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Stewart ) Chapter 1151

Chapter 1151
Brian said, “Let’s see how long you can keep up this act.”

Regardless of how long she could keep it up, or whether she would win, Corn
elia always reminded herself to keep her cool and that the first round was

crucial.
Once they were all set, the referee shouted, “Begin!”
With the sound of a gunshot, Cornelia’s bullet accurately hit the bullseye.

The three Duran brothers in the stands couldn’t quite believe their eyes; they

hadn’t expected Cornelia to be more than just talk. Turned out, she really coul
d shoot. But no worries, there were ten rounds in total and it was only the first
one. They had to see how she performed in the coming rounds.

*Are you really a good shot, or just lucky? We’ll find out in the next round.” Bri
an said, casually walking to his shooting position.

He lifted his hand, took a step, and off flew his bullet.
The next second, gasps filled the audience, “He’s amazing!”

Turned out his bullet landed exactly where Cornelia had just hit, right in the bu
lIseye.

“Nelly, how do you think my shooting skills compare to yours?” He turned arou
nd, looking at Cornelia provocatively, “You still have the chance to back out be
fore the match ends.”

Cornelia tried to stay focused, continuing to aim her gun. Perhaps her concent
ration was too intense or she

was too tense; when she pulled the trigger, she made a mistake. Her hand tre
mbled slightly and the bullet hit the outer ring of the target.

With such a big mistake, it would be very difficult for Cornelia to beat Brian no
w. Only if Brian made a similar mistake, could they possibly close the gap,



Wyatt in the audience said, “Knew she just got lucky.”
Alexa replied, “Don’t jump to conclusions so soon.
Emily added, “Shush, /let’s see how Brian handles it.”

Brian slowly circled around Cornelia, “If | score just one point more than you, y
ou’re finished.”

Cornelia couldn’t help but roll her eyes, “Why do you talk so
much? Can you just shoot already and not waste everyone’s time?”

“l was just trying to delay your defeat, but if you insist, | won’t hold back. As so
on as he finished speaking, Brian pulled the trigger

and the bullet flew out. His bullet once again landed exactly where Cornelia ha
d hit, incredibly accurate. Seeing how perfectly he could control the bullets, Co
rnelia had to admit, she’d run into

his strong suit. She knew there was no possible way she could win through a
normal match.

Unless...

Brian said, “I'll give
you one last chance. If you admit defeat now, I'll stop competing with you.”

Cornelia replied, ‘1 told you | won’t back down. If you want to back out, | won’t
force you to apologize to me.”

Brian retorted, “What’s the point of you saying that?*.

Cornelia replied, “It’s not over till it’s over. Who knows who’ll win in the end?”

Brian said, “Alright, let’s wait for the results then.”

“Do you think I’'m scared of you?” After being with Marcus for so long, the mos
t important thing Cornelia learnt from him was to keep her cool no matter how

difficult the situation.

Brian continued, “Defeating you would be a piece of cake. But | don’t want to
defeat you right away; | want to play a game of cat and mouse.”



When a cat caught a mouse, it seldom ate it right away. Usually, the cat would
play with the mouse for a while before ending the game. Now, Brian was com
paring himself to the cat and Cornelia was the mouse in his palm.

Cornelia just smiled, ignoring him, and focused on her own business.
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This time around, Cornelia adjusted her breath and hit the bullseye right on th
e dot. Brian still hit above where Cornelia had hit.

After a few rounds, they were neck and neck and into the final round. They bot
h seemed chill, but the three spectators felt the tension and held their

breaths

Wyatt said, “How come Cornelia’s so bossy? If she backed off a bit, wouldn’t
Brian let her win?”

Alexa said, “Cornelia’s so bossy, wouldn’t she have a fit if she lost?”
Emily said, “Should we have really helped Brian test Nelly?”

Alexa gave Emily’s ear a twist, “‘Now you
realize we shouldn’t have? It’s too late!”

Emily said, “1 just thought it would be fun.”

While they were chit—chatting, the game was over. In the
last round, Cornelia hit the bullseye again, while Brian’s bullet veered off the t
arget and hit the one

next to it.

He was stunned, then roared, “Cornelia, are you playing dirty?”



Cornelia shrugged and smirked, “Who said there’s a rule against playing dirty
?”

Brian said, “There isn't, but it’s not cool to play dirty in a competition. This roun
d doesn’t count. Let’s do it again.”

Cornelia took off her helmet, turned to the three in the stands, “1s Brian a sore
loser? Lost is lost, why do you want a rematch?”

The three guys said nothing.
Brian said, “Cornelia, you!” He was so mad he couldn’t finish his sentence.
Cornelia said, “Brian’s lost for words, anyone want to speak for him?”

Emily stood up and said, “There’s no rule against playing dirty, so Cornelia wo
n. Brian, as a man, you should accept the outcome and not be a bad sport. Ho
w would people look at you?”

Brian remained silent. His eyes were fixed on Cornelia, but there was nothing
he could do.

Alexa burst into laughter, ‘Ha—
ha, Cornelia is really something. She’s not one to be messed with, a true mem
ber of the Durans.”

Wyatt asked, “Brian, what trick did Cornelia pull?”
Brian said, “Let her tell you.”

Cornelia waved a small mirror, “Playing dirty requires brains, okay? Could an
average Joe come up with a smart move like mine?”

Everybody understood. Cornelia had used the mirror to blind Brian momentaril
y, which caused his shot to go off.

Alexa said, “Sounds about right.”
Brian said, “What’s right about it? This round doesn’t count, let’s do it again.”
Cornelia asked, “Can’t you take a loss?”

Brian answered, “Who said | can't?”



Cornelia said, “1f you cant, it’s alright, /’ll just mock you every time | see you.”
Brian answered, “Don’t even think about it.”
Cornelia said, “Oh, then apologize to me.”

Everyone was watching, and Brian did lose. Besides, there were no rules agai
nst unfair moves before the game.
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This time, Brian had no choice but to admit defeat, “/’m sorry”

Cornelia asked, “Who are you apologizing to?”

Brian said, “Cornelia, I'm sorry.”

Comelia asked again. “What did you do wrong?”

Brian replied, “Actually, | didn’t do anything wrong.”

Comelia, puzzled, asked. “Huh?”

Brian explained. 1 shouldn’t have said you are greedy”

Cornelia told him, “You need to think carefully, and apologize after you’ve figur
ed it out. | won'’t accept an insincere apology”

Brian fell silent, couldn’t help but sigh in his
heart! Cornelia was a young woman in her twenties, even younger than him, y
et she was so organized in her actions. Brian felt like he was trapped.

Cornelia turned to Emily, who showed
no fear and didn’t blush, “Nelly, | want a hug.”

She replied, “‘No hug!”



Emily looked hurt. “Why? Why
won’t you hug me? You can’t dislike me because of Brian.”

Cornelia questioned, “You teamed up with them to bully me, didn’t you?”
Emily blinked, “But I’'m only four.”
Cornelia quoted Marcus to Emily, “Your four is different from others‘four.”

She became more convinced of what Marcus said. Emily was extremely intelli
gent, much above the intelligence of a typical four—year—old.

Cornelia asked, “What else do you guys want to do, just say it.”

Brian suggested, “There’s a great cinema here. The movie effects are really g
ood, very immersive. Shall we go now?”

Cornelia guessed, “Want to scare me with a horror movie?”

They all stared at Cornelia with wide eyes, faces full of
disbelief. Could Cornelia read minds?

Brian challenged, “Dare you?”
Cornelia replied, “'m not afraid. Are you?”

Emily warned. “Nelly, this is really scary. A lot of people cried. You
really need to think about this, ‘cause once you’re in, there’s no way out.”

Cornelia firmly said, “/t’s okay.”

Then they arrived at the world’s best entertainment center, which was divided
into several areas, entertainment, cinema, and games.

Of course, they came to the cinema area. After entering the cinema, Cornelia f
ound it to be very big, several times larger than any she’d been to before. The
screen in front was also

a giant screen. Standing in front of it, they looked like ants.

Cornelia commented, “This is indeed the largest cinema /’ve ever seen, but /’
m not sure if the screening is as good as you said.”

Brian replied, “You’ll find out soon.”



Alexa said, “I'll take Emily out for a bit
Brian warned him, “You must come back. Don’t think about running.”

“I

Alexa replied, “1 know..”
He didn’t want to come back at all, but he had to.

After Alexa
took Emily out, they returned to the cinema. Brian was arranging seats, “There
are four of us, one in each row. Cornelia, you can choose first.”

Cornelia casually chose a seat. Then she heard Brian say, “Among these four
rows, choose the first one.”
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Brian wanted to see Cornelia scared to tears.
“Alright, whatever you say” Cornelia said.

Just as Cornelia settled into her
seat, the lights in the cinema went out and the big screen in front lit up. Sudde
nly, gruesome and bloody scenes appeared before Cornelia.

Alexa, who was seated behind, clutched Wyatt’s hand in fear, complaining in
his heart. Was Brian trying to scare Cornelia to tears or was he trying to scare
him? Brian knew Alexa was terrified of such movies, yet he still made him wat
ch it in this spooky environment.

Wyatt said, “Alexa, buck up. Look at Cornelia up front. She hasn’t moved an in
ch

Alexa retorted, “Could she be frozen in fear? Too scared to even move? Or m
aybe she’s got her eyes shut, too scared to watch.”

If that was the case, then the movie was a complete waste.



Alexa and Wyatt, hand in hand, stood up to check if Cornelia was too scared t
0 open her eyes. A quick glance revealed that Cornelia wasn’t too scared to o
pen her eyes. On the contrary, her eyes were wide open, glued to the big scre
en.

Alexa followed Cornelia’s gaze and immediately withdrew at the horrifying sig
ht, “Is Cornelia even human? Why isn’t she scared at all?”

Wyatt added, /’m having doubts that she’s human too.”

As Alexa was about to say something, a heavy hand landed on his shoulder, c
ausing him to scream, “Ghost!”

Brian said, “/t’s just me. Where’s the ghost?”
Alexa retorted, “Are you trying to scare me to death?”
Brian said, “You two, get out. Don’t ruin the mood.”

Brian thought the reason Cornelia wasn’t scared was because these two kept

talking. Once he got rid of them, he wanted to see if she would get scared. But
even after kicking them out, Brian didn’t see her looking scared. He even saw
her getting comfortable, like if she had some popcorn and cola, she might eve
n enjoy the movie.

With such a scary movie and gloomy
atmosphere, even Brian was feeling a bit scared. How did Cornelia manage to
not be scared at all?

Instead of seeing Cornelia scared to tears, Brian was more curious about how
she could remain so calm. So, he moved up two rows to sit next to Cornelia, “
Aren’t you scared at all?”

Cornelia, still focused on the big screen, asked, “Can someone get me some c
ola and popcorn? Watching a movie without them feels incomplete.”

She was actually thinking about cola and popcorn. This girl was definitely not
ordinary!

Brian immediately dialed a number to have some cola and popcorn delivered.

With the cola and popcorn, Cornelia got even more engrossed in the movie.



Brian said, “/'ve got your cola and popcorn. Now can you tell me how you’re n
ot scared at all?”

Cornelia said, “Because the movie is fake, what’s there to be scared of?”
Brian retorted, “Everyone knows it’s fake, but you’re the only one not scared.”
Cornelia asked, “Do you really want to know?”

Brian replied, “Spill it.”

Cornelia

answered, t’s simple. Whenever a scary scene appears, don’t close your eye
S. Instead, open them wide and observe. Most times, our fear stems from the

unknown and our own imagination. Once | see everything clearly, there’s no r
oom for imagination, hence, no fear

Brian believed her and turned his head to watch the big screen, focusing on e
very scary scene just like her.

But wait! Was this girl playing him? The bloody face on the screen was almost
touching Brian’s face, how could he not be scared?

Cornelia gave a sweet smile, as sweet as honey yet as deadly as poison, “Th
e method | just told you only works for me. Everyone else who tried it ended u
p being scared half to death

Brian retorted, “Why didn’t you tell me earlier?”

Cornelia replied, “Why would I tell you!

beforehand?”

Brian accused, “You wanted to scare me, didn’t you?”

Cornelia replied, “You’re only realizing now?”

Hmph! She was not scared one bit. She would scare him instead!
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Brian stared at Cornelia, then said slowly after a moment of silence, “You're pr
etty scary”

Ms? Scary?” Cornelia didn’t turn her head, her eyes still fixed
on the big screen. The scene was gruesome, but Cornelia thought it was far le
ss terrifying than the human heart.

She continued, “So you guys want me to just let those who bully me continue t
0 do so? | don'’t fight back and then you think /’'m a good girl?”

Brian was stunned, momentarily at a loss for words.

Cornelia let out a small laugh. I've never intended to hurt anyone, or even tho
ught about how to harm you. Today, /'ve merely been responding to your prov
ocations If anyone’s scary, it’s you. Now you’re saying I’'m scary. Is it because
I’m not scared of you? Or because I’'m not a weak girl who just lets others bull
y her?”

“ didn’t really want to do anything to you. 1 just wanted to test you.” Brian said

“Test what?” Comelia asked.

“Character, courage, intelligence, and so on. The Duran family isn’t ordinary.
To live in such a family, you have to be extra careful, or you might not

even know how you’ve failed. You've

passed the tests of courage and wisdom, and I’'m ready to officially accept you
as a member of the Duran family” Brian

said.

“You’re ready to accept me as a member of the Duran family?” Cornelia chuck
led, “Brian, whether or not | become a member of the Duran family isn’t up to
you, nor anyone else. Only | can decide”

Brian said, “You were born and raised outside, in a normal family. You haven’t
been exposed to a big family like the Durans. You don’t know the complexitie



s here. Everyone, including us, has to face various tests from birth. Only those
who pass these tests can really be accepted by the family.”

Cornelia wasn't interested, “The complexity of the Duran family has nothing to
do with me, and | don’t care. All | care about is Grandpa Augustine.”

After finishing her words, Cornelia stood up, “Thanks for your hospitality today
, but | think /'l head back now.”

Brian quickly stopped her, “You haven’t had lunch yet. If you leave now, Gran
dpa Augustine will surely blame us.”

“‘Don’t worry, | won’t badmouth you.” Cornelia said.

Cornelia knew her limits. She could handle her own grievances. She would ne
ver bother Grandpa Augustine or put him in a difficult position.

Brian said, “If you’re going back, we’ll go with you.”
Cornelia refused, “No need.”

Brian insisted, “This is the
suburbs. There’s no public transport to the city. /t’s not safe for a young, beaut
iful girl like you to take a cab alone.”

“There’s no need for you to worry. | have my own way back. Cornelia took out
her phone and dialed Ayden’s number, “Ayden, are you there?”

Ever since

Marcus had arranged for Ayden to stay by her side, Cornelia knew that Ayden
would be wherever she went. But when she didn’t need him, Ayden never dist
urbed her normal life.

Ayden’s calm and firm voice came through the phone, “Since this is a restricte
d area, | can’t come in. | can only wait for you outside.”

Cornelia said, “/ understand. I'll come find you.
Seeing Cornelia hang up, Brian quickly asked, “You’ve

been saying you brought someone. | can let the guards know in advance and |
et them in. Why didn’t you say so earlier?”



“Thanks for your kindness, but | don’t need it.” Cornelia waved at Brian, then
walked away with confident strides, “Goodbye”

Brian said, “Goodbye!”

As soon as Cornelia left, Wyatt, Alexa and Emily quietly gathered behind Bria
n.

Wyatt said, “Did we just shoot ourselves in the foot?”

Alexa said,
“l admire the tenacity in this girl, | think jt’s very similar to Grandpa Augustine’s
spirit.”

Wyatt said, “Cornelia is Grandpa Augustine’s granddaughter. Of course she s
hares many similarities with him.”
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A

couple of them were chatting away, back and forth. When they suddenly notic
ed that Emily, who was usually quite the chatterbox, hadn’t said

a word and looked a bit down in the dumps.

Brian pinched his own face, “What’s up with you?”

Emily replied, “Something just crossed my mind. | think | overheard Grandpa
Augustine mentioning that someone might be after Nelly. We can’t let her go

back alone.”

Brian said, “With all the bodyguards that Grandpa Augustine has

arranged for Cornelia, it would be impossible for anyone to lay a finger on her
Emily

argued, “Cornelia came here in our car, and we didn’t tell the bodyguards she
was leaving. What if they don’t know she’s gone, and there’s no one

7



with her...”

At this, Brian
freaked out a bit, “We need to let those bodyguards know right away that Corn
elia has left. She’s going to be in her friend’s car, and they need to be aware.”

Meanwhile, Cornelia had already hopped into Ayden’s car.

Ayden was focused
on driving. Cornelia, sitting in the backseat, pondered for a moment before as
king, “Weren’t you supposed to be on a business trip with Marcus?”

Ayden replied, “My current duty is to stay by your side.”

Cornelia said, “So your brother Jayden went
with Marcus instead, right? Can you check where they are now?”

It was past noon at home, and early morning in France. By Marcus‘schedule,
he should’ve been awake, but he hadn’t returned her call yet. Before getting in
to the car, Cornelia had called Marcus but no one answered.

Ayden said, “'m sorry! I'm not allowed to contact Jayden privately during a mi
ssion.”

Cornelia was speechless.

Ayden could tell Cornelia was on edge and tried to reassure her, “Don’t worry,
nothing will happen to Marcus.”

Cornelia had never expressed
concern for Marcus, but with Ayden suddenly saying this, it raised her suspicio
ns, ‘Did something happen to Marcus?”

Ayden was taken aback, “How could that be! Mr. Hartley’s got the luck of the |
rish, he’ll be fine.”

Before Cornelia could say anything else, her phone started to
ring. It was a call from Marcus.

She picked up immediately, Jeremy, is that you?”

Marcus‘deep and sexy voice, tinged with a hint of amusement, came through
the phone, “Who else could it be?”



After a day and night without hearing from Marcus, Cornelia finally breathed a
sigh of relief. She asked softly, “Did you get the message | sent you?”

Marcus replied, “Hmm, | got it.”
Cornelia said, “You got it, but you don’t have anything to say to me?”

Marcus replied, “Stay in the Capital and keep old Augustine company for a fe
w more days. I'll come get you when | return from France.”

Cornelia said, “Is that what | wanted to talk about?”
Marcus asked, “Then what did you want to say?”

Cornelia replied, “Don’t you miss me at all?”
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Cornelia’s voice was soft and a bit
innocent Marcus heard it, but it took him a few seconds of silence before he w
hispered, “1 miss you”

To Cornelia, this reply sounded like he

was just going through the motions, as if he was reluctant. Just as Cornelia st
arted feeling upset, Marcus‘ voice reached her ears again from the phone, “1 r
eally, really miss you!”

Cornelia, hearing this, was so happy that the corners of her mouth lifted up, re
vealing a bright smile, I miss you too, so so so so much!”

She was telling him, her longing for him was double his, and her yearning for
him was definitely much stronger than his for her.

Marcus‘ voice came again, this time with a hint of laughter, “Yeah, | know.”

Comelia whispered, “Don’t always answer me with ‘1 know*. You need to respo
nd to me.”



Marcus responded, “Alright.”

Cornelia said, “You have to take care of yourself. Don’t always be so immerse
d in your work that you forget to eat like before. /t’s very cold over there, and y
ou get cold easily, so you need to dress warmly and not catch a cold.”

Before Cornelia could finish, she heard Marcus coughing. She immediately be
came worried, “Jeremy, did you not dress warmly and catch a cold? Is Dr. Les
ter with you? Give him the phone, let me talk to him.”

Then, Cornelia heard Dr. Lester’s voice, “Cornelia, you guessed right. Marc di
dn’t dress warmly, he even went out in the cold without proper clothing. This
morning, he caught a cold and got a high fever, and

the fever hasn’t subsided yet.”

He continued, “You need to convince him to rest. He needs a good night’s sle
ep; no work is as important as his health.”

Cornelia quickly persuaded, “Jeremy, you need to rest. You can work once yo
u’ve recovered. Did you hear me?”

‘Mhm.” Marcus murmured.

Cornelia could tell Marcus‘voice was very weak, “Dr. Lester, | won’t talk to hi
m anymore, you take him to rest. If anything happens, you need to tell me righ
t away. If he doesn’t listen to you, or doesn’t want to take his medicine, tell me
. I'll fly over to take care of him.”

Dr. Lester said, “Alright, | got it. Goodbye!”
Then, Dr. Lester hung up.

Cornelia stared at the darkening phone screen, worry filling
her heart. Marcus knew he was not well and was sensitive to the cold, but he
still didn’t take care of himself.

She opened the flight booking app again, checking flights from the Capital to F
rance. If she heard from Dr. Lester again that Marcus wasn’t taking his medici
ne or taking care of himself, she would fly over to him immediately.

Meanwhile. At a hospital in the Capital.

Marcus, lying in bed, was coughing non—stop, his face pale..



Dr. Lester stood by looking worried, “You shouldn’t talk in your current conditio
n. If Cornelia calls again, /'l answer for you.”
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Marcus shook his head.

“Marc, | get that you’re worried about Cornelia having doubts, but she’s your w
ife. She has a right to know the truth. You don’t need to tire yourself out. trying
to keep this from her.” Dr. Lester practically shouted in frustration.

Marcus lifted his head, looking coldly at Dr. Lester, “If you tell her, Il make sur
e you lose your ability to speak.”

Even though Marcus was stuck in bed, his aura was still intimidating, almost t
errifying. Dr. Lester had reason to believe that if he dared to provoke Marcus,
Marcus would probably get up and hurt him.

“Don’t worry | won'’t tell Cornelia without your permission. But if | help you hide
this from her, you need to keep your promise.” Dr. Lester said.

Marcus didn’t respond, slowly closing his eyes.
“Marc, you can’t break your promise!” Dr. Lester insisted.

After a moment, he heard Marcus murmur, “ promised | would cooperate with
the doctors, no matter how painful the treatment. As long as | can live one mo
re day. /'ll do everything to make it happen.”

To live one more day meant one more day with Cornelia, one more day

to see how she was doing. In the past, Marcus wasn’t afraid of death, becaus
e there was nothing in the world he cared about. But now, he was scared. He
was scared he wouldn’t wake up, wouldn’t see Cornelia again, or wouldn’t be
able to keep his promise to grow old with her..



He was even more scared of Cornelia finding out about his death, scared she
wouldn’t be able to handle the blow, she would blame herself, and she wouldn
't be able to live a good life!

No matter what, Marcus had to find a way for Cornelia to live well!

Suddenly, Jayden knocked on the door, “President Hartley, Gloom has found
all the information you asked him to look for. He’s outside. Do you want to

see him?”

Dr. Lester, hearing this, got even more frustrated, “Can you let Marc rest for o
nce? You might not be afraid of dying, but don’t ruin my reputation as a doctor

»”

“Let him in.” Marcus, lying on the bed, sat up, ignoring Dr. Lester.

Dr. Lester stamped his foot in frustration, “Are you trying to give me a heart att
ack?”

No one paid any attention to his outburst.

Jayden turned around and left the room. A moment later, the door opened aga
in, and a short man who looked to be in his forties, came in.

Despite his height, he was extremely nimble. He handed a folder to Marcus, “
President Hartley, I've found out everything you asked me to.”

Marcus took the folder, flipping it open
to reveal several incredibly gruesome photos, ‘Dead?”

Gloom nodded, “As you can see, Natalia was forcibly removed from the real C
lair's womb. The real Clair wasn’t anesthetized during the operation, and her
wound wasn'’t treated afterward. Whether she died from blood loss or from un
bearable pain, we don’t know. The people involved in this incident include the
fake Clair, Granger, and Hank, among others. Apart from these three, the rest
were killed by them to keep them quiet”

The scenes in the folder were incredibly bloody and cruel. No sane person co
uld have done this.



Marcus asked, “If everyone who knew about
this was killed, how did you get this information? Where did these videos com
e from?”

Gloom said. “These videos were recorded by Granger and the others. The fak
e Clair and Granger are completely devoid of humanity. Not only did they reco
rd their brutal acts, but they also occasionally watch them for their own twisted
pleasure. This video was copied by someone working for the Reese family.”
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In Marcus‘ mind, it was totally believable that Granger and his gang could do s
uch monstrous things, “Can you give me the details?

Gloom

replied, “Once, a maid stumbled upon these images. She thought about going
to the police, but was worried that the evidence couldn’t take down the powerf
ul Granger and that she’d end up being the one getting screwed. So, she mad
e a sneaky copy and quit her job with the Reese family, laying low somewhere
far away, hoping to expose Granger and his gang one day.”

Marcus asked, “Did you check out this person’s background?”
Gloom replied. We did. She’s clean, not one of Granger’s people.”

Marcus didn’t say anything else, but his hand clenched the stack of document
s so hard he was about to make a hole through the pages.

Gloom continued, “President Hartley, these images are copies, so we’d need
a specialized agency to verify if they’re legit. There have been rumors about G
ranger being involved in multiple deaths, but they’ve all ended up going nowh
ere, which tells you the kind of connections Granger has. | was worried that ac
ting prematurely would tip them off, so | haven’t made this public.”

Marcus said, /'l get someone on it. You give the
documents to him and he’ll get them verified
by the most authoritative organization.”



Gloom replied, “Okay”

Marcus said, “If these documents are confirmed to be real, hand the evidence
over to the police. We have to make sure Granger and his gang get what’s co
ming to them”

Gloom replied, “Before we turn them over to the police, I'll make sure they get
a taste of a living hell”

Marcus nodded, then asked, “How’s things with John?”

Gloom replied, “John’s still clinging to the story that he didn’t mean to kill Corn
elia, that he just accidentally hurt Granny Rebecca and it’s got nothing to do w
ith anyone else. Because he’s been cooperative and didn’t cause a major fallo
ut, he probably won’t get the death sentence, maybe just 20 to 30 years. If he
behaves in prison, he might even get out early.”

Gloom paused for a few seconds, then said, “President Hartley, do you
think we should stir up some public opinion on this?”

Marcus replied, “No! The less attention this gets the better.”

Marcus remembered when Granny Rebecca was buried and Cornelia mention
ed that she wanted to meet the murderer, but Marcus stopped her with the ex
cuse that the murderer couldn’t have visitors. Because he didn’t want to see C
ornelia get hurt again.

Now, in order to get a harsher punishment for the murderer John by stirring
up public opinion, it would definitely put the criminal in his place, but it

would also hurt Cornelia, the victim’s family member. Marcus would never allo
w anything that could potentially hurt Cornelia to happen.

Gloom asked, “So what should we...?”

Marcus replied, “Keep a close eye on this matter and report to me every day.”
Gloom replied, “Okay”

Marcus said, “And do everything you can to find Clair’s real body”

Gloom replied, “'m afraid that’s not possible.”

Marcus asked, “What?”



Gloom said, “I've compiled all their information, you can check it out whenever
. They’re brutal, not just killing people but also dismembering the bodies and b
urning them, spreading the ashes in the sea. It’s like they’re making it impossi
ble to find any evidence.”

Hearing this, Marcus, who was already frail, started to cough violently. He spa
t out a mouthful of blood.

Gloom quickly yelled, “President Hartley!”
Marcus waved his hand, trying to control his cough, I'm fine.”

They continued to talk, showing no signs of stopping. Dr. Lester couldn’t stand
it anymore, “You’re fine? You’re coughing up blood and you say you’re fine?
Marcus, there’s no need

to discuss this now, you should rest and recover first, then we can talk about t
his later.”
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Having wrapped up the conversation, Marcus waved his hand dismissively, “Y
ou go ahead and do your thing.”

“Alright.” Gloom replied.

When he left, Dr. Lester let out a sigh of relief, thinking that Marcus could
finally have a proper rest. But the next second, Marcus‘ phone started to buzz

again.

Dr. Lester said. “Marc, can you just switch off your phone? No job is more
important than your life, man.”

Marcus didn’t even bat an eyelid, he just picked up the call.



Dr. Lester had no idea who was on the other end of the line. He only heard M
arcus say, “Yeah, make sure she gets the hang of things in no time. | have mo
re plans when | get back.”

With that said, Marcus ended the call.
Dr. Lester asked, “Can you finally lie down and rest now?”
Marcus asked, “Did the folks you reached out to arrive yet?”

Dr. Lester answered, “Everyone is scattered around the world. | told them to fl
y over here ASAP, but it’s gonna take at least a couple of days to get everyon
e together.”

Marcus didn’t care about the time, “How sure are you that you can cure me?”
Dr. Lester replied, “1...”

It was not that Dr. Lester was unwilling to answer, but even though he was hai
led as a miracle doctor, he had no confidence he could cure Marcus. Last nigh
t, he took Marcus to the hospital for a full body check—

up, but the frightening thing was they couldn’t find anything wrong.

The poison was slowly corroding his body, but there were no visible signs of in
ternal damage. By the time the damage was discovered, his organs would bur
st instantly, leaving only a thin layer of skin, and death was the only path left.

What Marcus was most worried about was Cornelia, “You have to take good ¢
are of Cornelia”

Dr. Lester grumbled, “Why don’t you take care of Cornelia yourself? Who woul
d look after your wife?”

“Cornelia’s parents

passed away a long time ago. She was brought up by Granny Rebecca. Despi
te her carefree outward appearance, she’s actually pretty sensitive inside. If s
he finds out about my condition, she’ll definitely lose it. Marcus said.

“Do you think you can keep this from her forever?” Dr. Lester asked.

“Even if | cant, | must. No accidents can happen. Marcus said.



Dr. Lester suggested, “But from what | see, Cornelia is very brave. She would

definitely want to fight this illness with you instead of being kept in the dark.” M
arcus didn’t say anything more. He knew very well how much Cornelia valued

love and loyalty. It was precisely because she was so loyal and loving that he

couldn’t tell her. Granny Rebecca’s death had already dealt a huge blow to Co
rnelia. Even with Marcus by her side, she had almost broken down a few time

S.

If she were to watch him leave
this world without being able to do anything, he was sure that she would lose
her mind. Marcus would never let such a thing happen.

Dr. Lester added, “If you don’t want to tell her, | respect your decision. For no
w, you need to rest and cooperate with the treatment. We have to believe that
miracles can happen’

Marcus gave a weak smile and closed his eyes, “Will there really be a miracle
I)H

Dr. Lester nodded firmly, “Yes! There definitely will be!”

He was not just talking
to Marcus, but also reassuring himself. He was telling himself that he had to fi
nd a way to save Marcus.

But by then, Marcus could no longer hear him. After lying down, he slipped int
0 a state of unconsciousness.
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