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Natalia asked, “Can | leave now?”

Zavier replied, “Of course!”

As Natalia stood up, she realized her legs were too weak to hold her up.
Zamer had someone escort her out

After Natalia left, the man who had just played Marcus finished removing his
makeup. He looked respectfully at Zavier, Mr. Rivera, I’m heading out.”

Zavier nodded. “Your sisters makeup skills are top—
notch. We’ll need you guys in the future, so don'’t let your skills get rusty”

“ understand‘ The man respectfully withdrew without saying another word.

Once the man had left, Zavier lit another cigarette, took a few hard puffs, then
laughed, ‘Marc, why are you so stubborn? If you had given

Skyler back to me, Cornelia wouldn’t have misunderstood

you. Now /’m curious, how are you going to

convince Cornelia that nothing happened between you and Natalia?”

When Cornelia returned home, Zack and Abigail were having breakfast. They
were surprised to see her back.

Almost simultaneously, Zack and Abigail asked, “You came home so late last
night, weren’t you going to sleep in today before going to Southern Peak? Wh
ere did you run off to this early?”

Cornelia opened her mouth to explain her morning, but decided against it,
“Marcus got drunk, and | picked him up”

Zack started nagging “Once our studio is doing better, you should quit this job
that gives you no personal time and focus on your comics.”

As he spoke. Zack served Cornelia a bow! of oatmeal for her, showing his car
e in his own way.



Comelia nodded, “I’ll consider it.”
Abigail asked, “Nelly, how did you suddenly come to this decision?”

Cornelia replied, “Once our studio’s income increases and my comics can cov
er my mortgage, | won’t push myself so hard.”

Zack joked, “You’re such a money grubber. It all comes down to whether it ma
kes money or not.”

Cornelia laughed, “Being
a money grubber is more practical than being a hopeless romantic, right?”

Zack said, “True”
Abigail said, “l suspect you guys are hinting at me.”
Cornelia asked, “Are you a hopeless romantic?”

Abigail answered, “Am 1? | don’t think so. I like all good—looking guys,
not just one.”

Cornelia asked, “When are you going to introduce us to your boyfriend?”

Abigail replied, “I'll tell him today Let’s wait until this weekend /'l bring him to
meet you guys.*

As for Abigail’s boyfriend, Cornelia was more invested than if she were seekin
g a boyfriend herself. She was afraid Abigail would be deceived, “Where is yo
ur boyfriend from? What does he do? Who does he have in his family?

Abigail was amused by her, “Smelly Nelly, don’t you feel like you’re asking the
se questions like an elder? What’s next, his birthday?”

Cornelia rolled her
eyes at her, “We’re having a senous discussion here, don’t joke around. If he
wasn’t your boyfriend, who would bother asking?”
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Abigail knew Cornelia was asking out of concern, she might not even bother if
it was someone else

Since they were both there today. Abigail spilled the beans about her boyfrien
d, “He’s a Rosenberg guy, lives in Ashbourne Valley He’s an only child, and hi
s parents run a small grocery store that’s doing pretty well. They have two hou
ses in Ashbourne Valley, one for his folks, and the other’s his wedding house.
He’s just like us, went to Riverton University and stayed

on to work in Riverton after graduation He’s working at SwiftTech now”

Swift Tech is a budding tech company in Riverton that’s been growing rapidly

over the past few years. Apparently, the perks are

great, and if you stick around for over ten years, you even get a share of the p
rofits. But, even if the company’s great, the quality of an employee can’t be ref
lected through work alone.

Cornelia asked again, “What does he do there?”

Abigail had to think,

‘He mentioned it to me, but | can’t recall. Something about the marketing depa
rtment, or some other department. I’m not sure about the specifics” Comelia i
ghtly tapped

her forehead, “You’re about to get hitched, and you don’t even know these thi
ngs. Are you sure you’re okay with handing yourself over to him?” Abigail pout
ed, “Look who’s talking! You and Jeremy went straight to get your marriage
license after your first meeting. Did you even think about these things?”

Comelia replied, “It’s not the same with Jeremy and me.”
Abigalil asked, “What’s different?”

Comelia said, “Jeremy’s the grandson of my grandma’s friend. | may not know
Jeremy well, but my grandma knows him through his grandma.”

Abigail said, “You make your mariage sound like it’s arranged.”
Cornelia was speechless.

“Enough chit—chat, we still have to go to the
studio,” Zack interrupted them, then said, “Those gifts were bought by Abigail



and me. Give them to your
grandma and send her our regards. We’'ll visit her when we have time.”

“Thanks!” Cornelia said, “Once I’'m back from Southern Peak and have someo
ne to renovate the new house, I'll bring grandma back to Riverton in two or thr
ee months. We H move into the new house. As long as I’'m not traveling, I'll be
able to see grandma every day.”

Zack said, “Cool, I've ordered some moving boxes online. Once they arrive, y
ou two can start packing. We’ll move some stuff over the weekend.”

Cornelia said, “Okay.”

After they left for work, Cornelia went back to her room, took off her work cloth
es, and let her hair down.

She mostly wore business suits for work, so her wardrobe was filled with them
, making it hard to find a suitable casual outfit.

Cornelia realized that she hadn’t been shopping for clothes since starting to w
ork closely with Marcus last summer, due to the increased workload. The prett
lest thing in her closet was a white dress she bought a couple of days before a
greeing to marry Jeremy, at her grandma’s suggestion....

Zack was right. She had been a lot busier since joining the Hartley Group. Ap
art from a few hours of sleep, she spent almost all her time working.

Sure, she

was tired, but Cornelia didn’t complain. There’s no such thing as a free lunch i
n this world. If you want a high salary, you have to put in more effort than othe
rs.

Like Marcus, he’s the world’s richest man, but he also worked long hours. She
rarely saw him idle, taking a few days off to rest.

Sigh, why the hell was she thinking about that marriage—
betraying man again?

Cornelia shook her head, driving away thoughts and people that shouldn’t be i
n her mind.



She took out the white dress, ironed it neatly, put it on, and headed for the trai
n station to catch a train to Southern Peak.

The train ride from Riverton to Southern Peak took less than half an hour, and
the frequency was great, making it very convenient to commute.
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After getting on the train, Comelia whipped out her phone and pinged Jeremy
a text, “Hey Jeremy, I’'m on the train to Southern Peak. Got any messages for
grandma?” In this age of instant communication, you can say whatever you w
ant via video chat.

Comelia was just looking for an excuse to chat with Jeremy and build a rappor
t. Jeremy didn’t seem like the chatty type. He hardly ever initiated contact, and
it was mostly

her reaching out.

Cornelia didn’t have a problem with Jeremy being a bit of an introvert. She wa
S just worried that he might find her annoying if she kept reaching out.

After sending the text, Cornelia began to wait patiently.
One minute passed
Five minutes passed

Ten minutes went by, and Jeremy still hadn’t replied But Cornelia kept her coo
I

She hadn’t expected to reach Southern Peak by train and still not have a reply
from Jeremy

Cornelia was a bit disappointed. But she started making excuses for him. He
was probably busy at work and couldn’t respond



If she were busy and he texted her, she wouldn’t be able to respond either. Wi
th that thought, Cornelia’s disappointment vanished.

She shot Jeremy another text, “Hey Jeremy, if you’re busy, I'll stop bothering y
ou. Just remember to text me back when you’re free. Got some important stuff
to discuss

After sending the text, Cornelia didn’t wait for Jeremy to reply and put away he
r phone, hailing a cab to Southern Summer Garden

Little did Cornelia know that at that
moment, Marcus was in the ICU of The Hartley Group’s private hospital, unco
nscious since morning with no signs of waking up.

Dr. Dawson was pacing anxiously outside the ICU. Even the usually cool Jayd
en was getting anxious, smoking one cigarette after
another, “Mom, stop pacing What the hell happened to President Hartley?”

Dr. Dawson regained her composure at his shout

She sat down beside Jayden, took a cigarette from him and lit it, inhaling deep
ly, “Do you remember how Ayden got that scar on his face?”

Aydens horrendous scar nearly ruined his face. Jayden could never forget abo
ut it, but what did it have to do with anything now, “What does Ayden’s scar ha
ve to do with anything?”

Dr. Dawson finished her

cigarette, then said slowly, ‘1 remember Marc was less than eighteen that year
. He took over The Hartley Group for less than two months, and everything wa
s in chaos inside and out.”
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“Because he personally sent his own father to jail, many people were scared a
nd awed of him. At the same time, due to his young age, they didn’t believe in



his capabilities. There were a lot of people who wanted a piece of the Hartley
Group, and he was under siege

“The project in America was the key

to the Hartley Group’s resurgence, as well as the key

for him to showcase his abilities to the world. However, that project was so pro
fitable that not only he wanted it, but many others did as well

“After round and round of competition, his odds of winning were growing. Whe
n it looked like he was about to secure the project, competitors who couldn’t b
eat him in a fair fight started to resort to dirty tricks”

“Was President Hartley’s fainting spell related to that incident?” Jayden knew t
hat, but he was sent off by Marcus on other tasks and wasn’t with
them when they went to America so he didn’t know how dangerous it was.

Dr. Dawson continued,
“On the night before the project was signed, Marc’s car was hijacked. He was
taken to a warehouse by the sea by the kidnappers. They gave him two

he dies or he voluntarily gives up the project.
choices

“In the business world, it’s often said that the marketplace

is a battlefield, and experienced businessmen know that sometimes it’s even
more terrifying than a real battlefield There are real guns and cannons on the
battlefield, but the marketplace is often filled with invisible bullets.”

How difficult Marcus’s path to growth was, Dr. Dawson and her two sons shou
|ld know more clearly than others.

Dr Dawson went on, “You know what kind of person Marc is. If he has his sigh
ts on something, he won'’t give it up easily. Those guys put a gun to his head, t
rying to intimidate him into signing the contract. He didn’t budge, but told them
firmly that he’s set on the project. He played for time by engaging them in talk

s until Ayden arrived with help. Though they managed to rescue Marc in the e

nd, both Ayden and Marc got seriously injured...

Before Dr Dawson could finish, Jayden interrupted her, “Wasn’t it just Ayden
who got hurt? Did President Hartley get injured too? Why didn’t | know about t
his?”



Even after all these years, this was the first time Dr. Dawson mentioned this in
cident to someone. Each time she thought about the situation back then, she
would still get so tense she couldn’t breathe properly, “The more people know
about it, the bigger the risk of him being exposed. So only Ayden and | knew a
bout his injury.”

“Not even me?” Jayden felt a little hurt. He always thought that there was noth
ing about Marcus that he didn’t know.

It wasn’t until today that he found out that there was such a big incident that h
e knew nothing about.

Ignoring his complaints, Dr. Dawson continued, “Ayden’s injury was on his fac
e, it looked serious but it was just a scar, not life—

threatening. Marc’s situation was different, he was shot, and the bullet narrowl
y missed his heart. It almost cost him his life.”

Upon

hearing this, even the experienced Jayden couldn’t help but gasp. “He was se
riously injured and you guys didn’t tell me. What do you guys see me as? Am |
not your real son and only Ayden is?”

III

Dr. Dawson slapped him in annoyance. “Is that what you want to say?”

Jayden scratched his head, “Please continue!”

Dr. Dawson went on, “Marc’s injuries were severe and he
was only stabilized after a whole night of emergency treatment. He should hav
e been resting in the hospital, but rumors of his arrest spread

“Although he doesn’t necessarily have to be present for the signing, if he didn’
t show up because of the rumors, it would have been seen as admitting to the
m, and the hard—

won project would be lost. Upon learning of the situation, Marc dragged his inj
ured body, using his strong self—

control to muster up energy and went to the signing”

Jayden said, “He really doesn’t care about his own life.”
Dr. Dawson said, “Not just this time, he never cared about his own life”

Jayden said, “What happened then?”



Dr. Dawson continued, “At the time, Marc was just a teenager, still bearing se
vere injuries. Many children at his age might still be acting like babies in their
mother’s arms

“But when he appeared in front of everyone, even though his face was young
and he was seriously injured, his strong aura made people dare not underesti
mate him anymore. No one dared to say that he was just a child.”
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When recalling that scene, Dr. Dawson’s face was filled with satisfaction, like
she was looking at her own kid. But when she thought about what happened |
ater. Dr Dawson’s smile

vanished in an instant, leaving only endless worry and loss

Then she said. ‘Marc led the team to successfully secure the deal and got the

project. He spearheaded the Hartley Group to win this battle. However, he wor
ked through an Injury which resulted in

long term health issues If he doesn’t watch out for his health, his wife might en
d up a widow at a young age

Jayden chimed in, “So President Hartley’s unconscious state isn’t just due to a
Ilcohol damaging his stomach, but also has a lot to do with that injury?

Dr. Dawson retorted, “What else could it be?”

After hearing this, Jayden pondered for a moment then suggested, “Should w
e inform Cornelia, so she can come and take care of President Hartley? Mayb
e her presence can speed up his recovery”

Dr. Dawson gave him a stern look, “Didn’t you hear Marc say he didn’t want C
ornelia to know about this before he passed out?”

Jayden was impatient, “What are you trying to say?”

Dr. Dawson looked at the unconscious Marcus, at his
pale face and softly said,
“Do you know why Marc never wanted to tell Cornelia about his real identity?”



Jayden didn’t know the answer to this question. He always followed orders an
d

only listened to Marcus, He never asked about anything else. “1 shouldn’t gues
s his thoughts

“I've thought about it a lot...” Dr. Dawson paused, not continuing the topic. Sh
e looked at Marcus on the hospital bed and said softly, “Jayden, don’t worry.
Marc will be fine!! won’t let anything happen to him!”

When she said this, it seemed like she was comforting Jayden, but also comfo
rting herself.

Comelia waited from morning till noon, and then from noon till afternoon. The
sun was about to set and Jeremy still hadn’t replied.

Jeremy rarely initiated messages, but whenever she messaged him, even if h
e replied late, he always replied.

Why hadn’t he replied all day today? Had something happened to him?

Cornelia was filled with anxiety. She was doing handicrafts with the two granni
es, but her gaze would often land
on her phone. Whenever her phone vibrated, she would immediately pick it up

A new message But it was from Zack, not Jeremy Cornelia replied to
Zack, then put down her phone in disappointment.

Granny Luisa and Granny Rebecca exchanged glances, then Granny Rebecc
a said, Nelly, yJayden replied. 1 was in a hurry to drive to the hospital at that ti
me, | didn’t hear it clearly”

*Comelia Dr Dawson said her name and then got up to walk towards the inten
sive care unit. She looked through the transparent glass

at Marcus lying on the hospital bed. “Comelia is a good girl, but she may not b
e good for Marc. She might even harm him”.

Jayden seemed to understand but also seemed confused, “Are you saying Co
rnelia can’t stay by President Hartley’s side anymore?

Dr. Dawson
instinctively nodded and then quickly shook her head, “Cornelia is smart and |



oyal. She even saved Marc in the West Region. She’s a great
girl. If she was just Marc’s assistant it would be fine. But Cornelia is also Marc
s wife!”

J

ou’ve been anxious all day, are you waiting for a call from Jeremy?”

“Yes” Cornelia nodded, then suddenly had an idea and said “Grannies, you co
ntinue with the crafts, /’'m going out to fcall Jeremy.”
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She didn’t get a reply. Maybe he didn’t see it or it was a delay in the message
Cornelia figured if she gave him a call, he should hear it, right?

All she wanted was for him to be safe!

But, when she dialed Jeremy’s number, what came through the phone was a
cold, emotionless robotic voice, “The number you have dialed is currently swit
ched off, please try again later.”

He had turned off his phonel Why did he turn off his phone? A sense of uneas
e quickly spread through Cornelia’s heart.

She didn’t want to think the worst, so she
kept reassuring herself that Jeremy must be asleep and would reply to her me
ssage when he woke up

But such consolation was useless, the unease continued to spread, quickly re
aching every corner of her body, making her hand holding the phone tremble
slightly

*Nelly, why don’t you and me go for a walk
in the yard? Granny Rebecca had noticed Cornelia’s
anxiety all day, but since she didn’t say anything. Granny didn’t ask

“‘Sure” Cornelia quickly put away her phone and helped Granny walk towards t
he yard.



The yard was a sea of flowers. It was springtime, and all sorts of red, blue, an
d white flowers were in bloom, a sight that could lighten anyone’s mood.

Southern Peak was close to Riverton, but the housing prices were different. T
he best houses in Southern Peak were still cheaper than an average house in
Riverton. So, Cornelia didn’t think Jeremy’s house with a big yard in Southern
Peak was anything fancy.

After a while, Granny Rebecca finally asked. “Nelly, is something bothering yo
u?”

Cornelia didn’t want her grandma to worry, so she shook her head, “No.”

Granny Rebecca gently
tapped her forehead, “You can fool others, but not me. What’s troubling you?”

Seeing she couldn’t hide it, Cornelia confessed her worries, “/ messaged Jere
my this morning and he hasn’t replied. I tried calling him and his phone was of
f. I'm worried something happened Granny Jeremy’s okay, right? He won’t lea
ve me like my dad did, right? | won’t be unable to reach him ever again, right?

7

Cornelia had experienced abandonment too many times. Her mother left whe
n she was very young. Her father

died in a car accident when she was still naive. Her boyfriend left her during c
ollege.

So, when she didn’t get a reply from Jeremy, it made her very anxious.

Granny Rebecca understood and hugged Cornelia, “Nelly, Jay is overseas, an
d there’s a time difference. Maybe he just

turned off his phone to sleep when you messaged him. Or maybe he’s just ov
erslept because he’s tired. Don’t worry”

Cornelia rested her head on Granny’s shoulder. “Granny, that’s what /'ve been
telling myself. But I’'m scared I’'m scared something bad will happen to Jerem
y because of

me...”

Granny Rebecca felt a pang of pain hearing this, “Nelly, your parents‘ departur
e had nothing to do with you. You can’t blame yourself for everything. Got it?”



Cornelia murmured, “But if it wasn’t for protecting me, dad wouldn’t have...”
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Back in the day, people were always saying Cornelia was a bad omen claimin
g some fortune telling gibberish linking her parents‘ death to her fate

Hearing such nasty rumors, as a kid was like a lifelong shadow dangling over
her head. Even though Cornelia’s granny kept telling her not to listen to all tha
t trash talk, that Il had nothing to do with her, it was already too late

The hurtful words had already taken root deep in Cornelia’s heart, impossible t
o dig out

In a stern tone, Cornelia’s granny cut her off, “Cornelia, I've told you a million t
Imes not to listen to their baseless rumors. Why do you still take it to heart? Th
ey’re just saying things out of spite Got it?”

Cornelia, “But

Gently rubbing her head, Cornelia’s granny said, “If you want your father to
rest easy in Heaven, then you need to live your life well. As long as you’re hap
py, your father will be at peace”

“Alright, I'll live my life well” Cornelia knew the best way to pay respect was to
live a good life. However, she still blamed herself, still wondered if things woul
d’ve been different if she wasn't in the car that day

But there are no what-ifs in life.

Comelias granny was in poor health and couldn’t walk far. She sat down with
Cornelia, “So, how are things going between you and Jeremy?”

Both of them were constantly traveling for work, even unable to meet on Chris
tmas. They probably didn’t see each other often.



Every time she thought about it, Cornelia’s granny got worried, “Even the stro
ngest marriage can be strained by long—
distance. I'm afraid one day he’ll be swept off his feet by another woman”

Comelia was quite confident about this, “Granny, you don’t have to worry Jere
my is a faithful man. If he was the type to be swayed, it’d be a matter of time.
Better sooner than later, right?”

Poking Cornelia’s forehead, her granny asked. “Tell me honestly, did you two
have a fight? Is that why he’s ignoring your texts and calls?”

Leaning on her granny’s shoulder, Cornelia said,
‘Granny, we’re good. | went to Woodpine yesterday and bought him a new out
fit. He loved it.”

Granny, “Are you sure there’s no problem?

Cornelia answered seriously, “Granny, when | promised to marry Jeremy, | wa
s prepared to spend a lifetime with him Despite

the bumps along the way, we’ve sorted them out. After sorting them out, | saw
his sincerity and understood some things myself. | believe he’s a reliable part
ner and | want to spend the rest of my life with him.”

Hearing this, Cornelia’s granny was delighted, “Married life isn’t always a bed
of roses. The most important thing is to have shared values, understanding, s
upport, and to live comfortably together”

Cornelia couldn’t agree more. “How did you and grandpa meet?”

Granny Rebecca sighed, “Just like you two, we were introduced by our parent
s and then we got together”

Laughing, Cornelia said, “If we use today’s
lingo, you and grandpa had a ‘whirlwind wedding”

Granny Rebecca replied, “You dare to tease me. | want to ask you, have you
and Jay thought about when to have kids?”

Guess there was no avoiding the kid talk after all.
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Granny Rebecca asked “Are

you guys thinking of putting off having kids for a while, or are you planning to
be like those couples who choose not to have kids at all?” “Granny | do plan to
have kids, just not right now | want to wait a few more years, until my career i
s more stable and we’re in a better financial situation. | don’t want my kid to be
at a disadvantage Cornelia wasn’t one of those women who chose not to hav
e kids. She actually liked children.

She’d just bought a house and her career was on the upswing. If she had a ki
d now, she

wouldn’t be able to go on business trips with Marcus like she used to, which w
ould definitely mean quitting her job.

She’d fought tooth and nail to get her job as the personal assistant to the presi
dent of the Hartley Group. She didn’t want to quit because of a baby.

Granny Rebecca said, “This is the perfect age for you guys to have kids. If yo
u wait a few more years, you might be in a better financial situation, but you’ll
also be of advanced maternal age, which carries risks.”

Cornelia’s eyes went wide. “Granny, I’'m still young! How did | suddenly age a
decade or more? You know how sensitive girls are about their age. You can’t |
ust make me sound old.”

Granny Rebecca laughed out loud at Cornelia’s dramatic reaction. “Of course.
In my eyes, you’ll always be a child. Even when you’re an old lady, you’ll still

be a child” “No matter what, | feel like /’'ve been wronged. You owe me a pres
ent,” Cornelia said.

Granny Rebecca immediately pulled cash from her pocket. Tve had your Chri
stmas gifts ready for a while. I've been waiting for you to come get them. Take
Jay’s too.” Granny Rebecca had

been giving her cash every Christmas for years.

“Granny. I'm sorry!” Cornelia said.

Even when Cornelia hadn’t gone home to Rosenberg for Christmas, Granny R
ebecca’s gifts had always been there. They’d always been sent through a ban



k transfer This year, Granny Rebecca had come to Riverton for Christmas. Sh
e must’ve been hoping to spend the holiday with Cornelia, so she’d prepared
cash ahead of time. But Comella had gone abroad.

Comelia could hardly imagine how Granny Rebecca had spent the past few m
onths. She must’'ve missed Comelia terribly.

“Why are you suddenly apologizing?” Granny Rebecca asked.

“I've been busy with work and left you alone at Southern
Peak for Christmas. Granny, | won’t leave you alone for Christmas ever again,
” Cornelia said, hugging Granny Rebecca tight.

“ was alone? | had plenty of company. Your Granny Luisa was there, and a lo
t of people | didn’t know. It was lively”

The
most important part of Christmas is being with family. No matter how many pe
ople are there, it’s not as meaningful as being with family.

I've finished renovating my house in Riverton Wait one more month, and /’ll bri
ng you to live with me in Riverton, Cornelia said.

“Alright Granny Rebecca agreed, but she didn’t dare get her hopes up. Her he
alth was deteriorating rapidly, and she didn’t know how much longer she could
hang on. “Nelly.

‘Hmm?” Cornelia asked.

“‘When Jeremy comes back, come to Southern Peak to see me. | haven’t seen
him in a while. | have a lot | want to tell him.” Granny Rebecca was worried th
at if she didn’t speak up soon, she might never get the chance.

Cornelia answered, “Jeremy will be back in Riverton by early next month at th
e latest. Before our second wedding anniversary, I’ll bring him to Southern Pe
ak to see you” “Alright, it’s settled then. Granny Rebecca patted Cornelia’s ha
nd. “Your granny is waiting for us to go to dinner. Let’s go eat

Cornelia nodded.
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Dinner was usually prepared by the housemaids, but tonight. Granny Rebecca
was rolling up her sleeves and taking over the kitchen for Cornelia.

She’s whipping up two of Cornelia’s favorites Eggs Benedict and baked salmo
n.

Now, Comelia could cook these dishes too, but her culinary skills were nowhe
re near Granny Rebecca’s league.

Granny Rebecca’s Eggs Benedict were mouth wateringly delicious, with a perf
ect balance of rich and creamy. It’s the best Cornelia had ever tasted, and just
thinking about it got her drooling

And then there’s the baked salmon. Cornelia couldn’t put her finger on what G
ranny Rebecca’s secret technique was, but it always came out crispier and m
ore flavorful than when she tried to make it.

As Comelia helped out in the kitchen, she couldn’t help but ask, “Granny, are
you holding out on me? How come my dishes never taste as good as yours ev
en when | follow the same recipe?”

Granny Rebecca chuckled, “/t’s not just about the recipe, dear /t’s years of ex
perience Plus, you grew up on my cooking Those flavors are tied to your child
hood memories, so no matter when you eat it, it always tastes wonderful. If yo
u like it so much, | can make it for you every day.”

Comelia grinned, “Granny, you don’t have to cook for me Once my cooking ski
lls get better, /'ll be the one cooking for you. You just sit back and enjoy.”

“All right, ’'m looking forward to that,” Granny Rebecca said as she started coo
king “And remember, once you have your own kids, your cooking will become
the best thing they’ve ever tasted”

Just like that, Granny was back on the topic of kids. Before Comelia could eve
n figure out how to respond, Granny continued, “Nelly, once you have a child
of your own, you’ll see the world in a whole new light.”



“Granny, I've told you, I’'m going to wait a few years before having kids, Cornel
ia protested, pouting. “‘But when the time comes, | promise to give you a healt
hy grandson to cuddle

Granny Rebecca’s voice dropped to a whisper, “l just worry | won’t be around
to see that day.”

Cornelia’s heart clenched, “Granny, you can’t say things like that. The doctors
just told me all your health indicators are good. You're going to live a long life.

7

“Of course, I'll live a long life. | want to stick around for my Nelly as long as | ¢
an.” But even as she said it, Granny Rebecca knew her days are numbered D
espite following the doctor’s orders to a T, her health was deteriorating daily. It
’s not death she feared, but leaving her Nelly alone in the world.

She knew she’s Cornelia’s main pillar of support. If she were to pass away, C
ornelia would be devastated. That’s why she’s so eager for Cornelia to have a
child of her own.

She tried to keep her spirits up, followed her treatments, took her medications
on time, all in the hopes of living long enough to see Nelly have a child.

Once Cornelia had a child, her attention would have to be
divided. Perhaps if she were to pass away then, it wouldn’t hit Cornelia as har
d.

Granny Rebecca spoke up again, “Nelly, you and Jay are both so good lookin
g. Your child would be cuter than a Barbie doll. Have you thought about mayb
e having a child

Sooner?”

Cornelia’s grandmother had brought up the topic of children before, but never
with such urgency Today, she’s brought it up multiple times, both directly and i
ndirectly. “Granny, what’s gotten into you today?”
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Chapter 520

Granny Rebecca said, “What can | do? | just want to hold your baby Just pop
one out and we’ll help you take care of them. If you don’t trust us two old ladie
s to babysit your kid, we’ll hire a professional nanny No worries, we won't let y
our job suffer”

Cornelia patiently explained, “Granny it’s not that | don’t want to have kids, it’'s
just that | really can’t right now Having a baby can seriously impact a woman’s
career

*Sure, my company offers great benefits, but my job is special. | need to travel
with my boss frequently If | had a kid, | definitely couldn’t handle the high—
intensity workload i have now | worked really hard for this job, and | don’t want
to just give it up”

Granny Rebecca understood Cornelia’s concerns, but she believed that Corne
lia’s life should take precedence over work. “Nelly...”

Cornelia cut her off. “But Granny, don’t worry, I'll definitely have a baby in the
next few years.”

“A baby? Granny Luisa, who just walked to the kitchen door, got excited when
she heard the news, “Nelly, are you pregnant? Does Jeremy know?”

“Put down your work, stop working, and rest immediately Granny Luisa said e
xcitedly, not giving Cornelia and Jeremy a chance to speak. “Great, /'ve been
waiting for years to hold your baby”

“Granny | Cornelia felt embarrassed because she and Jeremy hadn’t done the
deed yet, so there’s no way she could be pregnant..

Granny Rebecca
cleared her throat to help Cornelia out, “Don’t get too excited, Nelly isn’t pregn
ant yet. | was just encouraging her to have a baby sooner”

“Not pregnant? Granny Luisa wasn’t eager to accept it, hoping for a positive
answer from Cornelia.

“Granny, Im not pregnant” Cornelia didn’t want to disappoint Granny Luisa, bu
t she really wasn’t pregnant, and lying would only make Granny Luisa more up
set later. Granny Luisa “That’s okay, you guys are still young Nowadays, youn



g people tend to have kids later. If you guys want to enjoy a few more years of
couplehood

before having a kid, we can understand Even though Granny Luisa said it was
okay, her eyes lost their sparkle.

The two grannies knew that young people nowadays tend to have kids later, a
nd even more and more are choosing not to have kids, Although they knew thi
s, they didn’t agree with it. They, the older generation, had conservative views
, believing that you should have kids once you’re married.

Seeing the two grannies trying to smile, Cornelia felt really bad and suddenly f
elt a lot of pressure. She understood their feelings, but she also had her own li
fe plans. She wanted to work for a few more years, and after accumulating so
me financial stability, then consider having a baby.

Of course, this was just her thoughts, she didn’t know what Jeremy thought.

Because of the baby issue, Cornelia didn’t eat much for dinner. After dinner, t
he two old ladies went to bed early. She had nothing to do, so she took out he
r phone and texted Jeremy, but still didn’t get a reply from him.

She tried calling him, but all she got was the cold robotic voice, “The number y
ou’ve dialed is switched off, please try again later.”
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