Challenge

" As everyone passed through the blue curtain, they
entered a novel environment. 1
A sudden surge of gravitational force caught them off 1
guard, causing some to lose their footing and tumble

to the ground.

Liam's body quivered, his pre-existing imbalance now
exacerbated. He struggled to maintain his stability,

relying on his crutch for support.

Before him stood a colossal ring-shaped mountain.
According to Emmeline, it comprised twenty-eight
thousand and four hundred steps that needed to be

ascended to reach the summit.

The participants in this trial were not average

individuals. In the outside world, these steps might ‘3
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Liam's body quivered, his pre-existing imbalance now ’
exacerbated. He struggled to maintain his stability, -

relying on his crutch for support.

Before him stood a colossal ring-shaped mountain.
According to Emmeline, it comprised twenty-eight
thousand and four hundred steps that needed to be

ascended to reach the summit.

The participants in this trial were not average
individuals. In the outside world, these steps might
not be considered a significant hurdle, but the
heightened gravitational forces on this mountain

made it a formidable challenge.

Climbing the mountain was an arduous task for Liam

under his conditions.

The aloof girl who had initially convinced Liam to”f?.

leave now stood by his side. She observed

closely but refrained from speaking.
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hit'm{é passed, the rest of the group adjusted

~ began their ascent in succession.
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| Before long, the team naturally divided into three

groups or echelons. The first consisted of the aloof
girl, while Bryan led the second. Liam, still adapting to ﬁ'
the situation, found himself at the rear of the third
group.

While scaling the mountain, Bryan turned around and
taunted Liam, "Cripple, can you even make it up this
mountain? If not, spare yourself the embarrassment

and return home."

Liam chose to ignore Bryan's mockery. In these
conditions, maintaining a steady breathing rhythm
was paramount. Shouting like Bryan wouldn't get

anyone to the summit in this high-gravity environment.

Seeing Liam's lack of response, Bryan assumed it was

due to breathlessness caused by the gravity.

With a smug grin, Bryan continued, "You cripple, why
pretend to be strong here? Do you think you can :
with that crutch? Just stay here and watch me.

the top."
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C 'e‘rving this, Liam sneered snlently, thmkmg Bn ’f m
" was a foolish and hopeless individual. i

Unbeknownst to Bryan, if Liam chose to unleash his

full speed, he could easily have moved into the first

echelon. However, Liam didn't deem it necessary.

Liam understood that being at the forefront -

temporarily wouldn't achieve much. He believed that
only by reaching the mountain's summit could he

prove his abilities.

Furthermore, if he expended all his energy now, he
wouldn't have the strength to continue the climb

beyond the halfway point.

As everyone continued their ascent, the gravitational
pressure intensified, causing even the aloof girl at the
front to break a sweat. Many were gasping for breath

as if their feet were encumbered with lead.

At this juncture, only Liam's countenance began to

relax. It wasn't that he didn't notice the escalating

gravity, but he observed that, under this gravitational _.‘

pressure, his sense of |mbalance was gradually
dlsappearlng

Could it be that the gravnty |n thls place was
aldmg his balance‘? ST '







