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Chapter 1021

Comelia said, I’m all over the place right now, can’t think straight, and | ain’t n
0 genius. Don’t just go around throwing compliments at me.”

Marcus replied, “If you can’t get your head around it, don’t even try You've be
en busting your chops here for hours, go out and get some air”

Cornelia shook her head and continued reading Granny Rebecca’s diary, “1 w
ant to keep reading”

Marcus said. “Ainght, /I'll keep you company”

From the diary, Cornelia

found out that Robison was indeed not Granny Rebecca’s biological child. Tur
ned out, Granny Rebecca

had an ectopic pregnancy once, which led to a hysterectomy, rendering her u
nable to have kids.

Her grandpa truly loved her grandma and didn’t mind her infertility, and his lov
e for her didn’t waver. But back then, being childless after years of marriage w
as deemed a great sin

People started to badmouth her grandma

regardless of the reason. What was more, the Stewart family members even a
dvised Cornelia’s grandpa to divorce her grandma They argued that he was th
e only male in the Stewart lineage, and they couldn’t risk the family line dying
out.

Under immense pressure, Granny Rebecca even contemplated divorce, wanti
ng to escape this suffocating environment. But how could Cornelia’s grandpa j
ust stand by and watch his wife being belittled?

He claimed that he was the one infertile, and it had nothing to do with Granny
Rebecca Once he said that, everyone around them shut up. The family memb
ers who initially advocated for the divorce also changed their attitude towards
Granny Rebecca, they were worried that she might leave.



Thanks to Comelia’s grandpa, all the gossip was kept at bay, allowing Granny
Rebecca to continue her work at ease and even adopt two kids

After reading these records, Cornelia looked at Marcus beside her,
“My grandpa loved my grandma so much.”

Marcus said, “Let me see.”

Comelia handed him the diary and leaned in, ‘1 always thought my grandma w
as the rock in our family, and my grandpa didn’t have to worry about anything.
Now | know, he was just as important to my grandma. When my grandpa ad
mitted he was infertile, it was not only a brave act, but also a promise to my gr

andma that he would protect her and give her the courage to move forward”

Marcus
ruffled Cornelia’s hair and said with a smile, “You should also have the courag
e to move forward, I'll protect you.”

“ know” Comelia snuggled into his arms, whispering softly, “Jeremy...
Marcus replied. “'m here.”

Cornelia snuggled closer and continued, “We should be like my grandparents.
No matter what happens, we should discuss and solve it together, and we ca
n’t keep secrets from each other”

Cornelia was hinting at something, Marcus got it. He put down the diary, embr
aced Cornelia, and kissed her

Soon, Cornelia completely forgot about the task at hand.

Cornelia stayed in Rosenberg for two days, tidying up Granny Rebecca’s belo
ngings. She didn’t hear from Sallie, so she decided to call her.

To her surprise, Sallie was already back in Riverton...

Cornelia asked,
“Didn’t you say you were going to do some charity work for a few days, why di
d you come back so soon?”

Mentioning this, Sallie got really pissed off, “Cornelia, | was tricked.
| thought they genuinely wanted to
do something meaningful for women, that’s why | accepted their invitation. But



when | got there, | realized they weren’t taking it seriously at all, they just wan
ted to make a quick buck and gain fame. Seeing their hypocritical faces, | was
livid, so I ditched the event ”

Cornelia replied, “After this incident, a lot of people did take advantage of it for
publicity Some even claimed to be the victims in the video and started live str
eaming on some platform, claiming to help more girls. But in reality, they were
just crying poor to trick sympathy and money out of people.”
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Everyone had got a greedy side. With the world’s population being so huge, it
was only normal that there were some greedy folks out there, or so though
really ground her gears was when these greedy people exploited innocent
women just to get some attention.

Sallie said, “I'm done trusting people. You need me to do something, just give
me a holler. I'll bend over backwards to help you.”

Cornelia responded, “Sounds great, I'll take you out for a meal when | get
back to Riverton, gotta hang up now.”

Granny Rebecca’s stuff had been packed up, no need for Cornelia to stick
around in Rosenberg. So, she and a few others hopped on a red-eye back to
Riv they got home, it was past midnight. But Marcus was still as chipper as
ever, and they kept busy for almost two hours.

Cornelia wasn’t sure if it was because she was beat, but Marcus was
unusually passionate in bed that night. So passionate, it was like he wanted to
melt

In her half-asleep state, she could faintly hear Marcus calling her name in his
husky voice, “Cornelia, Cornelia.”

His voice was like a lullaby, and she drifted off to sleep peacefully.

When Cornelia woke up again, it was already noon and her man was probably
up and about. Business had been buzzing lately, and Marcus had a lot on his
her, he had to hold video conferences since he couldn’t make it to the office.
She had originally planned to go to work with Marcus the day after their late-
night flight back to Riverton, but with what happened last night and all the bus
in till noon. Guess she would have to go to work tomorrow.

Cornelia rolled over, planning to get some more Z’s, when Marcus called,
“You're awake, get up and grab a bite.”



‘How’d you know I’'m awake? Did you bug the room?” Cornelia looked around,
“Did you get our actions last night on tape?”

Marcus chuckled on the other end of the line, “What are you thinking?”
Cornelia asked, “Did you bug the room? Let me tell you, surveillance footage
can be easily hacked, you should never put one in the bedroom or...”

Marcus cut her off, “I didn’t!”

Cornelia sighed in relief, “Good. But how’d you know I’'m awake?”

Marcus answered, “| just guessed based on your sleeping pattern. Now get up
and eat.”

Cornelia whined, “You were too passionate last night, | can barely feel my
legs.”

Her voice was seductive, playful even.

But instead of Marcus’ voice, she heard Ben cough awkwardly, “President
Hartley, your phone is on speaker.”

Marcus was in a meeting, calling her, with his phone on speaker. That meant,
their entire conversation was heard by everyone in the meeting room.
Cornelia hung up immediately and burrowed back into her covers.

She was livid! How was she supposed to show her face at work now!

She furiously texted Marcus: [Marcus, did you do that on purpose to
embarrass me? Now everyone knows what we did last night.]

Marcus replied swiftly: [Darling, my phone’s still connected to the projector.]
Cornelia was speechless.
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Cornelia felt like she just wanted to disappear off the face of the earth She
buried her face in her pillow, squealing in embarrassment.

Cornelia got a grip on herself and dialed Tahlia. The call was picked up almost
immediately Cornelia said, “Tahlia, | want you to come with me somewhere.”
Tahlia responded, “I have something to discuss with you. I've landed a job at
The Hartley Group”

Cornelia was surprised, “Weren’t you supposed to work with Bri? Why did you
apply to The Hartley Group?”

Tahlia explained, “I| saw they were hiring last night and just sent my resume
on a whim. Everyone knows Hartley Group’s hiring process is cutthroat with
most applicants getting the boot. | didn’t hold my breath. This morning, | got a
call from their HR department for an interview at 10. They just skimmed



through my resume, asked some basic questions, then told me | was hired”
Knowing how competitive The Hartley Group was and how high their salaries
were, it was a shock to Cornelia that Tahlia got in after just one round of
interviews. It must have been her exceptional skills that caught their eye.
Thinking about how ba da ss her sister was, Comelia was thrilled, “I knew you
were talented, but not this talented. | had to go through several rounds of
gruelling interviews and tests, scoring top marks each time, before | got hired”
Tahlia remarked, “I also find it too good to be true. | suspect they may have
given me preferential treatment because we share the same surname.”
Cornelia laughed, “I'm just an assistant at The Hartley Group. It's a big deal if
someone even praises me to my face, let alone pay special attention to me.
You got this job on your own merit. It has nothing to do with me.”

Tahlia replied, “Who said it has nothing to do with you? The person who
interviewed me even mentioned you. He said it's no big deal if | don’t know
the ropes of secretarial work, you can teach me.”

Cornelia was stunned, “Did you tell the interviewer that you’re my sister?”
Tahlia replied, “No. They said the only open position was in the secretarial
department and recommended | start there. They said | can transfer to the
financial department when a vacancy opens up.”

It was strange that a person with no background in secretarial work was
placed in the executive secretarial department. Cornelia asked, “So, have you
joined the secretarial department?”

Tahlia replied, “I haven’t decided yet. | told them I'd discuss it with my family
first. Do you think | should take this job? Do you think, | can handle secretarial
work?”

Cornelia answered, “You’re a top graduate from a prestigious university, and
basic secretarial work would be a piece of cake for you. The question is
whether you’re interested in the job and if you want to give it a shot.”

Tahlia said, “I want to try. | want to get my foot in the door at The Hartley
Group and wait for the right opportunity to transfer to the department | like.”
Cornelia replied, “If that’s what you want, then go for it. If you have any
guestions, just ask me. After years of secretarial work and now being an
executive assistant, | know the ropes.”

Tahlia said, “Cornelia,”

Cornelia replied, “Yes?”

Tahlia said, “I'm going to go complete the hiring process now.”

Cornelia replied, “Alright. Once you're done, meet me at Ma llon. I'm planning
to grab a coffee with Clair.”

Tahlia said, “I don’t want to see her. Can | sk ip?”

Cornelia answered, “Of course, you have the right to say no.”
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Tahlia said, “Thanks! You go see her first, and after that, I'll treat you to a
milkshake.”

In the past, Clair always banned her from drinking milkshakes, considering
them unhealthy and sugar-loaded, which could lead to weight gain.

Due to Clair’s ban, even though Tahlia craved milkshakes, she wouldn’t dare
to drink them.

Cornelia chuckled, “Sure thing.”

After ending the call with Tahlia, Cornelia found Clair's number and sent her a
text to arrange a meeting. Shortly after sending the message, Clair called
back, “Nelly, if you want to see me, no matter how busy | am, I'll make time for
you.”

Comelia felt sickened by such fake words, but she calmly said, “Let’'s meet at
Ma llon at two this afternoon. Hope you’ll be on time.”

Clair responded, “Sure, I’'m heading out now.”

Cornelia hung up without further ado. She knew Clair was trying to
acknowledge her as a daughter because Clair knew Marcus was her
husband. Clair had clear intentions. she wanted to be the mother of Marcus’
wife and get more benefits from him.

Two in the afternoon.

Cornelia arrived at Ma llon on time. When she arrived, Clair was already there
and had reserved a private room. She warmly greeted Cornelia, “Nelly, sit
down quickly. This café is famous for its coffee and desserts. | ordered some
for you to try, not sure what you like. If you find something you like, let me
know and I'll order more.”)

Cornelia responded with indifference, “Do you know why I'm here?”

Clair replied, “I don’t know how you see me, but I've wanted to have a heart-
to-heart with you ever since | found out you’re my daughter. | hope you can
forgive me and accept your mother.”

Comelia scoffed.

“Nelly, the dessert is here. Try some. What kind of coffee do you like? I'll have
it prepared right away.” Clair didn’t mind Cornelia’s coldness, because her
goal was never to get close to Cornelia, but always about Marcus.

Comelia said, “I'd like an iced Americano, it'll keep me alert so | don’t mistake
people.”

Clair responded, “Who’d dare say you mistake people? If you did, how could



you have married a man as outstanding as Marcus?

Comelia tried a piece of dessert.

Ma llon was said to be the best café in Riverton, serving excellent coffee and
desserts. As she ate, Cornelia listened to Clair's continuous chatter. Clair
talked a lot, mainly about how she shouldn’t have left Cornelia and her father
in the past and how she shouldn’t have failed to recognize Cornelia when they
met.

Clair apologized to Cornelia earnestly, while Cornelia listened with an
indifferent face, occasionally responding to show she was listening, “What’s
your favorite color”

Without thinking, Clair immediately answered, “Blue!”
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“‘Have you always been a fan of blue? Or did you like other colors when you
were younger?” Cornelia asked with a poker face, her heart pounding like a
wild tide.

Yesterday, she read a passage in Granny Rebecca’s diary Granny Rebecca
mentioned that her mother had a young girl’'s heart and her favorite color was
pink, especially pink bows. But now, Clair claimed her favorite color to be
blue.

So, did this mean this wasn’t her mother? Not necessarily, people’s tastes
could change over time.

After asking, Cornelia quietly waited for Clair's response. Maybe her urgency
gave it away and raised Clair’s suspicion. Clair gave her a vague response
with a smile, “I can’t remember. All | know is that I've been loving blue lately.”
Clair handed Cornelia a cup of coffee, “Nelly, when | left you and your father, |
had no other choice. It was only after | left your father that | realized | was
pregnant.”

As Clair kept talking, Comelia was fiddling with her coffee cup. Suddenly, the
cup fell and shattered.

Clair was startled and saw Cornelia squatting down to pick up the pieces,
“Nelly, let the waiter clean it u. Don’t hurt yourself.”

Comelia squatted down, picking up the shards, “I'll clean it up.”

A look of contempt flashed in Clair's eyes. Despite being married to a noble
man like Marcus, Cornelia couldn’t hide her small-town roots. She couldn’t just
stand there watching Cornelia clean up, so she pretended to be helpful, “Let



me help you.”

“No need!” Cornelia pushed her hand away, accidentally cutting Clair’'s hand.
The cut wasn’t big or painful, but it enraged the beauty-conscious Clair who
nearly lost her temper. She took great care of herself and would never allow
any scars, “Nelly, | need to treat the wound, I'll leave you now. Bring Natalia
next time, we can hang out.”

With that said, Clair hurriedly left, fearing the wound would heal if she waited
any longer.

Cornelia collected the shards stained with Clair’s blood, then called Tahlia,
“Tahlia, are you done?”

Tahlia said, “I've completed the hiring process, I'll start work tomorrow.”
Comelia said, “Where are you now? I'll come to pick you up.”

Tahlia said, “I'm at the Hartley Group headquarters.”

Cornelia said, “Wait for me, I'll be there in a few minutes.”

The place where Cornelia met Clair wasn'’t far from the Hartley Group, a mere
ten-minute walk, plus she drove.

After picking up Tahlia, Cornelia headed out of the city.

Tahlia looked at Cornelia, seemingly with a lot to say, but eventually kept
quiet, “Cornelia, even though we just became sisters, | really love you. If only
one of us could survive, | would definitely give you the chance to live.”
Cornelia freed one hand and gently touched Tahlia’s face, “We’re both going
to make it, let our grandma and dad in heaven know we’re doing okay.”
Tahlia asked, “Where are we going next?”

Comelia answered, “| haven’t been to the seaside for a long time, | want to
take you for a walk there. You start work tomorrow, so we won'’t have as much
free time.”

Tahlia responded enthusiastically, “Great!”
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It was not that Cornelia was overly suspicious, she just liked to stay on her
toes. If someone had bugged her and was tracking her every move, ready to
outmaneuver her. There was no way she would have gotten the accurate
DNA report today.

In the morning. Tahlia got up super early and was soon snoozing away.
Cornelia hit the road, speeding towards the city next to Riverton. About two
hours later, Cornelia pulled off the highway and drove to the DNA testing



center in the city next

to Riverton.

Once she parked the car, she woke up Tahlia, “Tahlia, we’re here. Get out of
the car.”

Tahlia groggily opened her eyes, “Are we at the beach?”

Cornelia responded, “No, we’re in the city next to Riverton. | got a blood
sample from Clair, and we’re going to do a DNA test.”

Tahlia was a bit confused, “What?”

Cornelia didn’t have time to explain, “Just come with me, I'll fill you in later.”
Cornelia took Tahlia to the staff, completed the necessary paperwork. They
both gave their samples, then sat quietly waiting.

Tahlia was visibly anxious, “What if I'm not your real sister.

Cornelia responded, “Whether we're blood sisters or not, as long as you're
willing to call me your sister, you're my real sister.”

Tahlia said, “I definitely will.”

Cornelia took Tahlia’s hand, her heart filled with unease. She didn’t want a
mother like Clair, but she was also scared that Clair wasn’t her real mother. If
it was confirmed that Clair wasn’t her mother, that would mean her real
mother was likely already dead. Otherwise, no one would be impersonating
her.

The results would take a few hours. Cornelia silently waited there for several
hours.

Tahlia went out and bought two milkshakes and some snacks, “Cornelia, have
a sip of your milkshake.”

Cornelia took a couple of sips of the milkshake. The saying that something
sweet could lift her mood was true; after a few sips, she felt a little less tense.
Just then, a staff member called her name, “Ms. Stewart, your test results are
ready, please come to my office.”

Cornelia took Tahlia to the office, “What are the results?”

The staff member handed her several paper reports and showed her the test
results on the computer, “Each of us has 23 pairs of chromosomes. A pair of
genes at the same location on the same pair of chromosomes are called
alleles. Typically, one comes from the father and one from the mother. If an
allele at a particular DNA site is found to be the same as the mother, the other
should be the same as the father. Otherwise, there’s a problem. We did a
detailed DNA comparison of your blood sample and the one you provided,
and found five different sites.”

Comelia swallowed nervously, “So, we’re not related?”

The staff member nodded, “If there was a difference at one or two sites, it
could be due to gene mutation, But with five different sites, it completely rules
out a parent-child



relationship.”

Cornelia asked, “Could there be a mistake?”

The staff member smiled and replied, “DNA paternity testing technology is
very advanced now. The accuracy is almost 100% | can tell you with full
responsibility that you definitely do not have a parent-child relationship with
the provider of this blood sample.”

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart )

Score 9.9

Impulsive Vow to an Enigmatic Husband ( Cornelia Stewart ) Full Episode

Chapter 1027

This DNA test report confirmed that the current Clair wasn’t the biological
mother of Cornelia.

It seemed likely that someone else was masquerading as Clair.

Cornelia then asked, “What about the test results of B and C, and B and D?”
The staff replied, “The test results show that B and C are related. The same
goes for B and D.”

On hearing this, Cornelia felt puzzled, “Are you sure that B and D are
related?”

B represented Cornelia, C was Tahlia, and D was her grandma. It made
sense that she and Tahlia, who were sisters, were related. However, Granny
Rebecca’s diary clearly noted that her father Hawthorne was an adopted child.
So why would her DNA test with Granny Rebecca still show a relation?

Did Granny Rebecca’s diary have errors? Or did this DNA testing agency
make a mistake?

Cornelia couldn’t make head or tail of it.

The staff confidently said, “You can take a look at the test report yourself. |
can also assure you that the chance of errors in our report is practically zero.”
“Thanks!” Cornelia collected the test report and left with Tahlia.

Tahlia asked, “Are we both not Clair’s children, or is it just you?”

Cornelia replied, “Neither of us is her child.”

Tahlia then asked, “Then who’s our mom?”

Mentioning mom, Cornelia felt a sharp pain in her heart. She took a deep
breath before continuing, “Tahlia, our mom might have been murdered.”
Tahlia asked, “Was it Clair who killed her?”

Cornelia nodded, “We need to find out the truth. If our mom was murdered by
Clair, we must ensure that this wicked woman faces justice.”

Tahlia asked, “Do you think the woman in the photo could be our mom?”
Cornelia asked, “Which photo?”



Tahlia said, “The one with Clair pregnant that she always shows me. I've
shown it to you, remember?”

Cornelia remembered. A few days ago, Tahlia did show her a photo of Clair
pregnant. They commented at that time that Clair in the photo had a soft gaze,
different from the current Clair.

Cornelia said, “It seems likely that the current Clair took over the Clair in the
photo.”

Tahlia asked, “When did this Clair take our mom'’s identity? What was her
motive of impersonating our mother? Could it be for the identity of Mrs.
Reese?”

Cornelia immediately negated, “The woman who married Granger Reese is
this Clair, not our mother.”

Tahlia asked, “How can you be so sure?”

Cornelia said, “Our grandmother, our father, and everyone in Rosenberg who
knew our mother, when they mention her, they always praise her. They all say
that our parents were very much in love. Our mother became emotionally
unstable and had a major personality change after | was born. Then she
asked for a divorce from our father and firmly left Rosenberg. If she truly loved
someone, no matter how determined, she wouldn’t be able to leave her
husband and baby of only a few months old.”

Tahlia understood, “You mean the turning point of our mother’s personality
change was when this woman took over her identity?”

Cornelia thought carefully, the more she thought, the more likely it seemed.
Even though she had never met her mother, she had heard from many people
that her parents were very much in love. They never fought and were so in
love, but one of them suddenly changed drastically and asked for a divorce,
and immediately left Rosenberg after the divorce, never returning to
Rosenberg for more than twenty years.

The more she thought about it, the fishier it seemed.
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Cornelia said, “Yeah, it's quite possible that our mom wasn’t our mom at that
time, but the woman we now know as Clair.”

Tahlia asked, “Our dad loved our mom so much, wouldn’t he have noticed if
his wife was switched?”

Cornelia replied, “I'm not entirely sure about the specifics of what happened



back then. Maybe because our dad loved our mom so much, that’'s why he
never suspected anything when that woman pretended to be her.”

Tahlia asked, “What do we do now?”

Cornelia said, “The one with all the answers about what happened back then
would be Clair. She’s our only lead.”

Tahlia asked, “Is there anything | could do to help?”

Cornelia ruffled Tahlia’s hair and said, “Just keep doing your job. I'll handle
the rest. Let’s head back to Riverton. If Marcus comes home from work and
I’m not there, he’ll be

worried sick.”

Tahlia asked, “Are you staying at home tonight or going over to his place?”
Cornelia said, “I'll stay with you tonight. Let him have his house to himself.”
Tahlia said, “You and Mr. Hartley just got married. You should spend more
time with him. | don’t want to get in the way.”

Cornelia said, “Enough chit-chat. Let’'s go home.”

Cornelia drove back the same way they came. Over an hour later, they exited
the highway. As soon as Cornelia’s car got off the highway, Marcus called.
Cornelia picked up immediately and was met with Marcus’ deep voice, “Pull
over now!”

She pulled over at once. A familiar luxury car was parked next to her in the
parking area. Marcus slowly rolled down his window and looked at her.
Cornelia asked, “What are you doing here?”

Marcus said, “Get in my car.”

Cornelia asked, “What about my car?”

Marcus said, “I'll have Austin drive your sister home.”

He looked pi ss ed.

Cornelia didn’t dare refuse again. She turned to Tahlia and said, “Tahlia, you
go home with Austin. | need to see what’s up with Marcus.”

Tahlia said, “Okay.”

Cornelia went over to Marcus’ car. She thought he wanted her to drive, so she
headed straight for the driver’s seat.

Marcus opened the back door, got out of the car, and said, “You're riding
shotgun. I'm driving.”

Cornelia obediently sat in the passenger seat.

Marcus started the car and quickly got back on the road.

Cornelia glanced at his grim expression and asked, “What’s wrong? Why are
you mad?”

Marcus said, “Don’t drive alone for a while. I’'m worried someone might tamper
with your car.”

Cornelia’s heart ski p ped a beat, “You mean.”

Marcus took one hand off the wheel, held Cornelia’s hand, and said, “Brennen



wants something I'm not giving him. I'm worried he might hurt you.”
Cornelia said, “Okay, I'll be more careful.”
Marcus said, “From now on, you can’t leave my sight.”
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Marcus was being all bossy like some big shot CEO from a romance novel.
Cornelia was a bit worried at first, but his tone made her burst out laughing,
“Alrighty, President Hartley!”

Marcus said, “I'm discussing serious matters with you, can you be a bit more
serious?”

Cornelia said, “l got your point, I’'m being serious all the way.”

Marcus was speechless.

Cornelia continued, “You must've heard what | did today, right?”

Marcus nodded, “Yeah.”

Cornelia said, “Now I’'m utterly confused, | don’t know who to believe.”
Marcus said, “Go ahead. Spill the beans.”

Cornelia said, “My granny’s diary clearly states that my father isn’t her
biological son, but my DNA test with my granny shows we’re blood related. So
should | trust my granny’s diary or the DNA test?”

Marcus said, “| had a DNA test done on you guys too, and the results match
what you said. The testing process was legit, no room for scam. So now we're
dead sure that Granny Rebecca is indeed your blood granny.”

Cornelia was even more baffled, “If Granny Rebecca is my real granny, then
why would she scribble such a misleading diary?”

Marcus hadn’t spent much time with Granny Rebecca, so he had no idea why
she would write such a misleading diary either, “Are you sure the handwriting
in the diary is Granny Rebecca’s?”

Cornelia said, “Her handwriting is pretty unique, I've known it since | was a
kid, no way I'd mistake it.”

Marcus said, “If we can confirm that the diary was handwritten by Granny
Rebecca, then there must be some secrets she couldn’t spill outright. Try to
recall if she ever said anything weird to you.”

Cornelia’s mind was a total mess now, “I can’t remember.”

Marcus said, “Come a bit closer to me.”

Cornelia asked, “What?”

Marcus chuckled, “I mean, come a bit closer to me.”



Cornelia moved closer, Marcus reached out a hand and gently ruffled her hair,
“No pressure if you can’t remember. Take a break, recharge your batteries,
and think about it later.”

She was exhausted from last night and had been running around all day
today; Cornelia was beat, “Alright, I'll pass out for a while, wake me up when
we get home.”

Seeing that she was seriously going to take a nap, Marcus asked again,
“‘Don’t you have anything else to tell me?”

Cornelia asked, “What else do you wanna hear?”

Marcus said, “Aren’t you going to tell me about the fake Clair?”

“If you already know, then why ask me?” Cornelia was actually not planning to
tell him. She was going to figure out a way to squeeze the information she
needed out of Clair herself. If it was indeed the fake Clair who killed her
mother, she wouldn’t let her get away with it.

Marcus said, “| want you to tell me yourself.”

Cornelia didn’t want to cause him trouble, but she didn’t plan to keep secrets
from him either, so she spilled the beans, “Today | did several DNA tests, and
the results show that this Clair isn’t my biological mother. If this Clair isn’t my
mother, then my real mother, the real Clair, was likely killed by the current
one.”

Marcus replied, “Knowing how dangerous this Clair is, you still met her alone
and even took samples from her. You can’t do such dangerous things
anymore.”
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Chapter 1030

Cornelia was like, “I got this.”

Marcus answered, “I'm already on the case, checking out how Fake Clair
managed to replace Real Clair and when it happened. I'll have answers soon.”
Cornelia thought her investigation was quick, but Marcus was ahead of her,
“You're already on it?”

Marcus answered, “Yeah, I'll let you know when | have something.”
Cornelia asked, “Why are you always one step ahead?”

Marcus replied, “Because | care about you.”

He added, “I'm taking you to meet a couple of old friends.”

At the mention of old friends, Cornelia naturally thought of some key figures,
“Steven and Lucas are in Riverton? Did Hannah and Rosie come too? Can



you ditch Steven tonight? | wanna chat with Hannah and Rosie alone.”

The thought of seeing Hannah and Rosie had Cornelia buzzing. Marcus
couldn’t bring himself to burst her bubble, but the reality was different, “Not
them, actual old friends. Remember Old Mr. Abner | introduced you to?”
Turned out, when he said old friends, he meant really old friends. Cornelia’s
excitement fizzled out, “Of course | remember, how could | forget?”

Back then, Cornelia didn’t know she was Marcus’ wife. He had her play his
wife to meet an old friend, and she had innocently gone along with it.

Marcus said, “Old Mr. Abner’s in Riverton. He wants to meet us. It’s not just
him today, we have another friend coming.”

Cornelia asked, “Is this other friend a young person or an old person?”
Marcus replied, “He’s pretty old too. Good friends with me and OIld Mr. Abner.”
Cornelia said, “You're pretty tight with these old guys.”

Marcus nodded, “Yeah.”

Marcus had been more mature and sensible than his peers since he was a
kid, so he found their childishness annoying. He did indeed have a couple of
older friends,

Cornelia asked, “Do they have any pet peeves or something? Let me know so
| don’t put my foot in my mouth and upset them.”

Marcus was like, “They’re really sweet. They love young people and kids. He
donates to charities every year, funded a bunch of schools in remote areas,
and helps sick kids. Basically, if it's something that helps kids, they’re all for
it.”

Mentioning philanthropists, a certain person popped into Cornelia’s head,
“Wait, are you talking about Mr. Augustine?”

Mr. Augustine was a low-key do-gooder who never bragged about his deeds.
The fact that Cornelia knew who he was surprised Marcus, “You know him?”
Cornelia replied, “Heard his name a long time ago.”

Marcus was like, “How do you know about him?”

Cornelia replied, “A lot of my classmates have been helped by him.”
Cornelia had heard of Mr. Augustine since she was in elementary school.
Back then, she learned that he sponsored a lot of underprivileged students in
her school.

From middle school to high school to college, she kept hearing his name since
many of her classmates had received his sponsorship. His name had been a
constant throughout her academic life.

Marcus was like, “Oh, | see.”

Cornelia was like, “I| heard his wife and kid died in an accident and he was so
heartbroken that he started donating to help poor kids. Is it true?”
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