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THE DINNER

"l am so happy, Maria." Finally, Sofia felt a little bit better after Jema's death.
She had been very depressed ever since she lost the only person, who had
been with her through everything.

While Sofia would play a nice and a docile mistress when they were in the
Moon Dew pack, it would be Jemma, who had done all the dirty work for her
behind the scene.

Being one of the mistresses of alpha Gallot was brutal, because the threat
was not coming from the alpha himself, but from the other mistress.
Therefore, Sofia was not unfamiliar with her situation and Iris right now. She
used to live like this. Thankfully, alpha Cane had no other mistress.

"l can see it in your face," Maria replied, she looked ecstatic too, though when
Sofia didn't look at her, she felt this doubt that started to creep in her heart
about the whole thing regarding Sofia.

Now, without Kaz, who put Sofia in the pedestal and tried to make her look
like the most important woman in the pack, because she had the alpha's first
baby and now lIris acted aloof with them and only interacted with a handful
people that close to her, everyone was in a weird mood.

"Of course, you will be able to see it in my face. | must be blushing so much
right now," Sofia giggled, as she let Maria to scrub her skin. She wanted to
look perfect tonight for alpha Cane.

Even though she didn't come to the dinner with the king, she looked forward to
what would happen after that.

Usually, around this hour, she would fall asleep, but she didn't think she would
even be able to sit still because of the excitement.

"Your father will see us, baby. | am sure, he will be elated to meet you for the
first time," Sofia said softly, as she caressed her baby in her stomach, who
was moving a few times, as if the baby could feel her excitement too.

Seeing this sight, Maria's eyes softened.



It was a beautiful picture after all to see how a mother loved their child.

Despite the music and the entertainment, one could tell that the king was not
happy with the party. This was not a party that was up to his standard at all,
after all, without women and endless alcohol, how could one say this was a
party? This was only a normal dinner with a boring music and wasted
performance.

Sir Elijah sat with Leon Dmitri, while alpha Dristan sat next to alpha Cane. It
was not sure, when he found a woman to accompany him, but right now there
was a young woman, who just arrived this morning and told them she was
alpha Dristan's new mistress from the Riverside pack.

It seemed, aside from his job to help Lou to build the magical device in the
Riverside pack, he had time to find a woman to keep the alpha from
loneliness.

The girl looked so young, probably around Iris's age. She looked like she
wanted to be anywhere, but here. The presence of all the sovereign, such as
the alphas and the king, made her fidgety, after all, she didn't have a good
experience with people in power.

Meanwhile, alpha Dristan kept touching her, here and there. It was not
something inappropriate, but enough to say, the girl was not comfortable with
such affection.

Sitting next to the king, lady Cyan looked so calm and harmless. The air
around her was so serene, as if she was someone, who couldn't even hurt an
ant.

The welcoming party for the king looked so dead.

Actually, there was nothing wrong with this, since Iris had planned it
meticulously with so many scrumptious food and good music, it was just their
expectation was something a little bit wild than this.

Meanwhile, as the alpha of the pack, Cane didn't even seem to be interested
to entertain the king or make the situation less depressed, knowing how much
his guests bored their mind with this extravagant dinner that he called as a
welcoming party for the king.



Right now, the said alpha was way more interested to feed his little luna, as
he cut meat after meat for her. He put away alcohol from her reach though,
which made Iris gave him a look. She tasted the wine before and it seemed,
she liked it.

"l heard you have been giving away food to the commoner," King Aeon said,
he wanted to call for Nala, but the girl had been very sick ever since they
arrived, it seemed, he over did it with her along their boring journey to this
Howling Wolf pack. "Are you trying to win people's heart so you can be the
only alpha of the south?"

Probably, the boredom and the alcohol were not a good mix, now the king let
loose his tongue, which made lady Cyan glanced at him.

"l gave away the food in your name, my king," Cane replied, finally stopped
his attempt to feed Iris more, when she already pushed his hand away. She
was full. "Those people should be grateful for you."

That was true that Cane gave away the food in the name of the king, but even
the stupidest person alive could tell, how untrue that was. There was no way
the king would be so generous when he kept the food for himself and the royal
family during winter. What he did was no different from the other five alphas.

Knowing this, people was even more in favor for the alpha from the Howling
Wolf pack, because he didn't take the credit for himself.

However, king Aeon was not a fool, so he could tell what Cane was up to.
This alpha only became more and more cunning with his method.

Scoffed, king Aeon glared at Cane, who looked as calm as ever. "Do you think
you can make a fool out of me with that reason? Do you want to get people's
sympathy, so you can be the sole alpha in the south?"

Lady Cyan grabbed the king's hand, as if it was her attempt to calm him down,
but Cane saw it differently.

"My king, | heard the people from Holy Kingdom will arrive within this month.
The only thing in my mind is how to picture you as a good king you are for the
people, especially when the dark magic involved. We all know how sensitive
this topic for the people in the Holy Kingdom and | know how much you don't
want them to interfere with the problem in our continent.” The answer came



very natural from Cane's mouth, as if he was such a devotee, who would do
anything for his king.

People, who didn't know him any better would think he had pledged his loyalty
to the king, yet it was not the king, who carried on with the conversation.

"The king is only worried that you have made a harsh decision to execute the
five alphas recklessly. After all, five packs lost their alphas at the same time.
You should have discussed it with the king first," lady Cyan said, trying to
smooth things out.

However, it was not Cane, who retorted to that, but alpha Dristan. Like a loyal
dog. He wanted to flaunt he so called 'loyalty' to the other alpha in the room.
"My lady, you don't know how dangerous the dark magic is. If alpha Cane
didn't move quickly, it will be his life that's in danger."”

This room filled with false loyalty and lies, thickened with schemes underneath
their words.

Lady Cyan nodded considerately. "l see. | see." But then, she lifted her head
to look at Cane directly now. "But, | heard, before your journey to the capital
city, you have executed your first mistress because she used dark magic, is
that true?"

"Yes." Cane didn't blink an eye when he answered that, while a few servants
had this complicated look in their eyes when Aria became the topic of the
discussion.

"How could that happen?" Lady Cyan asked again. "If one of the members of
your pack has the audacity to touch forbidden thing, shouldn't you investigate
further? More so, | heard the lycan appeared for the first time around the time
of her death."

There, lady Cyan threw the idea in the air, telling them how it started with Aria,
who used the dark magic first. Before all the five alphas were discovered to
use dark magic, it was Aria from the Howling Wolf pack, who publicly
executed for the same reason.

Lady Cyan was trying to imply the connection between Aria, dark magic, the
lycan and the accused five alphas.



"The mistress must obey what their master said, no?" Lady Cyan drank her
wine gracefully, while the king kept mum beside her. Compared to her, the
sovereign looked more like a backdrop.

Cane's eyes darkened when he knew where this conversation would go to,
but he kept his front and drank his wine as well, looked unperturbed by what
Lady Cyan tried to imply.

Meanwhile, the people around them could feel the tension in the air and alpha
Dristan looked a little bit less bored.

People was intrigued by how Cane would answer that. Despite her polite
choice of words, but alpha Dristan could see how this lady started to show her
claws, while Cane didn't seem to bother.

But, there was another person, who looked unperturbed as well, just like her
mate, Iris didn't seem to concern with what lady Cyan said.
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THE ROOM WITH CITRUS SCENT

Iris knew Cane was suspicious of lady Cyan and he was cautious of her.
Instead of the king, Cane put his attention more on the lady.

If it was in the past, she would be fidgety by now when she understood what
lady Cyan was trying to imply and be bothered when the topic of Aria came
up, since she didn't want to be blamed for her death, because somehow, she
felt that way, since the people in the Howling Wolf pack mourned her death so
much.

As she was the first person who was sentenced to death by Cane. The first
death order that happened after they freed themselves from the slavery.

However now lIris didn't put so much expectation on these people, she felt a
little bit lighter and this was less stressful than to grovel to be accepted by
them.

On the other hand, Cane put down his glass and looked at lady Cyan calmly
to answer her question. "My lady, are you trying to say that | have ordered
Aria to kill the three innocent children? Because that's what she did. Not only



she got involved with dark magic, but she killed children as well. The
punishment fit the crime." Cane smiled harmlessly. "I am trying to be fair here.
| even ordered the death sentence for my mistress, it shouldn't surprise you
that | immediately executed the five alphas because of the same crime."

That was very logical thing to do. Cane was being fair to deliver the same
execution to the same crime.

Iris lowered her head and smiled to herself after Cane's reply. Her face
beamed with satisfaction, she was so proud of him for turning the table and
was being so calm to answer lady Cyan's jab. She never doubted this man
when it came to twisting words.

And this man was her man...

The thought made her blushed, reminding her of her numb hand and his face
when he got his release. Well, the sight of him worth the pain...

And Iris kept blushing, which made Cane wondered what she was thinking
right now, because while everyone was on the verge of their seat and looked
like they were too afraid to breath too loud, Iris was being bashful when Cane
didn't even tease her at all.

He had a vicious banter with lady Cyan under polite words, something that
didn't make sense to make her blushing, neither thinking of something
inappropriate.

There would be a moment or two, where he couldn't understand her, but he
liked the sight of her right now nonetheless...

"How's prince Alan doing, my lady?" Cane asked, but his next words made
alpha Dristan kissed his new mistress to suppress his laughter. "l heard, he
was actually the one, who had invited the people from the Holy Kingdom to
come. He must have cleaned up his underground activity, or else, the people
from the Holy Kingdom will not happy to see it. | am worried, they will
misunderstand the situation and thought the people there were the sacrifice,
since he was accused to get involved with dark magic."

Lady Cyan's smile didn't falter at all when she heard how Cane retaliated to
her words, while the king was still mum, he looked around the dining hall,
didn't seem to be interested to join the banter when it was him, who had
started it.



"l am so thankful for your concern, alpha Cane. Prince Alan has been trying to
atone to his sin and prove to the people that he is innocence in regard of the
accusation of the dark magic, that's why he did his best to solve the problem,
since we still didn't know whether or not the lycan will appear again after the
death of the five alphas. He did his best to help in this situation." Lady Cyan
deflected the main point of Cane's jab and focus on something else, which
made her son looked less guilty.

"l see, | see," Cane replied considerately, in which made Iris wanted to laugh,
as she reached her hand to take the fork, but when she was about to put the
meat into her mouth, she lost her grip on the fork and the meat fell to her
dress.

Her hand still not yet recovered it strength.

"Ah!" Iris gasped to see the stain on her dress and when she lifted her head
she caught Cane's eyes, the alpha stared at her with amusement danced in
his dark eyes. He even had the audacity to smirk at her! Iris really wanted to
be upset, but instead she felt so bashful.

"What happened? Is your hand fine?" Cane asked innocently. He seemed to
be in a good mood and didn't think of the situation with lady Cyan and the king
presence seriously.

"Fine," Iris mumbled and then excused herself to change her dress, she
apologized for the disruption and stood up.

But then, Cane stood up with her too, he grabbed her hand to make her stay
for a while, because there was something he wanted to say first.

"I will go with my mate for a while to help her, | hope you will enjoy the next
entertainment, since | want to introduce the new member of the Howling Wolf
pack."

This was the main event of the whole dinner, but at this moment, Cane chose
to leave with Iris, which made Jace and Ethan could only facepalm
themselves. Was it fine to be reckless like this? They wondered if it was
actually Lu, who took control Cane's body again. Or maybe the lycan had
rubbed some of his bad traits on their reserved alpha...

"My beta will proceed with the introduction.” Cane nodded politely to the king
and lady Cyan.



"You can ask someone to help her change her dress," alpha Dristan voiced
out his opinion. For someone like them, it was unheard of for them to help with
anything related to their women, since there would be hundreds of maid
servant, who would do the job.

"Her personal maid is not available and | liked to take care of my own mate,"
Cane replied, his voice was firm and this made not only the three people in
power inside this room narrowed their eyes with his answer, but also made
the member of his pack had this mixed feeling. "Please, enjoy the next
entertainment."

This was what exactly Cane had specifically asked Iris when she organized
the party. Although the discussion of this still went back and forth, but in the
end, Cane decided to go through with the original plan after he thought about
the pros and cons with his beta and gamma.

Cane nodded at Jace, who immediately carried on with the next step of this
said welcoming party, as Cane took Iris's hand out of the dining hall.

At the same time, Iris walked out of the room through the side door, Haco
entered the room with his dark cloak, creating fireballs in both of his hands.
He showed some attraction with fire in front of the people.

Yes, that was right, the new member of the Howling Wolf pack that Cane
wanted to introduce was Haco. He wanted to officially welcome him to the
pack, so his presence wouldn't be a question in the future if they saw him with
the alpha often.

"Cane, is it okay for you to leave when Haco is being introduced?" Iris asked
when it was only the two of them, out of the dining hall, she was worried. The
old sorcerer probably cried right now when he saw Cane was not in his seat,
since he was against the idea to be introduced to the royal family, probably
because he felt self conscious, since he was the true culprit behind princess
Osana's misery.

"Jace will handle it just fine," Cane replied. There was nothing much he
needed to do even when he stayed.

"I can change my own dress, you don't need to bother," Iris said again, she
felt her body was hot when the cold breeze hit her face and she realized it
was only the two of them in this part of the pack house, since the crowd
gathered in the dining hall.



"But, | am bothered." Cane suddenly opened the empty room next to him and
pull Iris inside before he closed the door and trapped her between his body
and the wall. This room smelled like citrus. "What makes you aroused?"

Cane's face was so close to her and Iris could see her reflection in his eyes.
"l don't," she lied and both of them knew.

"You are, Iris." Cane was not sure how he became so sensitive with his
arousal. It was a faint scent, but he could tell the different.

People around Iris wouldn't be able to pick up the slightest change in her
scent, but he could and he knew it was during his banter with lady Cyan.

"What you are thinking to be so bashful like this?" Cane was genuinely
curious. "Were you thinking about what happened before?"

Iris shook her head. Another lies that both of them knew very well. She bit her
lip when Cane pressed his body against her so she could stop herself from
moaning because of their closeness.

"I don't think | will get enough of you," Cane said in hoarse voice as he leaned
over and kissed her lips. Her arousal made him arouse as well.

And this breakthrough made him wanted to explore more.

As a response, Iris nibbled on his lip, tiptoeing to wrap her arms around his
neck.



