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Chapter 1041
Jayden responded, “Yeah, Hank spilled the beans to Clair.”

Marcus said, “Hank’s a sly fox, and he could be full of crap. You guys better d
ouble—check to make sure he didn’t pull the wool over your eyes.”

Jayden answered, “Roger that.”

After a brief pause, Marcus asked again, “WVhen did the real Clair get to see H
awthorne after she was locked up?”

Jayden answered, “In June of that year, when Cornelia was just a wee six mo
nths old

Marcus did some quick math. “So the real Clair hooked up with Hawthorne bef
ore the divorce, then Hank whisked her away from Rosenberg to Riverton. Th

at same December, the fake Clair tied the knot with Granger, and by March th
e next year, Natalia was born.”

Jayden said, “That’s the long and short of it.”

Marcus continued, “Three months after fake Clair married Granger, the real Cl
air popped out Natalia, then this kid was carted off to the Reese family by the f
ake Clair. To keep people from sniffing

around about the kid’s real roots, the Reese family Judged Natalia’s birthday t
0 September Something this big, you think Granger’s in the dark?”

Jayden suddenly got it, “President Hartley, are you implying that the real Clair’
s death has something to do with Granger?”

Marcus had his suspicions, but no hard proof, “Hank and the fake Clair are bot
h Rosenberg natives, they had no clout in Riverton back in the day, making so
mebody disappear isn’t exactly a cakewalk.”

Jayden said, “I'll start digging into Granger then”



Marcus said, “Granger definitely knows about the two Clairs, and about Natali
a’s real parentage. He’s all about the bottom line, why
the hell did he agree to play daddy for Natalia?”

Jayden said, “The Reese family has been itching to hitch up with the Hartley f

amily and they wanted to marry Natalia off to you. Once Natalia becomes your
wife, the Reese family can rake in the dough, that’s why he’s cool with ackno

wledging her Other than that, | can’t think of any other motive.”

Marcus shook his head, “There’s probably more to this that we don’t know abo
ut, dig deeper.”

Jayden responded, “Will do.”
After hanging up, Marcus pocketed his phone and looked up at the night sky.

The city was full of towering buildings, and in the heart of it, all he could see lo
oking up was building after building. Stars were a rare sight.

At this moment, he felt like he was lost in a fog. No matter how hard he tried, h
e couldn’t see what was ahead..

He lit up a cigarette and took a few hard drags, Brennen’s cold words from a f
ew days ago echoed in his

ears, “Marcus, if you have to choose between the Hartley Group and Cornelia,
what’s it gonna be?”

He
had responded, “Cornelia’s my wife, and the Hartley Group became globally f
amous under my management, | can’t do without either, | want both.”

Brennen said, “You want it all? Can you handle it? Marcus, don’t bite off more
than you can chew, or you might not even know what hit you”

Marcus sneered, “You think you can touch me with your little tricks?”

Brennen replied, “l managed to off Granny Rebecca without you noticing a thi
ng, do you think | couldn’t do the same to Cornelia? Of course, you could call
my bluft. use her life to test me and see if I'm capable.”
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Marcus was the kind of guy who would try anything, no fear.

But when it came to Comelia’s life, he shouldn’t roll the dice.

Brennen went on, “Marc, have you been feeling chest pains, a decline in visio
n, and chills recently? Do you know what’s really up?”

Lately, Marcus had been feeling these symptoms. His chest was constantly in
discomfort,
his vision was deteriorating rapidly, and his body often felt as cold as

ice

He thought it might be the aftermath of a gunshot wound from years ago, but
apparently it wasn't.

Marcus smirked, “When did you slick me?”

Brennen replied coldly, “Vhen you were a

kid, about five A buddy of mine developed a deadly drug that can kill without a
trace. Once it’s injected, the drug slowly destroys the victim’s organs. In abou
t twenty years or so, the person’s organs would be completely eaten away, lea
ving only death waiting”

Brennen said such cruel words without a hint of emotion/Marcus seemed unaf
fected as though he wasn’t the one injected with the lethal drug.

Brennen continued,

“Twenty years, that’s a long time. Even if the person who was injected dies a
horrible death, nobody would trace it back that far, so no one would find the re
al killer. He used to test on mice, but their lifespan is too short to last twenty y
ears. He wanted to test on a real human, and that’s where you came in. You
were only five then twenty—five in twenty years, it

seemed perfect. So, he injected you.”

Marcus stared at the man in front of him. Who could be more cold—
blooded than Brennen, willing to kill his own son?



He laughed, “You’re so sure | won't kill you for spilling the beans?”
Brennen said, ‘1 have nothing left to lose, what’s there to fear?”

Marcus said, “According to you, | should have been six feet under by twenty—
five, but I’'m almost twenty—nine now.”

Brennen said, “Lasked my buddy what’s the deal, if the expenment had failed.
He told me to be patient, that the drug has different effects on different individ
uals, a three to five years margin of error is normal. There have been cases of
people injected with the drug dying around the twenty—year mark.”

Marcus said, “You guys don’t give a damn about human lives.”

Brennen said. “Don’t make yourself sound so high and mighty. You’ve used e
xtreme measures too. As
for murder, as long as it’s traceless, no one can find me. No

one can arrest me.”

Marcus said, “l don’t mind tossing you back in the slammer for a few decades.

Brennen said, “/’m not worried about myself. Whether it’s ten years or several
decades in jall, it’s all the same to me. But your wife Cornelia is a different stor
y. I've been thinking, if you kick the bucket, could Cornelia handle the responsi
bility of the entire Hartley Group? How would she deal with all those greedy pe
ople outside who want a piece of the Hartley Group?”

Marcus was very familiar with his own health
condition. If what Brennen said was true, he might indeed not have much time
left.
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Marcus knew
that once he kicked the bucket, if Cornelia was still kicking around the Hartley



Group, if she wanted to help Granny Luisa and him keep the Hartley Group, th
at would be like throwing her to the wolves, fighting for scraps with them.

Thinking back on his convo with Brennen that day, Marcus felt his uncase gro
wing stronger. All he could think about was that he couldn’t let Cornelia be in s
uch a dog—eat—dog world no matter what.

His train of thought was interrupted by a phone call. Marcus pulled out his pho
ne to see “Zavier Rivera” on the screen. They hadn’t touched base for a while,
so he had no clue why Zavier was calling this late.

Marcus picked up the call and heard Zavier say, “Marc, how about we grab a f
ew drinks?”

Marcus put out his cigarette, “You in Riverton?”

Zavier laughed, “‘How else would | invite you for drinks if | weren’t in Riverton?
You coming?”

Marcus said, ‘Cornelia’s already asleep. Let’s do it tomorrow night. I/l bring he
r along

Zavier wasn’t surprised at all that Marcus turned him down, “Without Cornelia,
can’t find your way?”

No matter how Zavier tried to rile him up, Marcus didn’t bite, ‘|
anything else, I'm gonna hang up the phone.”

f you don’t have

Zavier said, “We’re mates, can’t | just call to shoot the breeze?”

Marcus asked, “What do you want to talk about?”

Zavier chuckled, “About Clair, I've got the lowdown.”

Marcus said, “Don’t get too chummy with Brennen, it won’t do you any good”

Zavier said, “Are you worried about me? Or afraid | might team up with him an
d you can’t handle us?”

Marcus said, “You think you can easily control the situation? Don’t forget, that
guy is Brennen.”



Zavier
said, “So what? Didn’t you have him thrown in jail, for a whole ten years.”

Marcus said. “You don’t know...”

He almost spilled the beans about that day, but luckily he stopped himself in ti
me, “Brennen is more dangerous than you think.”

Zavier said again, “Even if he is that dangerous, as long as I’m not his enemy,
what can he do to me?”

Marcus said. “Some people can hurt their own kin, do you think he cares if yo
u’re his enemy or not?”

Zavier said. “Let’s drop it, talking about him only brings us down. | just wanted
to ask, do you want to know where Clair really went?”

Marcus said, “Tve got people on it, we’ll have info soon.”

Zavier said, “There’re only three people who know where Clair went, Hank, Fa
ke Clait and Granger. To

get the truth out of them, that’s a tall order. So, you might as well call off your
people, don’t waste resources.”

Marcus said, “How would | know if | don’t look?”

Zavier said, “Alright, then keep digging. When you’re stumped and can’t find t
he answer, you can
come to me. | won't ask for anything in return, /’ll tell you everything”

Marcus said, “l appreciate it in advance then.”

Zavier said, “Marc...”

Marcus said, “Talk”
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Zavier said,” If you want to show your thanks, do it with actions. Where is Skyl
er now? How’s her life going?”

Marcus replied, “I've told you, | have no idea where she is.”

Zavier’s voice suddenly turned cold, “You really have no clue where she is? If
she gets into trouble, if something happens, /'l make Cornelia feel the same f
ear”

Marcus responded, “Zavier, | can’t accept what you just said” He hung up, his
eyes icy and terrifying behind his silver glasses.

Just as he was about to go back to his room, his phone rang again. It was Zav
ler Marcus rejected the call outright. He called several times in a row, and final
ly, Marcus picked up.

Zavier said, “Marcus, | was out of line just now, | apologize”
Marcus responded, “/ don’t accept.”

Zavier said, “Why are you doing this to me? /t’s you
who hid my wife. You’ve messed up with me, and | just said something wrong.
Why should | apologize?”

Marcus responded, “/ didn’t ask you to apologize!”
Zavier cursed, “Damn it!”
Marcus asked, “Zavier, what are your true feelings for Skyler?”

This time, Zavier didn’t hesitate or try to hide his feelings, ‘1 love her. | miss he
r all the time. I’'m always hoping she can come back to me. Marcus, | really wo
n’t hurt. Skyler again, can you give her back to me?”

Marcus replied, “You once hurt her in the name of love. She chose to abort yo
ur child, rather die than be with you”

Upon hearing this, Zavier still felt suffocated, “l always thought Skyler was my
pet. spoiled her, took care of her, helped her family, and gave her all the good
things. | thought no matter what | did, she would never leave me. | thought sh
e left because she didn’t appreciate. But these months without her, I've reflect
ed on this. Loving someone is not the way | used to do

it. The most basic requirement to love someone is to respect her, just like you



do with Comelia If a girl can’t even get basic respect with me, what right do | h
ave to say | love her?”

Marcus listened, he could hear from his tone that Zavier really seemed to hav
e realized what his problem was, “Skyler

Is doing well, and | will convey what you said to her, Whether to see you or not
, that’s her call.”

-Zavier was relieved, “Where is her?”
Marcus didn’t respond.

Zavier added, “Then please tell her for me, everything before was my mistake.
| didn’t consider things from her perspective. If she can forgive me, come bac
k to me, I'll do everything | can to make her life better.”

Marcus chuckled.

Zavier asked, “What are you laughing at? Every word | say is from the heart.
None of it is false.”.

Marcus said, “Your sweet talk has no effect on me, you should save it for your
wife.

Zavier asked, “Marc, do you seem to have changed a bit?”

Marcus questioned back, “Really? What’s changed about me?”

Zavier continued. “You’ve become more persuadable, gentler. It seems Corne
lia has had a big influence on you, | really want to know what magic she has t

0 make a man like you change so much.”

Marcus answered, “Cornelia is the best girl I've ever met. It’s enough that | kn
ow how good she is, you don’t need to

Zavier said,
“Are you worried that | might steal your wife? Don’t worry, for me, Skyler is the
best girl.”

Marcus simply smiled and said nothing more.
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After a while, Zavier’s deep voice echoed again in Marcus‘ ear through the ph
one, “‘Marc.

Marcus lit another cigarette, “Shool.”

Zavier continued, “We’ve known each other for a decade. You've always been
an Important figure to me, and | don’t want to be your enemy.”

Marcus flicked the ash, took a deep drag on his cigarette, then said, “If you do
n’t want to be my enemy, then get the hell away from Brennen.”

Zavier responded, “It’s just a scratch—-my—back—t—scmtch—

yours situation with him. We both know better than to trust each other fully. W
e’re both watching our own backs. Plus, | reckon if it comes down to it, | could
take him.”

Marcus let out a cold chuckle

Zavier asked, “Are you laughing at me? Doubling my chops?”

Marcus changed the subject, “Did Granger spill the beans about Clair?”
Zavier answered. “Who else could it be? Granger’s Reese Group is going dow
n the tubes. If they can’t find someone to bail them out soon, they’ll be declari
ng bankruptcy. Granger is desperate now. Anybody who’s willing to fork out th

e dough, hell call daddy. When | heard this affair involved you,
| agreed to throw some money at the Reese Group.”

Marcus said, I’'m not interested in the backstory, cut to the chase.”
Zavier said, “l1 can confirm that the real Clair is died”

Marcus wasn’t shocked. The Reese family
and the fake Clair were all snakes who would stop at nothing to achieve their



goals. Once the fake Clair replaced the real one, the real Clair was just a ticki
ng time bomb. No way the fake Clair would let that risk hang around.

Zavier continued, “Granger said after the fake Clair usurped her place, she an
d some guy named Hank tried to snuff out the real Clair Lucky for Clair, she g
ot a second wind after they dumped her in the mountains Granger’s men had

been tailing Hank and kept him in the loop, so Granger managed to save the r
eal Clair. He claimed he not only saved her, but also helped her change her n
ame and start a new life somewhere else

Marcus asked,
“If Granger said Clair’s still kicking, why did you say she’s dead?”

Zavier chuckled, “Do you buy his story? | dont. Granger doesn’t have a pot to
piss in tight now, and nobody’s willing to lend him a hand. He claimed Clair’s a
live and only he knows where

she is, obviously he’s trying to bait you into contacting him, then he can negoti
ate terms.”

Marcus said, “Tell him to pay me a visit.”
Zavier asked, surprised, “Knowing his game, you still want to see him?”

Marcus said, “She’s Cornelia’s birth mother. Regardless of whether it’s true or
not, | need to verify it myself.”

Even though Marcus knew Granger was full of hot air, he couldn’t take
chances. Even if there was a one in a million chance, he needed to investigat
e himself to give Cornelia a satisfactory answer in the future.

Zavier said, I’ll arrange it now, meet us at The Bubbly Barrel.”
Marcus responded, “Ill be there in half an hour”
After hanging up the phone, Marcus went back to the bedroom.

On the bed, Cornelia was curled

up into a ball. Her head buried in the pillow, occupying only a small part of the
left side of the bed. The air conditioner must have been turned down too low,
Cornelia’s arm that was outside the blanket was covered in goosebumps.



Marcus gently rubbed her arm until the goosebumps disappeared, then he tuc
ked her arm into the blanket

He moved her to the center of the bed, pulled up the thin blanket to cover her,
then planted a soft kiss on her forehead, preparing to leave.
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In the midst of her slumber, Comelia suddenly
gripped his wrist tight, murmuring his name, “Jeremy, you can’t leave me.”

Her voice was so gentle that it moved Marcus to the core. He bent down to kis
s her lightly, “Cornelia, ’'m here, I've always been here. Nothing can tear us a
part unless | drop dead.”

However, Cornelia didn’t respond. She wasn’t really awake but just clinging on
to him instinctively, scared he might leave her

“What a goo!”” Marcus held her hand for a while before leaving her side.

Due to staying a bit longer with Cornelia, Marcus was already half an hour late
to The Bubbly Barrel. Granger was already there. Not only Granger, but also

Cameron

Seeing Marcus enter, Cameron immediately got up to greet him, “Marc, long ti
me no see”

Marcus just glanced at him without responding and headed straight for the sof
a.

Zavier poured him a drink, “Fancy a couple of drinks?”

Marcus replied, “Been
having a sour stomach lately. Comelia won’t let me drink.”



Zavier chuckled, “President Harley, can you stop mentioning Cornelia all the ti
me? You sound like you can’t live without her.”

Marcus sincerely replied, “Indeed, | can’t live without her

Zavier was speechless.

Marcus turned to Granger, “Spill it.”

Granger drained his glass, “Marc, you’re a sentimental guy, and you love your
wife dearly. You wouldn’t want Cornelia’s mother to live a‘lonely life, would y
ou?”

Marcus asked, “Where is she?”

Knowing he couldn’t outdo Marcus, Granger cut to the chase. “If you help the
Reese Group through this crisis and get us back
on track, I'll hand Clair over to you.”

Marcus scoffed, “You think you’re in a position to bargain with me?”

Granger retorted, “If | werent, you wouldn’t be here. Your presence here show
s interest in what /’'ve got, so yes, | am”

Marcus replied, “Hand her over, and | assure the safety of the Reese Group.”
Granger challenged, “If | hand her over and you don’t help, what can | do? If y
ou help but I don’t hand her over, you could take the Reese Group down in a

heartbeat.”

Marcus stared at Granger, who seemed calm and not lying.

Granger turned to Zavier, “Mr. Rivera, back me up here.”

Zavier said, “Marc knows what he’s doing, what can | say?”

Just then, Marcus‘ phone in his pocket suddenly rang. He answered immediat
ely Ayden’s voice on the other end was grim. “President Hartley, just as you pr
edicted, someone tried to kidnap Cornelia soon after you left.”
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1 got it!” Marcus hung up the phone, instantly eyeing Zavier, then casting a gl
ance at the other two. He was radiating a cold, intimidating aura that made ev
eryone in the room feel his murderous intent.

Zavier figured Marcus had just gotten some news, but he kept his cool, smiled
and said, “Marcus, | know you have your people around Cornelia.

| know it won’t be easy to whisk her away, and that’s why | tricked you into co
ming here. | didn’t exactly lie to you though,

| just wanted to share a drink with you.”

Marcus adjusted his glasses, looking at Zavier with a chilly gaze, ‘l can forgive
a lot, but this, | can’t let this slide.”

Zavier dropped the act, smashing his glass on the table, “Marcus, you can hid
e my wife, but | can’t team up with others and take yours?”

Marcus helped Skyler because she was miserable with Zavier and wanted out
. What Zavier was doing, however, was teaming up with Marcus‘ enernies to t
ake Comelia. Zavier wasn’t stupid, he knew what would happen if Comelia fell
into Brennen’s hands, but he did it anyway.

Marcus looked at him, his eyes as cold as if he was eyeing a stranger, “Zavier
, | gave you a chance. You blew it. From now on, we’re enemies.”

Zavier sneered, “The moment you hid my wife Skyler and didn’t hand her over
, we became enemies. You can’t possibly still think | don’t care about what yo
u did. night? You can’t possibly still think that just by telling me Skyler’s where
abouts, /I'll forgive you.

| hate you, Marcus. | despise you to the core. | want to tear you two apart, ma
ke sure you never see each other again”

“Give it your best shot. With that, Marcus got up and walked out.

Zavier grabbed a bottle and smashed it on the table, “Marcus, don’t think | wo
n’t dare to do anything to you. I’'m telling you, if you walk out that door, you’re
my

enemy.”



Marcus didn’t hesitate, and walked out elegantly.

Seeing Marcus really leave, the Reeses were anxious, especially Granger, “Z
avier, you just let him leave? Have our guys got Cornelia?*

Zavier lifted his gaze to Granger, “You’ve known him for so many years. Do yo
u really not know what kind of person he is? If Cornelia was really taken, could
he be

so calm?”

Granger replied, “Marcus has always been good at controlling his emotions. |
can'’t tell from his expression whether or not Cornelia has been taken.”

Zavier said, “You’re such an idiot!”

Granger frowned in anger, “We
didn’t get Cornelia and Marcus left, what do we do now?”

Zavier retorted, “You’re asking me? Don’t you have a brain? Can’t you think fo
r yourself?”

Granger replied, “Mr. Rivera, things change. Today the Reese Groupisinab
ad spot and it seems like anyone can insult me. You’d better pray that the Riv
era family stays prosperous, or /’ll pay you back double for today’s insult.”

Zavier didn’t take Granger seriously, as always, “Well, I'll wait and see if you ¢
an rise again, see if you can pay back double.”

“Enough! We’'re partners, stop arguing!” As this stern voice echoed, Brennen
appeared at the door.

He glanced at the three men in the room, “We need to work closely together,
united as one, to succeed. We absolutely can’t afford any internal chaos. We
can’t let

Marcus defeat us.”

Zavier spat in Brennen’s
direction, whose face turned grave, “Mr. Rivera, what’s the meaning of this?”

Zavier replied, “I've lived for almost thirty years, /I've met all sorts of people, bu
t I've never seen anyone as cold—



hearted and shameless as you. Marc is your own son, look what you’ve done t
0 him.”

Granger listened on, thinking it was best to let these two fight it out for now.
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Brennen said, ‘1 only have one son, Who the hell is Marcus?”

Zavier was speechless.

Brennen continued, “Our attempt to kidnap Cornella

falled. Because of this, Marcus will definitely tighten up her security. /t’ll be tou
gher to get to her next time.”

Granger said, “
ur trap

f we can’t kidnap her, we can trick her into walking right into o

Brennen asked, “Got any bright ideas?”

Granger said, “We can spread a rumor that her mom, Clair, is still alive. Once
she hears that, she’ll be hell-bent on finding her.”

Brennen said, “That woman is smart. She won’t be easily fooled.”

Granger asserted, “She’s been with Marcus for a while, and they’ve got feelin
gs for each other. Trying to convince her that you made up the story about Ma
rcus killing Jeremy won'’t be easy. But this is a different case Her family is
dead. If she thinks her

mom is still alive, she’ll lose her cool. And people tend to screw up when they’
re not thinking straight.”

Brennen said, “In the absence of a better plan, you can give this a shot”

Granger said, “I'll tell her the news tomorrow. But who should deliver the mess
age to make sure she doesn’t suspect anything?”



Brennen said, “Her sister, | guess.”

Granger said, “Alnght, /I’ll message the little girl right away”
Zavier let out a cold laugh.

Brennen said, “Mr. Rivera, you have something to say?”

7

Zavier said, “l thought you were smart, but you’re just resorting to petty tricks.

Brennen asked, “Got any bright ideas?”

Zavier pulled out his phone, typed a message in front of everyone, and sent it
to Cornelia: | heard your mother is still alive.]

After sending it, he looked at the three men, “Do you know what real bait is? R
eal bait is concise information.”

Brennen chuckled, “Well, we’ll be waiting for your good news then.”
Zavier waved them off, “You can leave now. Don’t interrupt my drinking.”

“Mr. Rivera, too much alcohol is bad for your health. Brennen gave some fake
advice before leaving.

The people from the Reese family didn’t utter a word and followed Brennen ou
t.

After they left, Zavier slouched on the sofa, drinking one glass after another.
When he was drunk, he vaguely saw Skyler.

Skyler was wearing her favorite blue dress, standing in front of him, quietly ga
zing down at him with disappointed eyes.

*Skyler? Skyler, is that you? Are you back?” Zavier lunged forward to grab her
hand, and it felt like he really caught hold of something.
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Zavier gripped the soft hand tightly, kneading it over and over, “Skyler, is that r
eally you? You’re not mad at me anymore? You’re willing to forgive me?”

The woman tried to get closer to Zavier, “Mr. Rivera, I’'m not Skyler. But | can
be whoever you want me to be if you’d like.”

Her voice reached Zavier’s ears and he snapped half—
awake. He forced his eyes open, looking coldly at the stranger in front of him,
“You’re not Skylert Who sent you to pretend to be her?”

The woman said,
“Mr. Rivera, I'm not pretending to be anyone Mr. Reese sent me so you would
n’t be lonely.”

Zavier asked, “Granger?”

“‘Who else could it be?” The woman moved closer to Zavier, “Mr. Rivera, don’t
waste time. Let me keep you company in bed.”

Zavier grabbed the woman’s hand and shoved her away forcefully, “Buzz off!”

The woman was taken aback by the rejection but quickly regained her compo
sure. She looked at Zavier with a pitiful expression, “Mr. Rivera, what’s wrong
? If | did something wrong, tell me, I’ll change. I'll try to be like Skyler. You're s
caring me.”

Zavier suddenly reached out, clutching her throat tightly. You think you’re like
Skyler?

His actions frightened the woman,and she
grabbed his hand begging for mercy. “Me Rivera, I’'m sorry, let me go. | won't
do it again.”

“Go tell Mr. Reese to stop messing with me If he pisses me off, he’ll pay” Zavi
er let go of the woman, clearly disgusted

When Zavier got angry, few weren’t afraid of him. The woman quickly left after
being released.

Once again, Zavier was left alone in the room. He poured himself a drink, dow
ning like water and then burst into laughter, “Skyler, you heartless woman. Yo



u just left without a trace. Do you know, /’'ve been searching for you all over
the world these past few months, living like a ghost. Skyler, have you really for
gotten our years of love? Don’t you miss our old times?”

Getting to the heartbreaking part, Zavier

started chugging from the bottle. Soon, the bottle was empty, but he didn’t sto
p. After searching the world and not finding Skyler, he started drinking every d
ay, not caring about his business, wasting away like a walking corpse.

His grandfather even warned him that if Zavier continued to wallow like this, h
e would call a shareholders meeting to elect a new CEO, but it had no effect.
Zavier was highly capable, and Rivera Inc. was firmly under his control. Not ev
en his grandfather could interfere with him or Rivera Inc.

After finishing a bottle, he opened another. In his drunken haze, he seemed to
see Skyler again. He

laughed bitterly. “Heartless woman, you left me so easily. Why should | be the
one suffering endlessly? Are you worth it?”

Was she worth it?
He knew best! She was so worth it!

Without any unexpected events, he would be drinking till dawn again, falling a
sleep in a drunken stupor, and waking up groggily.

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart )

Score 9.9

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart ) Full Episode

Chapter 1050

Zavier, you’re clearly a cold—

hearted dude, stop pretending to be Mr. Romantic. If you keep up this act, you
might just trap yourself in your own chamcter, unable to break free. The voice
echoed.

Zavier looked up, his vision blurred, and chuckled, “The booze tonight is amaz
ing, getting drunk not only lets me see Skyler but also hear her voice. What is
this. drink? | need



the waiter to send some over to my place. | can savour it slowly Every time |
miss Skyler, Il have a sip, and then | can see her, hear her voice.”

And

with that, Zavier collapsed onto the couch, out like a light. He was unaware th
at not too far from his couch stood a slim, beautiful woman. The woman was
watching him, her face full of disdain.

Meanwhile, Marcus had retumed to Lakeview Estates.

He had been out and about, reeking of booze and other unpleasantries, so he
didn’t head straight to his room. Instead, he took a shower, changed into clean
pyjamas, and then went back to his room.

Not wanting to wake Cornelia, he walked softly and climbed into bed gently.

However, the moment he lay down, Cornelia snuggled into his arms. Marcus t
hought she had awakened, but looking down at her, he realised she was still s
leeping. just instinctively seeking him out.

He held her close, patting her back gently. And then he heard Comelia’s voice
, “Where were you?”

Looking down at her again, he saw her eyes open, “When did you wake up?”
“l woke up when you came back and took a shower” Comelia moved

closer to him, sniffing. “Did you sneak out to do something naughty? Why did
you have to take a shower before coming back to the room?”

Marcus laughed, “1 met a beautiful woman, and | smelled like her perfume.
| was afraid you would find out, so | had to take a shower first.”

Comelia responded, “1f you can sneak out to see a beautiful woman, | can sne
ak out to see a handsome man.”

Marcus retorted, “You wouldn’t dare!”
Cornelia countered. “If you can, why can’t 1?”

Marcus said, “l was just joking. | went out because Zavier asked me to. There
was rig other woman)



Comelia asked, “Did Zavier ask you
out again? Did he ask you where Skyler is?”

Marcus nodded, “Yes. Do you want to know where she is?”

Comelia said, ‘1 want to know, but don’t tell me. I’'m afraid | won'’t be able to re
sist looking for her and then /'l lead Zavier to her, and Skyler will have to mov

e again.

Marcus suddenly asked, “Comelia, have you ever
thought about living in another city?

Cornelia shook her head, ‘1 left Rosenberg for Riverton to go to college when |
was 18 bought my first house here. You're here

too. There are too many people and, things here that | can’t leave behind. I've
never thought about living anywhere else.”

Marcus suggested, “The Capital and Harbor City are pretty good”

Cornelia gripped his

hand tightly, saying, “If you’re tired of Riverton and want to live in another city,
I’ll go with you wherever you want to go as long as you need my company. As
long as you’re with me, anywhere can be our home.”

“As long as you’re with me, anywhere can be our home.” That was the most c
omforting thing to hear.

Chapter 1051
Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart )

Score 9.9

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart ) Full Episode



