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fﬁaﬁna, what are you dbi’hg‘ here?" MM
called out.

Marina was wearing a green custom Givenchy
dress with a whole set of Cartier pink d1amond
jewelry all over. Adding to that, she had '

delicate makeup on her face. She was busy

socializing with the other ladies.
Marco's brows furrowed.

Immediately Marina caught sight of Marco, she
answered timidly, "I've been grounded for a

while. Why can't I come to this party?"

Marco pulled Marina to a corner. "How did you

get the invitation?"

Only those with invitations were to be allowed
into the party. Marco had no recollec:ti_-‘()1_’_,1;-_.g(;jg‘,;_‘-:;I

sending any invitation to his family. G
,.r"::*
Wlth a pout, Marina sald "'Ke*e]y "“‘

m\utatlon It was a very




- was she able to have the money to buy these
| luxurious outfits? '

A trace of guilt flashed across Marina's face. She :j

quickly explained, "These are Keely's. I
borrowed them for the party."

Those were Keely's? Marco was skeptical about

it. The dress and jewelry Marina had on seemed
a bit familiar.

Marina feared Marco would press more as she
saw the change in his expression, so she

formulated a means of escape.

"I need to use the bathroom, Marco. Enjoy

yourself."

Marina then lifted up her dress and sklpped i

away, without waiting for Marco's response.
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Marina's jealousy filled to the brim. She forgot

"I thought I had mistaken you for someone éléé ,'
What thick skin you have, Loraine! How could
you show up here after that scandal? Shame on“v !
you!" |
Immediately Marina was done speaking, the

atmosphere in the room changed.

The amiable smile on Cayson vanished
immediately.

Marina, however, paid no attention to th

change in Cayson's expression, "As the ¢

~ and degrading? Haven't

‘ “‘”.
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to teach Marina ‘ahl'e son
‘:1" IHNL

pressed gently on hlS

Loraine then asked Manna calmly, What 1_
that I've done?"

Marina retorted haughtily, "You seduce men i

and you are without morals!”

"That's funny. I'm single, so I have the right to
choose who 1 want to be with. So what's the'_
problem? Let's be honest, I'm not in the wrong
here. So the phrase you used to describe me,
low and degrading, does not fit me at all. Don't

you agree?”

Loraine's smile was dehberate as sh
herself.

~ The crowd recolle




Marina shook i m anger and her face contort
rage.

She was clearly not as lucid as Loraine. Just as

she was about makmg a scene, A deep male | 1
voice cut in the next second.

"Marina, that's enough. Apologize to Loraine!"
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Marco emerged from the crowd, glaring
Manna coldly.

Marina's blood froze when she noticed him. |

She gritted her teeth and swallowed the
curse that had been on the tip of her
tongue. She forced a polite expression and

reluctantly said, "I'm sorry."

Saying those words felt like all the
strength was drained out of her. Marina

could feel the gazes on her, filled with

contempt.

' suggest you watch your manners next

time. I'll be forced to teach you a lesson if -

it happens again."”
Cayson didn't mince his
bothenng to spare Marco' s




She gritted her teeth and swallo
curse that had been on the tip of
- tongue. She forced a polite expression ar
reluctantly said, "I'm sorry." =

Saying those words felt like all
strength was drained out of her. Marina

could feel the gazes on her, filled with
contempt.

"I suggest you watch your manners next
time. I'll be forced to teach you a lesson if

it happens again.”

Cayson didn't mince his words, not
bothering to spare Marco's or Marina's

feelings.

Marina lowered her gaze to the floor to

her.

All eyes were on L

"




" altercation ended.

The attention of the crowd turned to
stage when Klein walked up, followed by

Rowan and his assistant, Hubert.

"Ladies and gentlemen, an inspection team
will be inspecting the smart city projectin
Vagow in the coming month. Please do
give them your cooperation and support

during their stay!"
All attention quickly shifted to Hubert.

News of the sex scandal had spread all

over the city.
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able to hide her incompetence to carry out -
this project if she didn't curry favor with
someone who could cover her ass?"
Marina didn't keep her voice down and

many people heard what she said.

Their faces morphed into expressions of

scorn as they agreed with her.

While they were thinking bad thoughts,
Klein was busy smiling as he introduced

d

Rowan to everyone.
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him and added, "And this is my ass
Hubert Vance."

- The crowd was dumbstruck.

How ironic! Their assumptions
wrong from the start.

The person they thought was the
mysterious government official was just a ‘

humble assistant.

The real person of importance was the
amazing forty-something-year-old man

addressing them with a stern expression.

"What?" Marina's eyes nearly bugged out
of her head.

It didn't take long for her to rethink things |
though.

Wasn't this even better?

It meant that Loraine had
barking up the wron




' Torres? It turns out Hubert is mefé
assistant. How sad for her!"

The people around Marina felt like D}’{ b
were watching a huge mystery unravel, =& ,!

Marina got more excited as she spoke. "T" m
pretty sure Loraine is behind the scandal. |
She probably wanted to use the ‘
opportunity to hype up their relationship

and get attention for herself."

"Are you serious? Wasn't Loraine an
advocate for the independence of women?

How could she be so shallow?"

"It shouldn't be that surprising though,' )

she probably hyped up her relajl,ue
w1th a senior ofﬁc1a1 becau' e shi *’ '




Rowan frowned and glared a
gossiping group.

"It seems that you are very curious about
the relationship I have with Loraine. Why

don't you all come up and share your".r

thoughts with everyone?"
The gossipers shriveled under Rowan's
gaze. They all stopped talking.

However, now that Rowan himself

mentioned it, everyone was curious about

his relationship with Loraine.




