthe

fire…

Regardless,withhowtightlyhewasholdingontoher,Junofeltagreatsenseofsecurity…And

throughoutherlife,Geraldhadbeentheonlypersonwhohadmadeherfeelthissecure.

Eventually,Junocouldn’thelpbutraiseherhead,smilingasshesaid,“It’ssonicetohaveyoubymyside,

Gerald!”

Smilinginresponse,Geraldthenpeckedheronherforeheadbeforereplying,“I’llbebyyourside

throughoutthisJuno!You’llalwaysbesafewithme!”

Nodding,Junogladlybelievedinhiswords.Aslongasshewaswithhim,shefearednothing.



Itwasabouthalfanhourlaterwhentheirclothesfinallydriedup.Withthat,theduogottotheirfeet

andbeganleavingtheforest.Afterall,thesoonertheyreunitedwithRayandtheothers,thebetter.

Afterstridingthroughtheforestforawhile,ablackwolfsuddenlyleapedoutfromthebushes!

Watchingasitchargedtowardthem,Geraldswiftlypuncheditrightinthehead,resultinginthe

agonizedwolfhowlingonefinaltimebeforeitfelltotheground,dead!

Tobeabletokillawolfwithjustasinglehit,Gerald’spunchingforcewastrulynothingtoscoffat…

Eitherway,Geraldfoundthewolf’sappearancetobeablessing.Afterall,theydidn’thavetoworry

aboutstarvingnow!

“Areyouhungry,Juno?Also,I’massumingyou’venevertriedwolfmeatbefore?”askedGerald.

Startled,Junoinstantlyshookherhead.Sheknewwherethisconversationwasgoing…

“Great!Ihaven’ttastedwolfbeforeeither,sothiswillbeanicegustatoryexperienceforbothofus!Not

thatwehaveanyotherfoodsourcesanyway,sowemayaswelljustfillourbellieswithwhatwehave!”

addedGerald.Naturally,Junowasn’tagainstthatidea.

Regardless,Geraldthengottoworkprocessingandbutcheringthewolf.

Hemadesuretoproperlyskinthewolfsincewolffurcouldbesoldforaprettyheftyprice.Oncethat

wasdone,hethenslicedthewolf’smeatintomanageablepieces.

Afterwashingthemeatbytheriver,Geraldstartedanotherfire.Oncethatwasup,grilledwolfmeat

wassoontocome…



Itwasneveragoodideatotravelwithanemptystomachandbothofthemknewit.Withthatinmind,

eatingtilltheywerefullwastheircurrentbestcourseofaction.

Inlessthanhalfanhour,thewolfmeatwasalreadywell-doneandbothofthemcouldfinallydigin.

Usingalargeleafhefoundasaplate,Geraldthentoreoffafewchunksofthecookedmeatbefore

handingthemtoJuno.

Aftergettingsomeforhimselfaswell,bothofthemthensatunderatreetoenjoytheirmeal.

Takingthefirstbite,Gerald—whoreallyhadn’ttastedwolfmeatbeforethis—couldn’thelpbutexclaim,

“Mygod!Wolfmeatisdelicious!It’sunlikeanythingI’veevertastedbefore!”

Whilethetastinesswasdefinitelyaplus,evenifitwasn’tdelicious,Geraldwould’veeatenthemeat

anyway.Afterall,thegoalwasjusttofilltheirbellies.

Eitherway,oncetheyhadtheirfill,thetwoputthefireoutbeforegettingtotheirfeet,readytoresume

theirjourney.

However,atthatmoment,therustlingofleavescouldbeheard…Alertedbythesound,Geraldquickly

pulledJunoalongandhidinanearbybush.

Itwasn’tlongafterbeforeafewoddandfragile-lookinghumanoidscameoutfromtheforest…

Shockedbywhattheywereseeing,GeraldandJunothenwatchedonasthecreaturessurroundedwhat

remainedofthewolf’scorpsebeforegnawingatitsbones!

Judgingfromthewaytheyweredevouringthecorpse’srawmeatandsuckingitsblood,Geraldsuddenly

hadanideawhattheycouldbe.



Could…thosebeferalvampires?

“Gerald…?Doyouhaveanyideawhatthosemonstersare…?”askedtheconfusedJuno.

“Ifmyguessiscorrect…They’referalvampires!”mutteredGerald.

Uponhearingthat,Junogaspedloudlythoughshemanagedtostopherselffromscreaming.

Unfortunately,thatwasallittookfortheferalvampirestorealizethattheyweren’talone.

Watchingastheferalvampiresbeganlookingaround,Geraldknewforafactthatitwasonlyamatterof

timebeforetheygotdiscovered.

Withthatinmind,hethengrabbedJuno’sarmbeforewhispering,“We’vebeenfound!Weneedto

run!”

BeforeJunocouldevenreply,Geraldwasalreadytuggingheralongasheboltedfromthescene.

Naturally,thisinstantlycaughttheferalvampires’attention!

Roaringferociouslyastheygavechase,thesightofalivinghumanthatpromisedfreshbloodwassimply

toomuchofatemptationfortheseblood-cravingcreatures!

Andthusbeganthegameofcatandmousebetweentheduoandtheferalvampires.

Withhowfasttheferalvampiresnaturallywere,allofthemsooncaughtupwithGeraldandJuno!



Realizingthattheyhadbeensurrounded,theterrifiedJunocouldn’thelpbutworriedlyask,“W-what

now,Gerald…?”

“Don’tworry,I’mhere!”comfortedGeraldastheglaringferalvampirescontinuedgrowlinglikebeasts

atthetwohumans…Therewassimplynoeasywayoutofthis.

Theverynextsecond,thefourferalvampiresbegantheirassaultonGeraldandJuno!

Watchingastheirclawsextendedtowardtheduo,GeraldquicklysummonedhisAstrabyssSwordbefore

slashingthefirstferalvampirethatgottooclose!

Andjustlikethat,theferalvampirethatwasslashedwascutcleaninhalf!

Withbloodspewingoutoftheirdeadbrethren,theotherthreeferalvampiresinstantlybeganbacking

off.Afterall,theynowknewthatGerald’sswordwasnottobetakenlightly.

“Comeatmeifyou’renotafraidtodie!”growledGeraldasheglaredattheremainingferalvampires.

Seeminglyunderstandingwhathehadjustsaid,thetriothenturnedaroundbeforeboltingoff.

Whilethecrisiswasnowlifted,Geraldhadcometolearnthatthoseferalvampireswereactuallyrather

timid.Afterall,theywereeasilyscaredandfledsoquickly.

Regardless,Geraldthenputawayhisswordbeforesaying,“Alright,let’sleavethisplacebeforethose

feralvampirescomeback!”

Withthat,theduoresumedtheirjourneywithGeraldtakingthelead…andhalfanhourlater,they



finallymadeitoutoftheforest.

Oncetheywereoutside,Geraldimmediatelytookhisphoneout.Finally,somereception!

HehadearlierplannedtocontactRayandtheothers,thoughtheforestnaturallypreventedhimfrom

calling.Whateverthecasewas,therewasreceptionnowsoitwashightimehefinallytriedtocontact

Raysothattheycouldregroup.

ToGerald’sdismay,Raywasn’tpickingup.Frowningslightly,hethentriedafewmoretimes.Intheend,

however,theresultremainedthesame…

ThefactthattherewasbeepingasthecalltriedtoconnectmeantthatRaydefinitelyhadreception.So

whywasn’thepickingGerald’scallup…?

Thinkingaboutit,therewereonlytwopossibilitiesastowhythiswas,thefirstbeingthatRayandthe

othershadn’tnoticedthecall.Thesecond,however,meantthattheycouldverywellhavegotten

themselvesintotroubleandwereunabletoanswer…

Whileitwasunfortunate,Geraldhadahunchthatthesecondpossibilitymademoresense…

Afterall,Raywasaddictedtogadgets,sotherewasnowayhewouldeverignorehisphone.Thefact

thatRaystillwasn’tansweringeventhoughhehadreceptiononlysolidifiedGerald’stheorythat

somethingmusthavehappenedtothem.

SeeingthatGeraldwasstilltryingtocallRay—afterquiteawhile—theconcernedJunowaspromptedto

ask,“…Do…Youthinksomething’shappenedtothem,Gerald…?”

Furrowinghisbrowslightlyatthethoughtofit,Gerald’sexpressiondarkenedashenoddedwhilesaying,

“…That’sverypossible,especiallysincewe’vebumpedintoferalvampireshere.Ihaveasneaking

suspicionthatRayandtheothersmusthaveencounteredthemaswell!”



“…W-what?Then,they…”exclaimedJuno,herheartfeelingheavy.

“Don’tworry,OldFlint’swiththem.Ifanyoneknowshowtodealwithferalvampires,it’shim!Withthat

inmind,theferalvampiresshouldn’tbeabletohurtthemthateasily!”repliedGerald,attemptingto

reassureJunothoughhewasn’tallthatsureabouttheirsafetyeither.Still,hesimplydidn’twantJunoto

worrytoomuchaboutthematthemoment.

Afterall,theimportantthingnowwastotryregroupingwiththem.

Withthatinmind,theduoimmediatelybegansearchingfortheirpartymembersattheedgeofthe

forest.

Notlongafter,theymanagedtocomeacrossabagthatlookedstrikinglysimilartoRay’s…Upon

rummagingthroughit,theyfoundhismobilephone.Withthatinmind,thebagundoubtedlybelonged

toRay…

Nowonderhehadn’tansweredanyofGerald’scalls…Hehadbeenseparatedfromhisbagandphone!

Whiletheyatleastknewwhyhehadn’tbeenpickingupnow,GeraldandJunowerealsomuchsurer

thatsomethingterriblemust’vehappenedtotheirotherpartymembers…


