i%‘;ompromise, harboring a deep énimos’i’ty*’t )
Liam.
As Liam faced trouble, she seized the opportUni_ty
mock him relentlessly. "See Asher? Do you really think -
you deserve to see him? Canyou even provide for him?'
Do you have a house or a car? What assets do you
have? What have you accomplished after leaving the
Hoffman family? Without them, you're nothing but a

failure!”

Liam reacted with disdain but chose not to engage.

He knew Yesenia's snobbish nature well enough.
Persisting, Yesenia continued tauntingly, "Why are ‘yc'>u
silent? You're just a failure. How dare you return ‘a‘,n_df",.'?

stay with Julie and Asher?"

With a cold sneer, Liam replied, ‘I can get any

of money | need. Asher is my so
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His words were true. With his current elevated status, |

- money was not a concern for him.

Yesenia's smile turned mocking and sarcastic as she
said, "Oh, do you still think you're the Hoffman family's
young master? You're just back to freeload off Julie.
I'll give you three thousand dollars. Take it and find a
rundown place to live. Don't bother my daughter and

Asher. You have no place here anymore."

Liam dismissed Yesenia; she was insignificant to him
now and posed no threat. If he wanted to teach her a

lesson, it would demand time and effort.

In the midst of this confrontation, Julie had gone to
get Asher. A few minutes later, she emerged from her
room, visibly worried. "Mother, where's Asher? Why

isn't he home?"

Flatly, Yesenia replied, "l forgot to mention. | sent him

to your uncle's house early today. You're supposed to
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concerned, go get him."

Preferring not to argue, Julie hurried to get hérlbhi‘(d‘.-:f

~ Among the array of villas, the residence belonging to
Julie's uncle was nestled within. To be precise, they
were the rightful owners of the entire set of terraced

villas.

Furrowing his brow, Liam contemplated the situation.
While he wasn't privy to the entire narrative, he could
infer the events unfolding. His inclination to reprimand
Yesenia lingered, yet he refrained from immediate

action. Instead, he chose to quietly trail behind Julie.

Following a stretch along the winding path, Julie
came to a halt before a lavishly adorned villa
positioned at the heart of the terraced villa complex.

She proceeded to knock on its door.

At that instant, she and Liam could hear the faint
sounds of two children from inside the villa, one of

them softly sobbing in a low voice. :







