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Géi)ﬂelle was anxious. Several horrible
scenarios ran through hear head. What if
Holly was caught by some human
traffickers? What if they forced her into
prostitution? Or worse, what if they
harvested her organs for money?

It's not so uncommon after all. Every
year, 2 million people go missing, most
of them children and beautiful girls like
Holly.

Even if she didn't stumble upon shady
businesses, a person with evil intentions
could easily take her away.

What was more, she disappeared from a
small town in the middle of nowhere. It
wouldn't be so easy to find who could've
kidnapped her. These scary thoughts
made Gabrielle's head spin.

She and Holly didn't get along very well,
but her disappearance would be the talk
of the century.

‘What if something bad happened to




et 183ASelfsh Trck
abrielle asked, turning to Westley,

's look for Holly first, She's still
injured. She couldn't have gotten too far.
" Westley quietly épul%. *

| | 1
He wondered why Holly would go out
with while nursing an injury.

Did someone really snatch her?

He didn't take Holly to be so stupid to go
with a stranger.

‘I'm afraid that she might've asked
someone for a lift. There aren't much
CCTVs in this countryside. Catching her
on video would have been difficult. Let's
look for her together," Gabrielle offered.
She didn't hate Holly enough to just
leave her alone.

‘T'want to help you, too." Mia raised her
hand. Holly was a huge annoyance, and
she really didn't want to look for her at
all. In her mind, she wished that Holly
would disappear and not ever come back.
But Gabrielle offered to help look for her.
and Mia couldn't just act like she was
narrow-minded.

"No. Just stay at home. It would be
troublesome for us if anything happens




One missing girl wgs a]Ieadw,.r a prublem

" understand." Gahn llef looked at Mia
thén at Westley. "Please bring her back.
If you get lany new clues, tell us as soon
as possi—hold on." :

! Gabrielle's eyes lit:-'ﬂp. "Is Holly familiar
with this town?"

"Kind of. She's been here several times.
What do you want to ask?" Westley
answered, getting ready to go.

“No, you can go now. We'll wait for you
here." Gabrielle stopped herself, but
there was a suspicion growing in her
chest.

The three men went out, leaving
Gabrielle, Mia, and Miley at home. They
sat on the sofa in the living room,
looking worried.

'Grandma, don't worry. Holly will come
back. They'll find her for sure." Gabrielle
brushing the old woman's arm to assure
her.

[t would be bad for heart if she worried




know, Gabrielle, but..." E],rs voice

tremhled 'If snmeﬂnng bad happens to

Hnll]r, I would never be able to face the

d ards family * 'The old woman
ed hqrself y |

"Grandma] it's not your fault! Holly's an
adult. She went out of the room by
“herself” Mia suspected that Holly
planned on leaving without saying
anything to attract everyone's attention.

®
[t didn't make sense for an injured
person to leave without even a
cellphone. The most rational thing to do
Wwas stay at home,

She knew how shady people could be.
out Holly wasn't far off from it. That girl
always seemed to harbor bad intentions.

"We can't say that for sure." Miley was
very particular about the conflicts
between the families involved. If
something happened to the younger
generation, it would bring out a lot of
past 1551es,

What was more, it would further strain
the Collins's and the Edwards's
relationship with each other. Helena died
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use of Westley If snmethlng terrible
happen ed 10 Hol];behm time, Miley would
truly be unable to hand]e it. @

"Grandma, please I Ttrst Gabrielle
said, pulling her n:arel‘ull],t The old
wcfmans melanchuhc expression made

her sad asmrell
I

Let's get yuu to your mnrn I'll call you
when we get any news"

"Okay..." Miley nodded. She was really
tired from the series of horrible things
happening around,

Gabrielle stood up and took her hand.
“Thank you." Miley gave a small smile.

‘Oh, right, Gabrielle. I've cooked the
noodles for you. They are in the kitchen
and it's good to eat now. You haven't
eaten the whole day, have you? You
must be starving,"

‘Mm, I'll eat them in a while." The young
woman smiled. "Let's go first." Gabrielle
was grateful. In truth, her stomach was
aching from hunger.

After taking her grandmother to the
bedroom, Gabrielle came back and sat
beside Mia.




It fishy? Holly must've
this on purpose," Mia aid, folding
her arms. "That aftention seeker! She
sure doesn't want to e ored. After all,
she wanted to go ﬁshfng with us, NS Mr.
Morris shot her down." Mia went on,
"She's so troublesome! Just becayse
things didn't go like she wanted, she's
burdening us with this " 4

"Although it seems ridiculous, I can't
deny the possibility." Gabrielle sighed
and Mia looked at her with wide eyes,

Holly was a known schemer. She
wouldn't do anything reckless,

Unless she planned on doing it perfectly.

Ifit's like that, thep there's nothing to
worry about." Gabrielle's lips turned up.
Holly won't put herself N such
dangerous position.

‘That's exactly what | think. The guys
Went into town to find her byt | think
she’s hiding somewhere cloge " Mia stuck
her nose in the air. "Hmp! I hate her go
much. When I find her, | wil] definitely
teach her a lesson!" Mia disliked
manipulative people with 3 passion, 4




;i
gone faﬁ:; herself,

But she might've' asked around for
someone to help her! Gabrielle sneered,
all the worry she had before melting
way. l '

P |

“Do you wi'ant to look for her?"

- Mia asked.J

‘Later. I'm famished." Gabrielle answered
coldly. She stood up and started walking
toward the kitchen, "Holly won't die so
easily anyway." @
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Gabrielle wen; ¢
that l:hen'-rE Were
the counter Sh

the kitchen and say
tWo bowls of Noodles gp

"Are yoy really i

noodles, Gabrie]le?

Even at this critica]

moment, she was
still in the mood

{0 eat the noodles.

dll

mpty stomach? I'm not that great. |
can't abandop my meal just because of
her, By the way, we both know how
‘ . She might just be Playing
let her Stay outside for ,




€. We'll go to look for her when we
are done Eating—ihemcdles.'ﬁa-ahe said
this, she stirred the noodles, and the
aroma was particMa’rJi viting,

"You know thig pla

atonce?" Mia was 3 little curious ang )

of a suddgn, she felt that Gabrielle was
shining,

"Well, I have g Way to find her. pop't
bother your head about that right now.
This is the scallion noodles cooked by
grandma. It's the most delicious noodleg
['ve ever tasted Ty it and see "
Gabrielle urged her o eat as she began to
8ulp down the food in her bow|,

Mia was a bit skeptical, but once she
tasted it, she fe]l in love with the noodles
rnght away. They finished their fooq in a
good mood.

'So tell me, Gabrielle, what are you going

1o do?" Mia asked her as she burped with
satisfaction,

‘Well, I plan to borrow 3 dog from our
neighbor." She had seep a shepherd dog
in their neighbor's house before anq felt
that using the dog in their search would
make their work 3 whole lot easier, s




_ ' is, Mia
she was Ng to do

llowed her out immedia’tel}n

They didn't know hoy 1,he relationship
between Miley and pey heighbors was,
and for thig reason, they stoog outside
the neighbors' yard uneasily,

"Woof, woof, woof , *

The shepherd dog barked loudly inside.
which got them scared.

"Don't bark, Black! Be polite" A boy
spoke in a bid to calm the dog.

At that moment, the dog stopped
barking. A boy of about twelve or
thirteen years old walked oyt of the

nner room ang looked at them in front
of the wooden door

‘Good day, sisters. What can I do for you?
Is Miley okay? Does she need any help?"
he asked them in a calm tone. The boy
¥as quite handsome ang was also very

polite. The way he Spoke showed that he
Was well brought up.

Wow! Yoy know who we are?" Gabrielle

exclaimed. She wag surprised and excited
at the same time.




You'in the y before |
W Miley's gﬂﬁgsons. 50 You shouylq
be their friends, What do you need me to

do for you?" he asiedﬁgﬁin. The boy wag
pnﬁte. 4 It

"Does this dog listen (o your every
command?" Gabrielle ggkeq him. As she

looked at the big shepherq dog, she was
a little afrajd of It.

"Yes. I was the one who raised hey Do
you want g borrow  Black for
Something?" The boy was Very smart. He
knew that she and Mig came here to

borrow Black 45 500n as he heard her ask
about the dog,

"Yes, I'd like to A friend of mine might
have lost her way in the mountain

behind, byt ghe didn't go with hey cell
phone. I'm Very worried about ey and |
thought that | could borrow Black o look
for her. Can you do that for ys? It will
also be better if you come with us. I wil]
give you 3 gift ag my gratitude to you,"

Gabrielle saig to him with g broad Smile
on her face




e I'm going." As soon as

said this, tha.hofranhﬂ Toom

soon came out with a rope holding
Black's neck.

"Thank you very mui handsome boy. |
apprer:late your very kind gesture."

"There's riln problem about that, sister.
My name is Tucker."

"Hello, Tucker! My name is Gabrielle."
"And I'm Mia."

The three of them, together with the dog
walked towards Miley's farmhouse. They
were afraid that the dog would disturb
Miley and because of that, Gabrielle went
into the room alone to take Holly's
phone and coat which were on the sofa.
Then she went outside with it and put
the coat in front of Black and made her
smell it.

"Woof, woof, woof.." As soon as Black
was done smelling it, she cried out
excitedly.

Gabrielle and Mia took a brief look at
each other and smiled broadly. Beyond a
shadow of a doubt, it was a correct and
practical way to have turned to Black for
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help. Everyone was worried sick that
Hnﬂy;} d have been kidnapped before,
and they had never thought that it was
Just a trick being played out by her, so
they had to hurmry to' look for her
somewhere else before she got hurt.

"Gabrielle, Mia! It seems Black should
know where your friend is," Tucker said
gleefully as he looked at them

‘Well, let Black bring us to find our
friend, We are afraid that something bad
might happen to her if she got lost for a
very long time," Gabnelle said with a
calm aura around her.

‘It seems that we are right, Gabrielle. |

believe that Holly hasn't gone far at all.

She might just be at the back of the
mountain, After all, that place is 50 big
that it won't be easy to find in the
mountain.” Mia hated this woman called
Holly even more. She felt that she would
be sensible enough not to cause such big
trouble. She would be bound to come
back by herself if there was heavy rain
today. 'l still don't understand why a
woman as learned as she is would
behave in such a foolish way, ' Mia
thought as she sucked her teeth angrily,




. ck's 1ead, the three of them

T

entered the Triowatfin from behind. The
forest had been well preserved without
excessive logging, ah&] T result of this,
there were man},r shes and dense
Iez’ves |

After the} had walked along a small
mountain road for about twenty minutes,
they saw & natural mountain lake. The
lake was not that big. It was only about
half as big as a playground.

"Woof, woof, woof.." Black barked
towards the opposite direction of the
lake,

The three of them stretched their eyes
and looked over. They saw a person
sitting on a rock right across the lake.

Well, wasn't that the Holly that they
were looking for?

It was obvious that the most dangerous
place was the safest place. This stupid
woman found such a suitable place to
play the trick of disappearing!

Since they had found her, Gabrielle had
to fulfill her wish. Everyone was worried
about her, and her grandmother was
about to be pissed off,




s worried
k al 5 W I‘ﬁ?ﬁitt-ing
on a big rock by the lakeside and
enjoying the scenery ﬂtlessl}'.
gcker. [ want to ask Black for a favor,
can I do that?"

"Sure, you can."

As soon as Black barked, Holly heard the
voice, but she didn't see anyone. Only
the mountain wind blew, which made
Holly feel a little uneasy all of a sudden.

Although she had been to this mountain
before, she was in the mountains and old
forests.

She felt cold after sitting here for a long
time, especially when she heard some
unknown sound that she could not
decipher.

At that moment, she felt some kind of
regret that she had come to the
mountain alone. 'What was [ even
thinking when I thought about this?
Hasn't Westley found out that I have
disappeared from the house? Or are they
still fishing by the river? How long would
| have to wait here before he comes to




ked herself endless

_m 1S mthaut'rgethng answers to

If they didn't go ahad uit:ll it was dark,
wmﬂd she sit here alane until it became

dark to0? '
“Woo... Woo..."

All of a sudden, she was awoken from
her reverie by a strange voice again. She
was so afraid about it that she was

trembling visibly.

Maybe it was the sound of the wind.
After all, the wind here was strong, so
the sound of it would be very loud.

It must be the mountain wind!

Holly, don't think too much about it. It's
nothing, ' she tried to calm herself.

"Woo..."

This voice was like a woman's low cry. It
did not sound like the mountain wind at
all, which made Holly scared again. She
looked around her and didn't see
anything sinister.

Is there now a ghost in the mountain?
But it's daytime now. It won't come out.'
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