)la cast a glance towards the doorway and a
f anger surged through her. i
f %'5

" "I'm going to have someone brick this doorway up in =
.~ a couple of days!" she declared, fuming with rage. =

| Rhett, who was engrossed in the newspaper,

. removed his glasses and peered over at the house |
next door. With a grin, he shared, "You know, I had |
a chat with a feng shui expert once who told me this

doorway brings good luck."

\
E:'E'.r"_Since when did you start believing in such things2"
iZola retorted and rolled her eyes. :

Il

ad
2t offered her a warm smile and explained,
T v.ember all the hard work we put into crea
orway? Let's just leave it be. No need to w
1 ‘

.-"




mhlch under the faint glow of streetlights, see 1
’: exceptlonally forlorn. R
f Lost in thought, Mandy's foot caught on somethin@
~ sending her tumbling towards the ground. =

| Locke, close behind, reacted swiftly, catching her in_,;
his arms. ‘

| Regaining her composure, Mandy realized their
| proximity was far too close for comfort. Her cheeks
\ flushed with embarrassment, and she hastily pushed
aherself away.

-

fazed, Locke advised, "Watch your step. The moss: g
can be quite slippery. I'll make sure it's cleaned




.‘,='§Aifweren't for the fear of Della causing trouﬁﬁ":
‘her family, Mandy would not have bothered visilf

)

- Locke shrugged nonchalantly. "What else? She ju
wanted to cause a scene before leaving."

As they walked beneath the dim lights, Mandy ¥

looked at him, puzzled by his casual criticism of his &
mother. 1

She recalled that before Locke had left, his
relationship with Della appeared quite amicable.
‘Despite his typically stoic demeanor, he had shown L
i&espect towards his parents. 1
i w
INoticing Mandy's gaze, Locke halted. The shadows |
nd them deepened as he took a deliberate step:
, narrowing the space between them. )

- Something on your mind?" Lo
2 hint of curiosity as he looke:
tone laced with an emgn‘:} ._




e "

“Stay away from me!" Mandy exclaimed, pushing »
k with determined force. She then hastened he

‘pace, moving swiftly ahead.




