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Dr. Lester quickly shot Cornelia up with a tranquilizer, figuring she should be 
right as rain once she woke up. Marcus held Cornelia in a tight grip, not 
saying a word, but everyone there could tell how much he cared for her. 

Dr. Lester said. “Marc, Comelia will be fine. You can take her back to your 
room to rest 

Marcus nodded, carrying Cornelia upstairs and gently laying her on the bed. 
He then turned around to fetch her pajamas and carefully cleaned her face 
with a damp towel After all that, he sat by her side, his gaze never leaving her 
for a moment. 

He lifted her hand gave it a kiss, then said with love, “Cornelia, I can’t be with 
you on your journey ahead. You’ll have to go it alone! 

Cornelia, deep in sleep, didn’t hear him but still furrowed her brows. 

Cornelia woke up at six in the morning. As she opened her eyes, she met a 
pair of deep-set eyes. Seeing Marcus looking a bit off, Comelia reached out to 
touch his face, asking. “You look unwell, what’s up?” 

“Really?” Marcus held her hand, pulling her into his embrace, “Maybe I’m just 
a bit peckish. I’ll be fine after breakfast” 

Cornelia let him hold her, no matter how long he wanted to, but he soon let 
go. “Let’s get up, wash up and head to the office after breakfast.” 

Cornelia asked, “Are we going to the office for work handover? I forgot to ask 
last night, who’s the new assistant you’ve chosen? 

“You’ll find out soon Marcus replied 

‘Still playing guessing games with me huh? Cornelia asked 

Marcus just chuckled and replied, “Uh-huh” 

They brushed their teeth together, had breakfast, and went to the office 



Like always, Austin parked the car outside the office And like always, Cornelia 
got out first, then opened the car door for Marcus. This time, she reached out 
to hold Marcus hand, wanting to make their relationship public, tired of hiding 
But Marcus dodged Comelia’s hand, walking straight ahead. 

Cornelia quickly followed him, wanting to ask why he didn’t want to hold her 
hand, but he beat her to it, “We should keep work and personal matters 
separate” 

Comelia accepted that 

They took the executive elevator to the CEOs office. As they stepped out, they 
saw Yolanda and Tahlia waiting by the elevator, 

Yolanda and Tahlia greeted them together, “Good morning, President Hartley! 
Good morning Ms. Stewart! 

Cornelia smiled and replied, “Good morning! 

Marcus nodded and told Yolanda. “You’ve been working with Tahlia for a 
while now, and you should know her capabilities. Today, you will hand over 
Tahlia to Ms. Stewart, let her guide her for the day” 

Yolanda responded, “Yes, sir 

Marcus then turned to Comelia. “Tahlia will be your successor.” 

Cornelia was speechless When she asked him who the new assistant was 
last night, he didn’t answer Was it to surprise her? Tahlia got approval from 
both Yolanda and Marcus in such a short time, Cornelia was happy for her, 
but also a bit concerned. 
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There was this saying everyone had their own forte. Tahlia was a pro at 
finance, but had zero experience in secretanal work. So, making her the 
president’s personal assistant might not be the smartest move. There was 



gotta be a better ft within the president’s secretary department Cornelia wasn’t 
sure if Marcus had a soft spot for Tahlia because of her But, since Marcus had 
made up his mind, he must have his reasons and she respected that 

“Alright. I’ll sort out the handover Cornelia said 

Marcus didn’t say anything more and headed back to his office. 

After Marcus left. Yolanda gave Cornelia an ambiguous smile, “Cornelia, are 
you quitting because you’re planning to have a baby? 

Comelia replied, “There are other people around Don’t talk nonsense. 

Yolanda said, “We all know Tahlia is your sister, stop pretending” 

Comelia looked at Tahlia. 

Tahlia playfully tugged Cornelia’s arm, “I didn’t spill the beans. Just because 
we have the same last name and people think we look alike, they figured it 
out” 

Comelia didn’t blame Tahlia, she smiled and palled her head. “Yolanda, thank 
you for looking after Tahlia” 

Yolanda said. “Tahlia is just as bright as you, she catches on quickly. Even 
though she has never been a secretary before. I believe she can handle being 
the president’s personal assistant.” 

“Thanks for the vote of confidence” Cornelia said. 

“Alright, get back to work, I won’t bother you anymore. Remember to come 
back and visit. I’m curious to see how cute your baby with President Hartley 
will be Yolanda said 

Cornelia laughed and said, “Sure, I will” 

Yolanda went back to her office, and Cornelia took Tahlia to the personal 
assistant’s office 

Tahlia was a bit worried, ‘Nelly, I don’t know how I ended up being chosen as 
the president’s personal assistant, I’ve only been here a few days, do you 
think I can handle this job?” 



Cornelia said, “Tahlia, you need to have confidence. Trust in President Hartley 
and Yolandas judgment, if you werent capable, they wouldn’t have chosen 
you? 

Tahlia said nervously, “I suspect President Hartley chose me because of you.” 

“Regardless, now that they’ve chosen you, you need to do your job well 
Cornelia said. 

Tahlia understood. This was a good chance to prove herself, “I’ll do my best, I 
won’t let you down.” 

Cornelia nodded, “Okay, now I’m handing over my duties to you. After the 
handover, I might officially quit. If you don’t understand anything in the future, 
you can still ask me.” 

Tahlia nodded, then said “Nelly, did you quit so suddenly because you’re 
pregnant?” 

Cornelia touched her stomach, she also hoped she could get pregnant, but 
who could be sure Not yet, but I believe it will happen soon,” 

“You need to work harder then. I’m waiting to look after your baby. Tahlia 
laughed. 

Cornelia chuckled Enough about personal matters, let’s get on with the 
handover.” 

During the handover, Cornelia realized she had underestimated Tahlia 
Tahlia’s understanding and grasp of the personal assistant’s work far 
exceeded her expectations Without a doubt, she had a lot of potential 

Cornelia spent an entire day handing over all her responsibilities to Tahlia, 
and officially completed the resignation procedures. This meant, from this 
moment on, she was no longer the personal assistant to the president of the 
Hartley Group, Marcus. 

Her relationship with Marcus was no longer boss and employee, she was just 
Jeremy’s wife. 



Cornelia looked at the place where she had worked for over a year. The more 
she looked, the less she wanted to leave, until she heard Marcus’ deep voice 
behind her ‘Cornelia” 

She turned around and saw Marcus standing at the door 

Marcus reached out his hand, ‘Let’s go home” 

All the reluctance disappeared at that moment. She walked towards him with 
a smile and put her hand in his “Alright, let’s go home.” 
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It was already after work hours, and only Marcus and Cornelia were left in the 
CEO’s office. Marcus lifted his hand, gently brushing Cornelia’s stray hair 
behind her ear, and asked, “Have you finished all the resignation 
procedures?” 

Comelia nodded, “Yes. From now on, you’re no longer my boss and won’t get 
to boss me around anymore.” 

Marcus chuckled, “From now on, I’ll listen to you.” 

“Alright. Let’s go out for dinner tonight. I just made a pretty penny and I want 
to treat you! Cornelia said, draping her arm around his. 

Marcus replied “Sounds good” 

“What do you feel like eating?” Cornelia asked. 

I’m not picky, we can eat whatever you want Marcus said. 

“Are you sure you’re not picky? Have you forgotten that you even choose your 
water carefully? Cornelia couldn’t believe Marcus would say he was not picky 

Marcus replied, “That was in the past. Now that I’m with you, I find everything 
delicious.” 



This made Cornelia feel incredibly sweet. She tiptoed to his eye level, “Me 
too. Everything tastes fantastic when I’m with you.” 

Marcus wrapped his arms around Comelia’s waist, lifting her up and pulling 
her closer, “Cornelia.” 

Because they were so close, his breath lightly brushed past her nose, making 
her feel ticklish, very ambiguous. Cornelia thought he was about to kiss her 
and instinctively closed her eyes. But instead of his kiss, she heard his low 
laughter, “What on earth are you thinking about all day?” 

Cornelia immediately opened her eyes and glared at him in annoyance. 
“Hmph, if you don’t want to kiss me, that’s fine, but don’t mock me. I don’t 
want to talk to you anymore.” 

Unexpectedly, as soon as she finished her sentence, Marcus eager lips met 
hers. He was kissing her very seriously 

Yes, seriously! 

Soon, Cornelia was following his rhythm, lost in his kiss. When their kiss 
ended, Cornelia felt a bit dizzy Then she heard Marcus teasing her. “You’re 
such a fast learner at work, why haven’t you improved your kissing skills? 

Cornelia was speechless. This man was too much! He was actually mocking 
her for not being able to kiss! 

Cornelia’s competitive nature made her unwilling to accept defeat, so she 
pounced on Marcus. She imitated his motions and kissed him back. After the 
kiss, she even lifted her head, “Who said I couldn’t kiss?” 

“Well, you’re teachable.” Marcus rubbed his sore lip, his eyes twinkling behind 
his silver glasses. 

“You sreaky man!’ Cornelia said. She suddenly realized she had been 
provoked by him. 

Marcus, laughing so hard his chest was shaking, pulled the furning Cornelia 
into his arms, ‘My Cornelia, you’re so adorable.” 

Adorable enough that he wanted to gobble her up 

Adorable enough that he wanted to protect her forever, making her worry-free. 



Adorable enough that just looking at her made him feel incredibly happy. 

Cornelia said, ‘I’m done arguing with you. I’m hungry, let’s go eat ” 

“Alright” Marcus replied. 

Little did Marcus know, the restaurant Cornelia chose was the one she had 
booked for him and Mrs. Hartley for a date a year ago when they didn’t know 
each other’s identities and she was his assistant 
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He came back from the Capital at that time and went to pick up Cornelia from 
her rented apartment after he finished his business. But, he mistook 
Cornelia’s good friend for Cornelia and thought she had betrayed him. In a fit 
of anger, he thought about divorce and naturally stopped coming to this 
restaurant. 

Marcus didn’t know why Cornelia arranged to eat here today, or if there was 
any special reason. Before he could voice this thought, Cornelia already got 
his drift. 

“We failed to have our date a year ago It’s not too late to make up for it today, 
right?’ Comelia asked. 

She was all smiles, clearly very happy 

Marcus said, “It’s not too late now” 

Comelia said. “Well then, let’s go. I’ve booked a room with a view. We can eat 
while enjoying the night view of Riverton” 

“Alright Marcus said 

Over the past year or so, Cornelia often helped couples book this restaurant. 
After going back and forth many times, she got to know the manager of this 
high-end restaurant. As soon as she walked in, the manager recognized her, 



“Ms. Stewart, I reserved the best view box for you and your husband. I hope 
you enjoy your meal here.” 

After saying that, the manager finally noticed Marcus, and his eyes lit up. “Ms. 
Stewart, your husband is so handsome.” 

“Thanks for the compliment! Cornelia smiled and said. 

“Please follow me!” The manager quickly led the way, taking a few steps 
before sneaking a glance back at Marcus In the past, he always thought that 
Cornelia was so beautiful that it would be difficult to find someone who could 
match her. When he saw Cornelia’s husband today and saw them together, 
he felt that they were a perfect match 

This handsome man and beautiful woman were really pleasing to the eye, and 
wherever they went, they always attracted everyone’s attention. At a table by 
the window on the right side of the corridor, some diners recognized them, 
“Isn’t that Ms. Stewart and Mr. Hartley?” 

“Huh? Really?” 

“Yes! It really is them!” 

“They’re holding hands, could it be? 

“Didn’t Mr Hartley love his wife very much? How could he be with Ms 
Stewart?” 

“When a man and a woman spend a lot of time alone together, and the man is 
handsome and the woman is beautiful, it’s hard not to have some sparks, 
right?” 

“They’re beautiful together, but it’s still an inappropriate relationship no matter 
how you look at it. This restaurant is not far from our company, they’re being 
too bold.” 

Cornelia vaguely felt the gazes from the side. She turned her head and met 
their eyes. She recognized these two people, who were two directors from the 
finance department 

She smiled at them and held onto Marcus arm even tighter, “Honey, I see 
some acquaintances. Shall we go say hi?” 



Those people recognized Marcus, but Marcus didn’t recognize them, and 
every time they met, it was always others who took the initiative to greet 
Marcus. He rarely took the initiative to greet others. He didn’t want to bother 
with those people, but Cornelia obviously wanted to make their relationship 
public, and how could he not accompany 

her. 

“Okay. 

go with you” Marcus said. 

“You’re the best! Cornelia laughed. 

The two colleagues noticed Cornelia and Marcus walking towards them and 
immediately lowered their heads, not daring to meet their eyes anymore. 

Comelia walked up to their table, “Gentlemen, are you also dining here?” 

Now, they could no longer pretend not to know, and they could no longer 
pretend not to see. The two directors quickly stood up, “President Hartley, 
good evening! Ms. Stewart, good evening!” 

Cornelia cut to the chase, “Are you curious about my relationship with 
President Hartley?” 

So direct? 

Now was it so public to be someone’s mistress? 

Did she think they wouldn’t go back to the company and tell others? 

Just as they were thinking about these things, they heard Marcus say. “After 
waiting for more than two years, you finally decided to reveal my identity to 
your colleagues?” 
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Was President Hartley hinting at something? Were President Hartley and 
Cornelia a couple? Had he been waiting for Cornelia to acknowledge his 
identity? 

Cornelia smiled and said, “Let me introduce, President Hartley is my 
husband.” 

The two executives turned green with envy, “Oh, Ms. Stewart…” 

It seemed a bit weird to call them that though, as they wer the CEO and the 
CEO’s wife of the company! 

“You guys enjoy your meal, we’ve also booked a room here” Then, Cornelia 
left, hand in hand with Marcus 

The executives watched their backs, both sighing, ‘So the CEO’s wife we’ve 
been curious about has been right under our noses all along” 

Although Marcus said he was up for anything, Cornelia still thoughtfully 
arranged his favorite dishes, all of which were light in taste. However, Marcus 
only had a few bites before he stopped eating 

“Not to your taste?’ Cornelia asked. 

Tm going to use the restroom” Marcus said 

“Okay” Cornelia said. 

Marcus spent quite a while in the restroom, and by the time he came back, the 
food had already gone cold. Seeing his pale face, Cornelia asked, “Are you 
feeling okay?” Feeling really unwell, Marcus knew he couldn’t hide it from 
Cornelia, nor did he intend to ‘Yeah, I’m not feeling too good.” 

Cornelia immediately put down her utensils, took out the medication Dr. Lester 
had given her at noon from her bag. Take this medicine first. Dr. Lester said 
it’s specially made and it will help your body 

Marcus put the pill into his mouth. It couldn’t ease his pain, but he wanted 
Cornelia to rest easy, so he swallowed it. After taking it, he said, “This 
medicine works wonders, feel much better now.” 

Cornelia poured him a glass of water, ‘Have some water.” 



Marcus did as she told 

He tried his best to adjust his condition, making himself appear less weak, 
quickly fooling Cornelia 

She said ‘Let’s go home” 

Marcus said, “I’m much better now. Didn’t you say there’s a new movie? Let’s 
go see it” 

Cornelia said, “There will be plenty of time to watch movies, you need to get 
better first.” 

“I want to go.” Marcus insisted. 

Because he knew, he didn’t have much time left. If he didn’t go this time, he 
might never have the chance to watch a movie with her. 

“The movie theater is not a good environment, let’s watch at home Cornelia 
too, was persistent 

So they both compromised, deciding to go back to the Celestial Chateau to 
watch the movie. 

Not long after the movie started, Marcus fell asleep with his head on 
Cornelia’s shoulder. 

Looking at him, Cornelia quietly took out her cell phone and texted Dr. Lester, 
Dr. Lester, are you sure Marc is okay?” 

Dr. Lester replied, “Who said he’s okay? This problem has been bothering him 
for years, he needs slow recuperation, and he can’t be working all the time.” 

“Is it really just his old illness acting up?” Cornelia asked. 

Dr. Lester replied, “You want him to have more problems?” 

Marcus had been sleeping next Cornelia for the duration of the film. After the 
movie ended, Cornelia woke him up. 

Marcus smiled at her, “Go get some rest.” 

Cornelia responded, “Okay” 
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That night, Cornelia had a rough time sleeping. The moment she shut her 
eyes, she was off to dreamland and her dreams were all over the place. 

When she woke up in the morning, she found Marcus had already gone to 
work. And when Marcus got busy days just flew by 

One day, while Cornelia was at home doodling comics, she heard a car 
pulling up outside. She rushed out to greet them and was surprised to find not 
only Marcus, but also Tahlia it had been a while since she last saw Tahlia and 
she was pretty stoked, “Tahlia, you’re here.” 

Tahlia trotted over to Cornelia, “Hey Nelly, good afternoon.” 

Cornelia asked, “How’s work going lately?” 

“Goes well” Tahlia replied. 

Π 

Marcus didn’t even glance at Cornelia. He walked straight into the house, 
“Show me the plan again.” 

“Sure Tahlia let go of Cornelia’s hand Nelly I’ve gotta work with President 
Hartley first, we can catch up later.” 

“Alright, go ahead Cornelia smiled. What would you like to drink? I’ll get it 
ready” 

“I’m good with anything” Tahlia followed Marcus into the study. 

Cornelia didn’t continue her drawing instead, she went to the kitchen and 
prepared two drinks, one coffee, Marcus’ favorite, and one passion fruit 
lemonade, Tahlia’s favorite The coffee was freshly ground by Cornelia and 
tailored to Marcus’ taste. The passion fruit lemonade was freshly squeezed by 
her. She knew Tahlia liked it sweet, so she added some honey 



Once everything was ready. Cornelia personally delivered the drinks to the 
study 

Even though they were married. Cornelia knew to respect personal space, so 
she didn’t just walk in Instead, she knocked on the door and only entered 
when Marcus said she could 

I brought you guys some drinks Cornelia said 

But Marcus and Tahlia seemed to not notice Cornelia Marcus was looking at 
some documents, and Tahlia was helping him flip through, their faces so close 
they could feel each other’s breath 

Cornelia remembered when she and Marcus were still unaware of each 
other’s identity, they never got this close at work. For some reason, Cornelia 
didn’t really like this. She pushed the coffee next to Marcus Your coffee 

Marcus nodded, “Hmm” 

Tahlia looked up at Cornelia. Thanks, Nelly” 

Then, she went back to working with Mu 

Comelia wanted to say something but she didnt want to disturb their work, so 
she quietly left 

Downstairs, Patricia noticed Cornelia’s mood looking upstairs, Nelly what’s 
wrong? 

“Nothing” Cornelia sat back at the bar opened her tablet picked up her stylus, 
and continued her drawing. Patricia, President Hartley is still busy, could you 
prepare some fruits and snacks for them?” 

“Sure.” Patricia responded. 

Comelia immersed herself in her drawing 

After a while. Patricia, who had just delivered the fruits and snacks, 
approached Cornelia, “Nelly” 

“Hmm?” Cornelia didn’t look up, just replied 

Patricia hesitated, then asked. “Arent you worried?” 



Cornelia looked up “Worried about what?” 

Patricia looked upstairs, “Aren’t you worried that Jeremy might be taken by 
another woman?” 

Cornelia laughed. Im not worried.” 

“Are you really not worried?” Patricia asked again 

“I trust him, he wont fall for other women.” Comelia replied. 

Patricia said “No matter how good Jeremy is, he’s still a man. Men, you know, 
they can be fickle. Be careful, dont regret it when he’s taken by someone else” 

“If he can be so easily taken by someone else, then he’s not the Jeremy I 
know What’s the point of wanting him then?” Comelia said 
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“You and Marc have a thing I don’t believe you wouldn’t be upset if he was 
taken away by someone else. Being big hearted is a good thing, but 
sometimes you can’t be too tolerant, otherwise, you’re the one who gets hurt 
in the end” Patricia said that, then went to the kitchen to prepare some drinks 
and took them upstairs. 

Cornelia wasn’t worned about Marcus being taken away by other women, but 
Patricia was. Granny Luisa asked Patricia to take good care of the couple, 
Marcus and Comelia, especially Cornelia 

Patricia didn’t just owe it to Granny Luisa, she was also very fond of Cornelia. 
She couldn’t let anyone ruin Cornelia’s marriage to Marcus, nor would she let 
Cornelia be hurt. After Patricia left, Cornelia continued to draw her comics. 
Before long. Patricia was back by her side, “Nelly!” 

Cornelia asked, “Patricia, what’s up?” 



Patricia hesitated. ‘Nelly, I know you don’t like me meddling, but there are 
some things I need to say.” 

“What things?’ Cornelia asked 

Patricia said, “Ms. Reese became your own sister, now she goes by Tahlia, 
but it doesn’t change the fact that she once wanted to marry Marc. Now she 
has even taken your position and is around Marc every day What if…” 

Cornelia just chuckled, Patricia, let bygones be bygones. Tahlia didn’t willingly 
do those things. You don’t need to worry, she no longer has such feelings for 
Marc.” 

“People are unpredictable, saying no on the surface, who knows what they’re 
thinking deep down” Patricia said. 

“I trust Marc, and I trust Tahlia One is my husband, the other is my blood 
sister. How could they possibly betray me?” Comelia said. 

Patricia wanted to say something more, but when she brought the drinks in, 
she saw Tahlia virtually glued to Marcus Before, Marcus would have avoided 
this, but this time 

he didn’t. Not only did he not avoid her, he even got closer to her. They looked 
very close, more like a couple than boss and employee 

Knowing Patricia meant well, Cornelia said, “Patricia, it’s getting late, why 
don’t you go prepare dinner. They’re probably going to finish around six or 
seven, and I plan to have Tahlia stay for dinner’ 

Although Patricia wanted to get Tahlia out of there immediately, she didn’t 
want to make Cornelia uncomfortable, so she obediently went to the kitchen. 

After Patricia left, Cornelia was alone in the living room. She picked up her 
pen again and focused on her drawing. Not a few minutes into her drawing, a 
voice message came through on her phone. Cornelia answered, only to hear 
Zack say, “Nelly, good news! Really good news! 

“What’s the good news? Spit it out, no cliffhangers.” Cornelia said. 

Zack said, “Forver Entertainment not only bought our TV rights, but also our 
animation rights. The total for both is a seven-figure sum.” 



“How much exactly? Cornelia couldn’t help but ask 

One million was a seven figure sum, so was nine hundred and ninety-nine 
thousand, but the gap between them was quite big. 

Abigail held up five fingers in front of the camera, saying. “This number.” 

“Five million” Comelia was surprised 
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Zack nodded, “Yeah Other companies offered more, but we didn’t trust their 
production quality, so we went with Forver Entertainment” 

Five million for the rights may not be a big deal to some big shots, but for 
newcomers like Cornelia, it was a hefty amount. Her last work. The Story of 
Nesiona, only fetched a six-figure sum for the rights. This time, it was a 
ridiculous jump. 

“Really” Five million? You’re not pulling my leg right?’ Cornelia asked. 

“When have we ever messed around with you like that? Abigail replied. 

They had grown up together, and while they liked to goof off, they knew when 
to be serious and not joke around. 

Comelia fell silent taking time to digest this massive number. She knew that 
her status had been elevated thanks to Hannah Hannah’s filming of Cornelia’s 
The Story of Nesiona had significantly boosted Cornelia’s income 

Now, she had once again expressed her love for Comelia’s new work on 
social media and showed interest in being involved, making Cornelia’s work 
skyrocket in value 

Suddenly having this huge income, Comelia was thrilled but also a bit worned. 
She was afraid that someone would buy her work and not even be able to 
recover the cost in 



the end 

“Did you really sign the contract?” Cornelia asked. 

“They ve already transferred the down payment to us. How could it be fake? 
Abigail understood what Cornelia was worned about, “Don’t overthink it. 
Foriver Entertainment isnt stupid Their marketing department has done a 
thorough assessment before buying our work. If your work isn’t good, no 
matter how much Hannah promotes it, Forver Entertainment wouldn’t buy it 

Zack added, “Honestly, signing a contract at this stage is a no-brainer for 
Foriver Entertainment. Next month, when The Story of Nesiona starts airing 
with Hannah’s popularity, Forver Entertainment’s production quality, and the 
great plot, the show will at least be popular, if not a huge hit. Once the show 
becomes popular, your value as the original author will skyrocket, and the 
value of your work will certainly rise with it. By then, the bundled price of your 
film and animation rights will definitely be much higher than it is now, and you 
might feel like I sold it for too cheap 

Cornelia said, “Would I? We’ve been steadily growing our studio for years, 
from just the three of us to now over twenty. We just want to continue growing 
slowly, not make it big overnight” 

Zack agreed, “Indeed, we’ve always been steady. We’re not in a rush to make 
quick money. One step at a time, that’s the way to go 

Abigail chimed in, “Today’s a good day, you two, don’t get sidetracked. Now, 
let’s think about how to spend this money” 

Zack asked. Remember our website crash a few days ago?” 

Comelia nodded, “Ive contacted the best engineers in Riverton. Their annual 
salary is high, and I’m still considering it.” 

Zack said, “Now we have enough funds. We should inwest some of it to hire 
them. We need to ensure the quality of our website, we can’t let it crash 
again.” 

“Agreed Cornelia nodded 

“We must invest this money. But I’m more curious about how much each of us 
will get Abigail started crunching numbers, “Cornelia, Zack, hear me out.” 



“Alright, go ahead Seeing Abigail so excited, Cornelia couldn’t help but get 
excited too 

“Is that all you care about?’ Zack teased 

Abigail exclaimed, “Five million! Do you know what that means? That’s a 
number I didn’t even dare to dream about before, and now it’s in our account! 
How can I not be excited?” 
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Zack was actually pretty pumped too, just trying to keep his cool. They were 
about to do something big couldn’t lose their heads over money. 

Abigail went on, “I did the math, after the five million hits our account, after 
taxes, website maintenance, staff salaries and all that jazz, the three of us 
should be able to split around a million”. 

Zack facepalmed. “A million, sounds like just a number, but how many people 
can’t make that much in their whole life.” 

Cornelia had been hanging around Marcus for so long, business of the Hartley 
Group were always counted in billions. She thought she’d gone numb to 
money. But when she heard she could make a million, she couldn’t contain 
her excitement, because this was money they had earned with their own 
sweat and tears. 

Abigail kept talking. “When we get the money. I plan to pay off some of my 
mortgage. Our mortgage interest is so high, we’ve been paying for so long 
and barely touched the principal, it hurts just thinking about it 

Zack said, “That’s my plan too. Nelly what about you?” 

Cornelia replied. I plan to pay off some of my mortgage as well 

Cornelia wasn’t exactly strapped for cash. Not only she had assets from 
Granny Luisa, but also from Grandpa Augustine. She had no clue how to 



manage these assets, so she had a financial advisor handle it for her. The 
money earned was all deposited in a special account, and she didn’t spend a 
dime. She wanted to prove her worth with her own hard work. 

Abigail said, ‘Nelly you’re living in the Celestial Chateau now, hardly come 
back to Lakeview Estates, and it’s hard for us to see you. Can you come back 
and stay tonight?” 

Cornelia hadn’t seen Zack and Abigail for quite a while, she missed them, but 
she turned down the invitation to return to Lakeview Estates tonight. 

President Hartley has been away from home for a few days, he’s finally hack 
today. I want to stay with him” Cornelia said. 

“You always put your man before your friends Abigail and Zack said in unison. 

Cornelia laughed, “With a hunk like President Hartley around, who wouldn’t 
fall head over heels?* 

Abigail chuckled, “Nelly, so is President Hartley any good?” 

“Of course he is! Even better than those guys in your novels who can go 
seven or eight rounds in one night Cornelia joked again. 

“Cough” Suddenly, Tahlia’s voice came from behind Cornelia jumped, she 
quickly hung up the phone and turned around, not only seeing Tahlia, but also 
Marcus 

Marcus eyes fell on Cornelia, his gaze dark and complex 

Cornelia was sure Marcus had heard what she just said, she blushed and 
started to stammer. You guys are done working? 

Tahlia replied, “Uh huh, Nelly, I’ll go back first 

“It’s dinner time, eat before you leave Cornelia said. 

Marcus added, “Have Patricia arrange a room for you. Stay here tonight.” 

They spoke almost simultaneously 



Cornelia was surprised that Marcus would invite Tahlia to stay over, she 
immediately turned to look at him. Marcus always disliked outsiders entering 
his territory, only making exceptions for his personal assistants 

He did so with Cornelia in the past, and now with Tahlia 

Tahlia looked at Cornelia, a bit embarrassed. “I think I’d better go back.* 

Cornelia smiled, “We have plenty of rooms here. If Marc says you can stay, 
then just stay Besides, it’s convenient for you two to communicate since you 
work together” 

Tahlia stole a glance at Marcus, wanted to say something, but closed her 
mouth. 

Cornelia stood up, I’m going to check on Patricia in the kitchen, see how 
dinner’s coming along.” 
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Tahlia immediately chimed in, “I’ll go with you.” 

But Marcus interjected, “You stay here.” 

Comelia and Tahlia halted 

Cornelia thought Marcus was calling her but when she turned around, she 
realized he was talking to Tahlia A weird feeling arose in Cornelia’s heart, 
making her uncomfortable. But she tried hard to suppress it 

Cornelia pretended to be relaxed while watching Marcus and Tahlia 
discussing something Tahlia glanced at Cornelia, then went back to Marcus’ 
side. “President Hartley. 

Marcus said, ‘Give Ben a call, the plan must be confirmed tonight” 

“Alright Tahlia said 



Cornelia realized they were just talking about work; she secretly blamed 
herself for thinking there was something going on between Marcus and Tahlia 

Cornelia went to the kitchen and asked, “Patricia, is dinner ready?” 

“All set.” Patricia said. 

“Great, Ill call them for dinner Cornelia said. 

Cornelia was at the kitchen door again, Tahlia, dinner’s ready Get Marc to 
come eat.” 

“Alright, we’ll be right there Tahlia replied 

Cornelia returned to the kitchen to prepare dinner with Patricia. Soon, several 
dishes were served 

Marcus and Tahlia also arrived. As usual, Marcus pulled out the chair where 
Cornelia usually sat, but he let Tahlia sit down. 

Cornelia looked at Marcus, but his attention was not on her. After being away 
for so many days, Marcus finally came home today, but he ignored Cornelia 
all the time. Everí the most patient person couldn’t stand this kind of neglect, 
let alone Cornelia who wasn’t a patient person. But considering others were 
present, Cornelia held back her emotions and didn’t blow up at Marcus. 

Patricia bluntly said, “Miss Tahlia, the seat you’re sitting in is usually Nellys.” 

Tahlia was taken aback and immediately stood up, I’m sorry” 

“It’s just a seat, sit down. We’re all family here, no need to be all uptight. Do 
whatever makes you comfortable Marcus said. 

Cornelia served Tahlia some dishes, ‘Patricia’s cooking is really good. Give it 
a try 

Tahlia said, “Thank you!” 

1 

Cornelia smiled, then said, “There’s a room upstairs. I used to stay there when 
I came over. Patricia cleans it regularly How about you stay there for the 
night?” 



Tahlia said, “I’ll go with your suggestion.” 

Patricia seemed somewhat annoyed. How could Cornelia be so naive? 
Inviting someone for dinner was enough, why did she have to invite her to 
stay overnight? 

Patricia couldn’t convince Cornelia, so she could only hope Marcus would get 
Tahlia to leave on her own, not letting another woman spend the night here. 
To Patricia’s surprise, he also said, “She doesn’t need to stay in the room you 
used to stay in Let Patricia arrange a new room for her, with all new supplies.” 

Patricia was frustrated, ‘Marc.” 

Didn’t he realize what he was saying? 
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