"Didn't Brandon send you here to collect Vivian
things? It's all in that box inside. Sean, you don't"f.‘_;
need me to ask someone to help you carry it to '
your car, do you?" Luke nodded toward the big box
on a round wooden table and snorted disdainfully. |

Sean glanced at the box, smiled, and said, "It's fine.
| can handle it myself. | can see that you're very
busy here. If you need my help, tell me. I'm willing

to be of assistance."

There was no emotion on Luke's face, beside the

| ubiquitous look of cunning in his eyes fl

ne was used to seeing. "We




~ which were practically abuse and tortur
~ patient got well there or came back from

place. It was said to be like hell on earth.
Luke was more ruthless than Sean had realized.

'It's a nursing home abroad. Don't worry. | have
spoken to the doctors, and they will take good
care of Vivian." Sneering, Luke ordered the
medical staff to remove Vivian from the premises
as soon as possible. "Hurry up. This crazy woman
is polluting our air. She stinks!"

Sean didn't notice the stench of excrement until
" he heard Luke's words.

e watched as the medical staff b




3 The medical staff behaved as though Vivian
worthless cargo. They ignored the humanity of -
their prisoner. At one point the stretcher tilted, and
Vivian would have fallen to the ground had she
not been strapped in place. She sobbed for help.
Sean lost himself in her eyes. She was struggling
and crying, completely lucid and aware of what

was happening. 2

He suspected Luke was lying when he claimed
Vivian was mad. This was her punishment.
Revenge for the shame Vivian had brought to the
family.

- Vivian would spend the rest of her life in torment.

"Why are you looking at her like that?




wondered what Catherine would think if she saw
Vivian strapped down and raving.

"What are you looking at? Vivian's things are all

here." Luke approached Sean and stared at him
curiously.

Sean looked down at the box before he picked it
up. He weighed it in his hands and smiled. "l was
just thinking how lovely your living room looks."
Then he got in the car and left.




