Liam felt resigned.
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When he saw Laura's sad face, he wasn't sure how to b
break the news without making her feel even worse. It
was a tricky situation.

After considering it for a while, Liam decided to give
her a less-than-ideal explanation. He said, "l have a
wife and a kid. Theyre currently held by the Saint
Society, and | really can't focus on romance right now.
Laura, I'm the first guy you've met since leaving
Genesis Island, so it's natural you'd feel drawn to me.
Let's just pretend today never happened. Before you
know it, it'll be a distant memory."

Laura hesitated fora moment. Then, she asked, “"Liam,
do you have feelings for me, too?"

Liam wasn't expecting that question. Before he could
respond Laura stepped closer and, wnth a senous
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Witha deep sigh, Liam decided to tell a comforting |
He said, "Let's talk about this after | get my wife ba
If she's okay with it, then I'm in."

Liam knew Julie would never agree.

He remembered how intense her argument with
Shayla had been. It was clear she wasn't open to
sharing.

Laura didn't know this.

When she heard Liam's words, her frown disappeared,
replaced by a smile.

Feeling unusually confident, she said, "‘Don't worry. I'm
sure | can convince your wife!"

Liam had barely defused the situation when Leif's
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satellite phone next to them crackled to life, and they
heard a voice.

iam listened closely, recogn
ptain Rodney from Mount
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| Liam stayed calm, looked at Leif's map, and said
"Lotus Lake isn't far from here, and clearly, there's a
huge treasure. Let's go check it out!"




