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: He couldn't linger, couldn't bear to confront himself.

After his departure, the atmosphere was heavy with defeat, eyes re
with despair. g
As the suppliers started to leave the hotel, they were intercepted by
Dennis.

==

He had been anticipating their exit.

His face burning with indignation, Dennis emphatically declared,
"Everyone, I've witnessed Kingland Group's cold-heartedness. They
may not need you, but we, Riley Group, welcome you! Agree to this
and you will become suppliers for the Riley Group!"

Hearing this, the suppliers, including the one who'd earlier vowed not
to supply, gathered around him.

He'd merely expressed his frustration earlier. They had to carry on
with their lives!
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‘Dennis' words acted as a spark, igniting their simmering resentm,e_.
" "No problem! Let's do this now! Since Kingland Group is ruthless, then
we won't hold back either!"

One by one, the suppliers broadcasted their statements on Facebook
levelling accusations that the counterfeit scandal was a deliber
orchestration by Kingland Group to exploit them! "

Among them, Nathaniel O'Callaghan was the only one reluctant to get

involved in the matter. He hesitated and refrained from commentlng
on it.

Seeing this, Dennis promptly drew him aside and persuaded him, "Mr. |
Norris specifically instructed me to offer you the best contract terms! |
Moreover, he's aware of your daughter's situation. Post about your
daughter's condition on the Internet, let the world know how Kingland |
Group treated you! In return, Mr. Norris will provide you with five*
hundred thousand dollars for her treatment!"
- 12:49 36.8%
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‘f"‘ Dennis' insiste_hce, he also posted Sylvia's medical records z
pictures of her in treatment.

This post was amplified by Clarence's hired individuals and rapl"
trended online! 1

The heartbreaking narrative resonated with the Internet users. §
A chorus of voices began to demand a boycott of Kingland Group.
Some even openly denounced Liam.

"The CEO of Kingland Group is truly monstrous!"

"Exactly, he stooped so low as to snatch away funds meant for a
child's treatment. He lacks basic human decency!"

Tears welled up in Nathaniel's eyes.

He implored Dennis, "When will the funds for my daughter's
treatment arrive? She's counting on it for her survival."
12:49 62.7% \
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a e genuine, and its management has integrity!"

"Who claimed Riley Group's app lacks promotions? Their shoppih_
festival is about to kick off. The discounts offered are far superior to
the previous ones!" 2

o

“I'm about to uninstall Funbuy and download Rileymart! We need
spread the word about such commendable software!" -

After investing only five hundred thousand dollars, the Riley Group
found itself basking in an overwhelmingly positive online reputation!
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res t, the tock price plummeted causing
ket value to plummet by a staggering one thlrd'

womed whisper escaped Julie's lips. "I fear Klngland Gro
bounce back this time around!"

. She chastised herself, for failing to deliver the list to Liam in time. :‘-‘

Had she acted sooner, he could've handled the suppliers on Claren e's
payroll perfectly. :

Kingland Group wouldn't be on this slippery slope then. k.
"5

ki uﬂ
%

Thoughts of abandoning everything in Salem and fleeing with I.lam |
hovered in her mind.

They could retreat to a secluded haven and live out their days in
tranquility.

However, she was under no illusion.
She knew Liam was not one to run from adversity.

"Liam, I pray you pull off yet another miracle, rescuing Kingland Group

12:49 0.0% \ : - 71%
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Juster of employees confronted Liam in his ofﬁce "Mr. Ho ' 13
ere any truth to these online alleganns? Have you truly com
se wrongdoings?" :

:f;i e

1.1am s face darkened. The fact that even his own people were Io
 faith was a severe blow, let alone those outside the group's conﬁne

After a sobering silence, he finally retorted, "I'm glad you've com
f ‘question me. It demonstrates your principled, moral nature. Howev ve
the Internet rumors are baseless. I assure you, my actions have always

been for the good of Kingland Group and have sat right with my
conscience!" «

At the scene, Vivian's worry spiked.

The man she secretly loved had become the target of public criticism.

She leapt to Liam's defense, berating the employees, "Complete fools! »_f'
It's clear Mr. Hoffman has been set up. Can't you see that? Instead of
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It was then that comprehension dawned on Aikin. He querie
anxiously, "Mr. Hoffman, are you implying you've identified
traitor?" :

. Liam responded with a nod.

He declared calmly, "Recent events have led us to a likely suspect. This
individual has the authority to inspect the trucks and maintains
communication with the suppliers. Not only that, but he has also

manipulated the suppliers into paying penalty fees without telling me.
Could there be another person capable of all this?"

Aikin gasped, disbelief coloring his voice. "Are you suggesting that Mr.
Richardson is the culprit? He's been with Kingland Group since it was
established in Ninverton! How could he commit such treachery?"

04:58 0.0% \ _ ) 96%
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‘He was aware of the online comments abouf Liam. In the face
- slander, Liam managed to maintain his cool. He dissected each
 rationally. He deserved to be a part of the Hoffman family!
In the Cortez family's house.
g,Clarence arrived for a late-night visit.
He sought out Julie with a malicious intent and hypocritically sald,‘,-,

"Julie, your birthday is coming up tomorrow. I've come specifically t04
see you."

He then produced a necklace from his pocket, extending it towards
Juhe “

"Allow me to assist you in putting it on."

04.58




r chance for complete physu':al-
t you wish to know afterwards!"

_‘PSuddenly, Julie was met with a harsh slap to her face.

B S

Clarence scolded, "Stop pretending, you deceitful woman. I kno
ﬁapproached me because of that loser, Liam!"

Julie's eyes widened, and she retreated several steps.
She was astounded that her secret had been discovered!

Realizing there was no turning back, Julie steeled herself and admltted ;
the truth.

"Yes, I used you for Liam's sake. So what? You're insignificant
compared to him! Did you actually believe I had feelings for you? The ‘
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i After uttering those words, Clarence departed with a hngenng sh
" leaving Julie in a state of despair.

' She wanted to commit suicide at the thought that her chastity Wof' 1d
be defiled by Clarence. -

Yet his warnings resonated within her, gnawing at her resolve.

"Clarence, you've driven me to the corner!

she cried out, a grim
resolve hardening her features. |

The next morning, invitations were distributed at Clarence's behest to
Salem's elite, inviting them to celebrate Julie's birthday that evening.

Simultaneously, the Riley Group hosted a shopping fest.

04:58 0.0% \ : =) 96%

This torment, more agonizing than death itself, ceaselessly poked at
her sensibilities. X




gustine wouldn't have double-crossed the Kingland Group ur
1ven to desperation.

Liam knew he needed to act quickly.

With a steely glint in his eyes, he questioned, "Can you loc
Augustine's parents? Where are they held captive?"

Aikin nodded, then hesitantly added, "Yes, but scouring the entire c1ty
of Salem could take three to four days." |

Liam considered his options swiftly.
He’d received Clarence's invitation that morning.
Unquestionably, Clarence was plotting to degrade him at the party.

If Augustine's issue wasn't resolved, the party could present

04:58 36.1% . . ) 96%
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committed the location to memory and then awkwardly repor
bout the sick girl.

| "Mr. Hoffman, the young girl's conditioh severely deteriorated aft r
she heard of her father's 31tuat10n She's now in the emergency room.
I fear she may not pull through... 1

Liam was lost in thought.

After what seemed an etern'ity,, he asked ‘s‘lowly,, enunciating each
word, "Where is she?"

Aikin quickly revealed the location of the litﬂ,‘e;‘-girl;‘; he had found.

She was currently in the emergency room of Sacred Heart Hospital.

04:58 ' 100.0% " _ () 96%
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Nathaniel. Have faith. Sylvia will reéover.AAde nee
t her to a bigger hospital. We'll deal with the finances collec

ey were trying to console a distressed Nathaniel.

)

‘Suddenly, someone noticed Liam at a distance and exclaimed,
- on! Isn't that the CEO of Kingland Group? What brings him here?"

fOn hearing this, the suppliers quickly turned to verify.
When they recognized Liam, their pent-up frustrations burst forth. '
They hastily moved towards Liam, encircling him.

With accusations flying, they shouted, "Why are you here? Haven't you
caused enough suffering for Nathaniel's family already?"

"If not for you, Sylvia wouldn't be in the emergency room. You vile |
man, get out!" £
| 04:58
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tor emerged, his face soga‘(er.

"Who is the immediate family of the patient?"

Nathaniel quickly disentangled from Liam, stepped forwar
- anxiously asked, "I am. Is my daughter safe?"

,' The doctor sighed and frowned. "Brace yourself! Your daughter's heart
}‘was weak to begin with. The recent events have further deterio
i ‘her condition. Our hospital lacks the resources to perform a h

surgery. To the best of my knowledge, even the best hospital in Salen
would not promise more than a 30% success rate for such a procedure! g
Moreover, her current state prohibits any movement. She has only a
few hours left. You may go in and be with her."

After the doctor said that, his eyes moistened. Sylvia's resilience had
moved him.

Despite having witnessed countless deaths, he was still deeply
saddened to see the life of a vibrant young girl slipping away. i

04:58 33.7% \ ‘ 6%




- Even Liam, the "bad guy" in Sylvia's narrative, was profo
~ impacted by this. :

- He moved forward, intending to enter the room, but was stopp ‘
the other suppliers.

. "What do you think you're doing? Are you here to rob them of th
private moment?" ,
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"I can tell he has ulterior motives. He is full of hes aThe truth
_ wants to harm Sylvia."

"Get out of here before we make a move."

These people had made up their minds. So to them, any explan,
Wwas just an excuse.

But Liam, with a solemn look on his face, wanted to force his way in.

However, if he really wanted to provide treatment, he must not be
disturbed.

Liam was in a dilemma for a while. He stepped aside, thinking about a
solution.

At this moment, his phone rang. It was Aikin calling, so he answered it
at once. Aikin said from the other end of the line, "Mr. Hoffman, Mr.
04:59 0.0% v _ ) 96%
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had just received a call from Aikin, informing him that
1 been rescued. | |

S

' So he was so overwhelmed with guilt towards Kingland Gro
remorse in his heart had reached its peak.
F .
| “Mr. Hoffman, I'm so sorry. I have caused such great losses to
' company. But even so, you still helped me rescue my parents. I feel

guilty. I am willing to repay you for the rest of my life."

When Liam heard that, the resentment in his heart dissipated a lot.

After all, everything was Clarence's doings. ‘

o S 8l

Augustine was also just a victim.

Liam took a deep breath and said'calmly, "We'll discuss how to deal

14.2% \ | B 6%




- However, they still had doubts.

"

;&fter. all, they felt Augustine's words were not highly credible.
gi:hought he could possibly be bought off by Liam. |

But for the sake of Sylvia's life, they allowed him to enter th

emergency room. They also informed Nathaniel about the situation.
|
"What?" A surprised voice sounded in the emergency room. 5

Then Nathaniel hurried outside and carefully examined Liam once |
again.

What Liam previously said had become his last straw of hope, waiting |




become accustomed to the pain due to her illness.

‘.Her f_acﬁef was pale, Aand her voice sounded very weak when she
ngoctor, please treat me quickly.

My dad promised to take me to the amusement park once I'm
discharged."

Y 1
s I

5
okl

Such innocent joy from a child moved Liam deeply.

Lig i

He’gently touched Sylvia's head and said softly, "That sounds perfect. I |
will do my best to treat you. But remember to take care of your health
and not let your dad worry anymore, okay?"

04:59 ' 42.2% '
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murmured throu'gh clenched teeth, _f'C-lé’?gt,_,yﬁ
tle girl like her for your schemes. You deserve to die."

P

Liam took a deep breath to calm himself down. Then he gen
' Sylvia's hand and began his diagnosis.
_&;.

ﬁD.ue to severe malnutrition, her bones became clearly visible.

Soon, Liam finally understood Sylvia's condition.
She had severe heart failure.

And the most critical situation was the internal bleeding in her atrium.

This was the root cause of her heart failure.

When Liam finished his careful énalysis, his forehead was already

i
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i bleedlng in the atrium." :

The lack of equipment made it difficult for Liam to perform th
surgery.

 If he couldn't monitor the heart's condition in real-time through
equipment, he would have to rely on his observation.

= |
b
%

After he gave Sylvia an anésfhetic, her body suddenly experienced
cardiac arrhythmia. ’

If it was left unchecked, she wouldn't survive until the heart
transplant.

Liam took a deep breath and sped up the surgery. He first used the
defibrillator to precisely resuscitate Sylvia's heart.

04:59 70.6% \ . =) 95%
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ery step required absolute precision.

~ Liam felt the intense pressure, making his forehead covered in a

I
!

- of sweat.

' He tried to keep his hand as steady as possible, lowered the scal
and began the incision. |

The scalpel pierced through Sylvia's thin flesh and bone until it we'n-t{f_s,;
deeper. fis e

From a lateral angle, a small crack could be seen on the wall of the
atrium.

Liam followed his strategy to cut open the flesh on the opposite side of
the crack and began the repair process.

After a long time, the incision was finally stitched up. Liam's hand had
04:59 84.2% \ _ ) 95%
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gln a thorough checkup of Sylvia.

" The final outcome was astonishing Sylvia was rescued!

e

P

l The doctor's visage was frozen, his lips wembling as he mut
*This is simply a miracle! This young girl gets a second chance at Iif

Bang!

Nathaniel fell to his knees before Liam, tears cascading down hll
cheeks, and professed, “Mr. Hoffman, I'm eternally grateful! | won't
forget your generosity as long as | live!'

i e o e

He'd held prior resentments against Liam

0459




une, not to met tion the endless pit of aftercare expenses.
bear it. I've thought about it, but I'm helpless."

I

' His genuine words reflected a middle-aged man's struggle.

Several suppliers were aware of Nathaniel's family predicament, b
they too were incapable of providing any significant help. 3

oo |
Liam paused to think, then resolved to aid this small family in

surmounting their trials.

He addressed the crowd, declaring, "Sylvia is a child who has endured
too much. At all costs, we should ensure she leads a comfortable life.
If you can assist me with one task, I will pay two million dollars for
Sylvia's heart transplant surgery!"

Upon hearing this, Nathaniel promptly stepped forth, gripping Liam's
hand tightly, and earnestly queried, "Is it for real? Mr. Hoffman, 1if you
can save my child, I wouldn't hesitate to give my life for you!"

Other suppliers, though they didn't possess Nathaniel's bravery to
04:59 30.1% . ; =) 95%
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an, we'd still be in the dark, mampulated by Clarenc
're aware, even if you hadn't aslged we'd have stood up!"

_.»

' "We're also ready to unveil the truth!"

' The suppliers concurred.

Liam scanned the crowd and smiled. He could hardly wait to witness

e
Clarence's reaction when he was called out by everyone. It was gomgi
to be a sight to see!
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and shield L

ddenly, Clarence appeared from the shadows.

—
R —

" A vile smirk was etched on his face, and he taunted her, "You
. are you all dressed up for the big party?" :

As Julie caught sight of her target, a wave of fear swept Julie, causing
her to retreat several steps. :

Clarence's smirk intensified. He closed the gap between them. "What?
Now you even don't dare to speak when you see me? Don't worry.
Once Liam's out of the picture, you'll still be my little plaything.
Loosen up." :

05:00
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too late to completely dodge her, resul
i ) ‘m "‘_,'.;__ 1

¥

wl of agony split the air.

' Clarence clutched his side, his gaze deadly.

r

Regaining his composure, he retaliated with a savage kick to Julie‘s’ﬂf
belly. T |

A metallic clatter echoed around them!
The knife fell to the floor.

bverwhelmed, Julie crumpled to the floor, defenseless.
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n t have st

his suppliers, and hefwouldn t‘;‘have launch
suganon. He Wouldn t have gone as .ifar‘ﬁﬁﬁ's shanng a

T a while longer if you hadn't taken those actions!"

" What?
W

Julie's pupils contracted in disbelief. The realization struck hard. It w
her who made this plan carried out and put Kingland Group on the |
verge of destruction?

She had been kept in the dark all along, used as a pawn by those evil
people.

The weight of betrayal and reaIization settled heavily upon her.

Tears of warmth fell onto her fingertips, gently embracing her sorrow.
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‘was facing, was thanks to the woman he loved, Julie
“Another guttural,‘aughter escap'ed Clarence's mouth as he walke
away. ' -

Meanwhile, Liam was leaving the hospital when he received an r
from Julie. ) %

e
Lo
e

He frowned as he read the email address. It was the same one.
His frown deepened after he read the content of the email.

The last email had triggered the counterfeits incident of the Kingland
Group. e

One thing was certain. Clarence was behind this email.
It was not sent by Julie, as he had once thought.

Then again, the content of the email gave him a little hope. It read,

"Don't come to the birthday party. Clarence has intentions of hurting
you."

05:00 0.0% ‘ _ ==} 95%
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nly one being played. Cl v
'Oh, Clarence..." Liam clicked
iis breath, "You'll know how it feels soo

'

£ rusting his instincts, Liam kept his phone aside without replying to

f'the email.
There was no need to reply. Besides, he would worry ]}ﬂie if he did.
He was going to expose the truth tonight.

Clarence would meet his end.

Then, once everything was taken care of, he would give Julie a
beautiful surprise. @

It was decided. He was going to take her back to the Hoffman family in
the capital.

Just hearing that would be the best birthday gift for her.
The night came sooner than expected.

Clarence had worked really hard. The birthday party was probably the

05:00 19.9% ¢ ! =) 95%
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2 Noms everyone is talking about Rileymart. You see, I
ject now. Maybe we could discuss about cooperation.”

Clarence smiled polltely at all of them. "Don't flatter me, pleas
| aim is just to put the Riley Group back on track. Come in, please. I als
‘invited a very important guest. I will introduce you when he comes

later. Like you said, we can discuss about the cooperation later.”

The guests looked at each other, wondering who this important guest
was. A guest so important that the heir of the Norris family would talk
about him with so much respect.

Now, they were curious to see whoever it was.

The guests swarmed in and took their seats.

f ; =i 95%

[les . @) <

05:00 : 42.0%




elp but turn h

voided his gaze and acted as distant as she could.
"T}-lank you." Even her voice sounded distant.

Clarence sneered and draped his arm around Julie's waist, pulling
close to him before saying provocatively, "Isn't this Mr. Hoffman of the
Kingland Group? I'm surprised you have the mood to attend Julie's
birthday party. Maybe Kingland Group is not in as bad a place as I
thought it was. I guess it can still survive for a few more days."

"I don't know if Kingland Group will survive or not," Liam answered
casually. "But I know Rileymart will meet its end tonight. You should
focus more on taking care of yourself."
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He 'v;vas going to w'it for Clarence to reach the top, where he knew he
" was king, before throwing his own bullet and bringing the hateful man
~ down.

Kevin saw Liam and walked over to him with a glass of wine in hand.

He was quite delighted to see Liam. How could he not be? After the
humiliation Liam inflicted on him last time, he was finally going to
return the favour today.

With fake enthusiasm, he said, "Mr. Hoffman, it's been long since I
saw you. What do you think of my Royal Hotel this time? Not bad,
right? The fall of the Kingland Group has really helped the hotel. I
mean, we have more clients than we can handle. I know that there
was some bad energy between us after that little incident that
happened. I'm willing to let it go and extend a helping hand. The Von
Merri Hotel of the Kingland Group is run-down and must consume
more money than it brings in, if at all it does bring money in. I can buy
it at a low price. Just to help you out."

Colette wasn't far behind with her own proposal. "I was going to say
05:00 0.0% . : =) 95%
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- shifted. He stopped shaking his glass and asked coldiy, * AT
one who slapped Miss Greyson in Kingland Group?"

‘}al;ngs
i ““m'wi“'

and swollen.
"What the..."

Kevin was shocked. How could Liam do such a thing in public?

05:00 34.6% v




Clarence out of the picture.

The party soon began officially. e
Clarence walked to the centre of the stage with Julie on his arm.
His gaze zeroed in on Liam who was seated all alone in a corner. Then, '

he said loudly, "Liam, how can you sit there so comfortably when the
Kingland Group is on the verge of collapsing?"
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: ;; : _‘ya] Hotel domg? Don't they know their Job?"

¥

" 4

-

e mention offhis hotel, a smug Kevin said apologetically, "It's all |
- my fault. I should have made sure they didn't let that wild dog in."

Julie's face remained blank and expressionless throughout.

it {m'}”. o

It was a difficult pill to swallow. Watching the man she loved bei ﬁ,;‘
insulted and humiliated when he wasn't at fault. g

It got to a point where Julie couldn't take it anymore. She grabbed the
microphone abruptly and shouted into it, "Clarence is the one that
orchestrated the counterfeits incident of the Kingland Group. He
manipulated someone of the Kingland Group and framed Funbuy to
make it look like they sold counterfeits. He did this to ruin the
reputation of the Kingland Group. With the Kingland group out of the
way, Rileymart will win Funbuy's market."

The hall fell silent as she said this.

They were all looking at Julie in confusion and disbelief. How come Mr.

Norris' flancee was speaking for Liam? ‘
05:01 0.0% X s =} 95%
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she knelt down and begged me to forgive her. She Rrormsed '
do it again, and to make it up to me. Of course, out of the kind
my heart, I forgave her and gave her another chance."

he continued, "But clearly, she s

me me like this to protect him?"

- After a deliberate pause,
' Liam. Why else would she f;

The guests instantly sided with: Clarence. His story made more sense.
“Mr. Norris, such. a 'b1tch doesn't deserve to be your fiancee. I have a
daughter that is better than her."

"Mr. Norris, you really are generous to forgive her after she cheated on

"

you.

The guests all criticized Julie and ‘pralsed Clarence.
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When his plea WaShl’ln‘ethth silence, Kohen knew it was over.

He turned to Julié:l‘_élfiﬁi’“"é‘hbufeld\, "Look at what you've done! Get down
on- your knees and apologize to Mr. Norris! If you can't get his
forgiveness, then, I will break off the relationship with your family."

Yesenia looked up in alarm at this, feeling even more anxious now.
Today was meant to be a happy day w1thout any trouble. What
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] ugged hun Ughtly "I‘:‘wﬂl facﬂ_
1 I.et s go'“ she said over his shoulder I ’

can defeat the Kingland Group with these stories you keep making
or by playing some dirty tricks?"

The slap had been so sudden that Clarence took some time to recover
from the shock of it.

As soon as he came back to his senses, he shouted angrily, "How dare
you lay your hand on me? Neither of you will leave this hotel today.
Just you wait and see. You claim that I played dirty tricks. What
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- Better still, it would make Rileymart shine.

- Clarence quietly waited for Liam's response, enjoying his posit
ﬁijower.

"Alright then. Let's do that," Liam said with a confident smile on hi
face.

That was what Clarence hoped to hear, but it still surprised him that
Liam dared to expose the data of Funbuy.

It made no sense. Both Funbuy and the Kingland Group barely got
anything in, in the last few days.
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" He also told many other media outlets about it.

So while they were all in here, the truth of the counterfeits incident
the Kingland Group was spread everywhere on the Internet.

Public opinion started shifting very quickly too.
So yes, Liam was confident about the sales data of Funbuy.

Even if this one failed, he had other trump cards. He had nothing to
worry about.

Now that everything was prepared, they all just needed to wait for 12
o'clock to arrive. .

As-the time got closer, Clarence stepped onto the stage again and
announced, "If you all remember, I mentioned that an important guest
would be joining us. He is a new partner of Rileymart. You must want
to know why he personally came here. It is to officially announce that
he is going to cooperate with us. Everyone, he just arrived. I call on all
05:01 20.8% \ ‘ l =) 95%
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- Dressed in a refined casual suit, he had an intimating air at
- One that commanded respect.

Only someone that had known power for so long could hold himself 1
such a way. '

A beautiful woman followed behind him, holding a tray that housed i
the latest product of his company.

That new phone was set to be released soon.

"Could the new phone be the prbject Mr. Olsen and Rileymart are
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_continued, "The development of the e-commerce platforms
fast. They have créated a new mode for shopping. With that, we have
demded to do an excluswe launchmg of our new phone on an e‘
" commerce platform."

ER bty
B o K o e g
MR s sy i il

Everyone was shocked by this piece of news.

The hall became rowdy again.

"We may have underestimated the power of Rileymart. They were able
to easily reach an agreement with PeachByte. It seems that the Noms
family 1s ready to move to greater heights."

'T can't wait to cooperate with the Riley Group. I can already see
myself making a lot of money."

On stage, Clarence himself was shocked by this announcement.

Théy hadn't spoken about an exclusive launch when they negotiated
this deal.

He glanced at Liam again, silently gloating.
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he equipment was already in plaﬁg*.i
~ The reporters had their mics out, and the cameras were aimed at Otis.
< . e
Now, he just had to say it. 3
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ded mischievously, a glimmer of amusem

=g

ut we did sign a contract with Funbuy. I didn't make a mi
" he playfully replied.

ik

Clarence's face drained of color. It suddenly hit him that he had be
decelved.

He shifted his gaze to Liam, who wore a wicked grin on his face.
Clarence could remember their negotiation process.

Otis took the initiative to reach out to him and said he would like to
attend the birthday party, where he would announce an cooperation
about the new product of his company.
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' As Liam finished speaking, Nathaniel, the other suppliers,

Augustine who were seated in the midst of the crowd, all surg
toward the stage.

Clarence's heart sank as he saw this. He then quickly asked, "What do
you intend to do?" ‘

The group remained silent. Smirks adorned their faces, as they took
hold of the microphone. :
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e audience exploded into chaos.

B

 No one had anticipated the truth of the scandal surrounding

- Group.

| _Besides; Otis had taken Liam's side.

¢
This tipped the scales of public opinion in his favor.
"I never thought Rileymart Crould be so shameless!"

"They've committed so many despicable acts!"

Whispers and criticisms rippled through the crowd, growing louder by
the second.

Suddenly, cries of astonishment echoed among the guests.
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‘innocent all alon
erified as genuine. How dare

."I should have never blamed the innocent app. The Riley Group has
crossed all limits. They deserve to go bankrupt!"

"We must boycott Rileymart's products!"
Seeing this, Clarence felt a surge of panic.
The situation had spun out of control at an alarming speed.

Just then, Dennis stormed onto the stage in a frenzy, his voice filled
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The actions of the Riley Group had swift consequences. Countless paid

" Internet users popped up on Facebook, rallying against the injusticef
~ inflicted upon Rileymart. They hinted at the Kingland Group's shadyi
bribery efforts that screwed Rileymart over.

Gradually, public opinion calmed down a bit. The whole incident le
some folks unsure about what was true and not true. 9

While many continued to criticize, Rileymart managed to scrape by
somehow.

Otis said to Clarence playfully, "So, is this why you are confident my
PeachByte will cooperate with Rileymart?"

Clarence's face flushed, and he struggled to keep his temper in check.

But the truth was, the man in front of him happened to be the big shot
leading a clan worth trillions of dollars. No matter what went down, if
a brawl broke out between them Clarence would definitely end up
taking some serious blows.
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Excitement filled the air as the guests anxiously stared at the nu
on both sides, holding their breath in anticipation of the final outco

In a matter of minutes, the gap between Funbuy and Rileymart |
widened at an alarrni'ng_ pace; with L:Fu'nbuly's sales figures comfortably
surpassing those of Rileymart.

The margin continued to grow rapidly, causing Clarence to enter a
state of disbelief.

"No way! This can't be happening! Funbuy must be fabricating fake
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ctory undou *'tedly belonged to Funbuy.

‘With the verdict now sealed, a mischievous smile crept onto the
" corners of Otis's mouth as he couldn't resist taunting Clarence again.
~ "Looks like my judgment was spot-on."

When Clarence heard those words, his expression turned fierce,
he clenched his fists tightly as wild thoughts raced through his mind.

Just then, Dennis hastily made his way back to the stage.

He approached Clarence and leaned in to whisper urgently, "Mr. Norris,
I have some bad news! The police received a tip-off and they're
planning to investigate you! They suspect you of intentional abduction!

n

What?

So, this whole ordeal had been meticulouély planned right from the
beginning!
Only now did Clarence fully grasb the extent to which he had been
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hen, he said as arrogantly as he normally would, "I did warn

~pay for this, didn't I? Well, none of you will leave this plac

Eehind him, Clarence heard the door of the hall open.
Emerson and the Dragon Gang weren't supposed to come in so soon.
He turned, expecting to see them, but was shocked by what he saw.
Those were definitely not the Dragon Gang.

It was the police.

They walked in, and unto the stage until they stopped in front of the
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, he had to bel __evés it. It was happening.

arence's face turned red with anger. "How did you do your job? Do
- you know who I am? How dare you arrest me based on a mere rumour? [
g I‘m the heir of the Norris family in the capital. You can't arrest me
~ without any evidence. Or I'll sue you and make sure you lose your Job!,,{

Seeing that Clarence wasn't going to cooperate, the officer lost hls
polite attitude and said coldly, "The people you had kidnapped are
presently in the police station and have testified against you. Now,
cooperate with us, or we will charge you for resisting and for being
obstructive to the law."

Clarence's face paled at this.

He realized that having the government against him wasn't the best
way to go, so he went with the police.

As Clarence left with the police, the hall erﬁpted into chaos.

"What the hell is happening? How can he be arrested at his own
party?"
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Douglass went on to explain his plan. At the end of it, Emers

ad relaxed back into a beautiful smile.
- "You're smart, much to my surprise," Emerson said and added,ﬁ
ﬁo just that. Kill Liam, and you'll be heavily rewarded."

Douglass nodded excitedly. "Thank you, Mr. Davies. I'll lead the tea
to besiege Liam now."

Back in the Royal Hotel, the hall was almost empty.

Julie's mother, Yesenia, was complaining while Kohen left angrily.

She looked at her daughter and scolded, "Do you see what you've done?
I told you to avoid this loser of a man. Come on, let's go back home."
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hnd shouted, "He must have done : é
_ You will either listen to me and leave hhn or 1

ith you."

> pe ointed at Jul
J_But I don't care
severe all ties ¥

- I

A ' F4 :
" Julie's heart started beating faster. What was she going to do now?
" Should she choose the man she loved or her mother? .

Neither of those options sat right with her. She wanted both of them.

Suddenly, she felt a sharp pain in her head and screamed, "Ah!"

She stooped down in pain and held her head. She felt as if it was going
to explode.

Liam helped her up quickly, looking at her with concern and love in
his eyes. "Julie, we can leave Salem and never come back. We can go
to someplace else where we will be happy together. No matter where
we are, trust me, 1'll always make you happy."

His words pulled Julie in and touched her heart.

Then, " all her memories with Liam, the ones she had forgotten

suddenly flooded her mind.

05:03 56.5% '




determination in her voice couldn't be missed.

_In anger, Yesenia shouted, "If you want to leave, then leave. Hurry up! |
- Why are you still here? It's my fault for bringing up an ungrateful arse;
" like you. How can you abandon your mother for a poor boy like him? I
only want the best for you. I want you to have a good life. That's why I
chose Mr. Norris for you. I did it for you, and you think it's for myself
You can go. I'll be fine without you! From now on, I will consider that I
have no daughter." 2

: -#A

LA

From the corner of her eyes, Yesenia observed Julie to see her reaction.
This was the only card she had.

She really hoped that it worked. It always did.
This time though, Julie didn't let her mother's acting fool her.

Now that she had fully recovered her memory, she realized how much
she had missed Liam.

She never wanted to feel that way again. She didn't want to spend one
more day away from him. :
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~ will witness our love."

7

Julie was so overwhelmed by her emotions that she couldn't eve
manage to say a word. 7

Silently, she leaned in and touched her red lips to Liam's, their heart
beats merging into one.

They kissed each other passionately for long, enjoying each other's
warmth and refusing to part.

It was only when they started running out of breath that they broke
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