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Back at New Dawn, Thea and the triplets got a room
on the top floor prepared for Misty. She was an Alpha,
and Alphas stayed on the top floor as guests. They
brought her bags up themselves.

“I need to make the rounds,” Thea said. “Do you want
to join me, or do you want to settle in?”

“1'11 join you. I can settle in tonight,"” Misty said. =
“We'll join you too,” Conri said.
“I figured,” Thea said.

“I can’t stay away from you," Conri said. He pulled
her into his arms.

U1 know," Thea said. She kissed him. “I like that about
vou,” she thought to him.

“I love hearing your thoughts,"” Conri thought.
“Me too,” Thea thought.

Kai cleared his throat, and Thea and Conri broke
apart. Alaric and Kai were standing in line for their
turns. She made her way down the line. =

“I love you,” she said to each one after a hot kiss.



Okay, more later. Let’s take care of business.”

Thea checked in on everyone and everything she'd
forgotten about since losing her memory. She made
sure everyone had what they needed. She hoped if she
got back into her old routines, she might start to feel
like her old self again. Last, she stopped by the
apothecary to ask him if he was comfortable sharing
his work with Blood Moon.

“We've endangered our ally,” Thea said. “I felt it was
only right that we do what we can.” She added in
mind link, “I understand if you want to keep things
proprietary. Let me know. I can tell them we could
supply them with it, whatever you think best.”

“You trust them?" Mr. Garrity said in mind link.
“Absolutely,” Thea said in mind link.
“I'd be delighted,” Mr. Garrity said out loud.

“Their apothecary will come tomorrow afternoon,”
Thea said.

After that, Thea and the triplets gathered the ex-
slaves to let them know that reading classes would
start tomorrow. They showed them where to go, told
them when to be there, and introduced them to the
teachers. Cassandra, Ophelia, and Arella latched onto
Thea.



“You know I expect all three of you to be in this class
tomorrow and to do your best,” Thea said to the girls.

“Yes, Luna,"” they said in unison.

“Learning to read will open the doors for everything
in your life. It's the most important thing I want you
to do right now. Will you remember how to get here?”

They nodded.
“Good. How are you?" Thea said.
“Good, Luna,” Arella said.

“You want to hang out with me, the Alphas, and my
friend, Misty, while we get some work done?”

The girls nodded, big smiles forming on their faces.

“Okay. We're going to go to the library. We need to do
some research. Will that bore you?"

They shook their heads.
“Okay," Thea said. “Come meet my friend."”

Ophelia gasped when she saw Misty. “Is she your
friend?” Ophelia said, pointing to Misty.

“Yes,"” Thea said. “What? Do you see something about
her?"



She nodded.
Thea held up a finger. “Don’t say anything.”

“Because you don’t want her to know about us?”
Ophelia said.

“No,” Thea said. “You can trust her. She’s good. It's
because we don't have to know every little thing, and
I want you to know that’s not the only thing you're
good for. If you think it's important, say something,
but otherwise, you don't have to. Ready?”

The girls nodded, and Thea took them over to Misty.

“Misty, meet Arella, Ophelia, and Cassandra. Girls,
meet Misty. She's the future Alpha of her pack, Blood
Moon."”

“Hi, Cassandra,” Misty said. “It's nice to meet you."”
She held out her hand to shake hers.

“It's nice to meet you, Alpha Misty,” Cassandra said,

shaking her hand.

Misty repeated the greeting with Arella. Then Misty
turned to Ophelia.

“Hi, Alpha Misty,"” Ophelia said, shaking Misty's hand
and looking deeply into her eyes, trying to see what
else she could see.



“Hi, Ophelia. I'm pleased to meet you,” Misty said.
“Your mate is very strong," Ophelia said.

“Mine?” Misty said.

“Yes, and kind.”

“I don't have a mate yet,"” Misty said.

“You can’t see her yet, and she can't see you. I don't
know why,"” Ophelia said. =

Misty looked at Thea and the triplets.
“They do this,” Kai said.

Misty raised her eyebrows.

“It takes some getting used to,” Alarie said.

“Thank you, Ophelia. I'm not old enough to find my
mate yet,” Misty said. “Maybe that's why we can’t see
each other yet."”

“ph," Ophelia said. “How old do you have to be?"
“Eighteen," Misty said.

Ophelia nodded, and they let go of each others’ hands.
Ophelia turned to Thea.

“It was important,” Ophelia said.



“I believe you,” Thea said.
“Is that everything you need to do today?” Conri said.

“I want to start reading the books my dad brought
home,"” Thea said.

“Research in the library?” Alaric said.
“Are any of you up to it?” Thea said.
“Of course, my love,” Alaric said.

“For you, darling, anything," Kai said.

“You knowI can't stand to be away from you, babe,”
Conri said.

“I'm up,” Misty said.

“Arella, Ophelia, and Cassandra want to hang with us.
Is that cool?” Thea said.

The triplets and Misty nodded. “Of course," they said.

“Anything anyone needs before we go to the library
for research?” Thea said.

“I brought some books from my pack library," Misty
said. “Let me go grab them."”

A few minutes later, the group was in the pack library.
Misty showed Thea the books she had brought. *



These are the books that mentioned goddess gifts,"”
Misty said. She put themn next to the books Thea's
father had brought back.

“You want to read with us?" Thea said.

“Absolutely,” Misty said. “I find this stuff
fascinating, and if it helps you, I'm in."

Everyone took a book and went to the couches.

The triplets couldn’t bear to be away from Thea. Their
marks were pulling them to her. With Misty and the
three girls in the library, they knew they had to wait
to get Thea naked, but they didn’t have to wait to
touch her.

Alaric sat down and pulled Thea onto his lap. Kai and
Conri sat on either side, put a hand on her, and
started reading.

Misty sat across from them in an accent chair with
one of the books Thea's father brought home. The
three girls sat on the floor at Thea's feet.

“When we learn how to read, we could help you with
this too, right?"” Cassandra said.

“Yes," Thea said. “Absolutely.”

“It’s important?” Cassandra said.



“Yes," Thea said.

“Okay,"” Conri said after a moment. “This book is
impossible to read. It's written in Old English or
something.”

Thea looked at it. “This book is almost five hundred
years old,” she said. “Switch me."”

Conri was happier with his new boolk.

When someone got to something about goddess
gifted, they went to the copier and copied the pages.
If it was new information, they told the group.

At some point, Thea felt a small shockwave in her
senses. Something had changed somewhere. She
wasn't sure what. It was scared. Confused. Hungry. It
was far away. Something about it felt familiar, but she
couldn't place it. She was aware of it, but it was faint.
She kept her senses open to see if she needed to do
anything with it later. s

Eventually, it was time for pack dinner. After that,
Thea sent the three girls to get ready for bed.

When Thea, the triplets, and Misty came to say
goodnight, the three girls were brushing each other's
hair. Thea was glad they were learning how to take
care of each other and themselves.



They smiled when they saw everyone. They brushed
Thea's and Misty's hair too.

“Your hair is so pretty and white,"” Arella said to
Misty.

“Thank you,"” Misty said.

They said goodnight, Misty went to her room, and
the triplets and Thea retired to theirs.

“Finally, we have you to ourselves,” Conri said.
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